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 During recent years, Korea has impressed the world as a progressive 
nation with advancing technology and cultures such as dramas, movies and 
music. Tourism in Korea has also been blossoming in the recent decades. All 
these make Korean Time, this learner guide book, more than just suitable when 
you want to visit Korea or learn something about it.

 Designed for elementary learners of Korean, this book includes a wide 
variety of vocabulary and simple phrases commonly used in daily life. It is a 
perfect guide book for travelers who want to visit South Korea.

 The main purpose of this book is to teach all elementary learners the 
correct methods to read Hangeul, the Korean Alphabet in the fastest and most 
LMÄ�JPLU[�^H`�HSVUN�^P[O�ZVTL�VM�[OL�TVZ[�M\UKHTLU[HS�2VYLHU�]VJHI\SHY`�HUK�
phrases. There are three quizzes throughout the book which could test the 
readers’ progress in mastering how to read some Korean words and by the 
LUK�VM�[OL�IVVR��[OL�YLHKLYZ�JV\SK�JOLJR�[OLPY�SL]LS�VM�WYVÄ�JPLUJ`�PU�YLHKPUN�
2VYLHU�I`�SVVRPUN�H[�[OLPY�Ä�UHS�ZJVYL��

 I would like to express my very great appreciation to my supervisor, Miss 
Harris-Lowe who has helped me throughout the project by giving me construc-
tive feedback each time. I would also like to thank my Korean teacher, Sehee 
for her help in improving my teaching method and proofreading the vocabulary 
section of the book. Without their help, the completion of this book would not 
have been possible.
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Consonants

Vowels

Hangeul consists of 14 consonants and 10 vowels, which means there are 24 
characters in total. Since all words in Korean are composed of syllables, these 
are the basic rules:

1. A syllable begins with a consonant
2. A syllable has at least one consonant and one vowel
3. Each syllable gets written in a square box

iy

Consonants

Vowels

Hangeul consists of 14 consonants and 10 vowels, which means there are 24 
characters in total. Since all words in Korean are composed of syllables, these 
are the basic rules:

1. A syllable begins with a consonant
2. A syllable has at least one consonant and one vowel
3. Each syllable gets written in a square box

iiy

INTRO TO HANGEUL
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 Since each of the vowels and consonants has its own pronounciation, all 
you have to do is to break them into parts and combine the syllables. Let’s start 
with some simple phrases and once you get the hang of it, you can continue to 
YLHK�[OYV\NO�[OL�IVVR�\U[PS�[OL�Ä�YZ[�X\Pa�WVWZ�\W�

*Tip: If ጚ PZ�\ZLK�HZ�H�IH[JOPT��[OL�Ä�UHS�Z`SSHISL�VU�[OL�IV[[VT�SPRL�꠪, it should 
be pronounced as “ng” instead of a silent sound. (See Bread) However, whenever 
it is not a batchim, it will be a silent sound. (See Egg)
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 Before you get exposed to all these different vocabulary or phrases, 
it is better for you to remember some vowels and consonants. Try to remember 
as many as possible. It is easier to remember them by associating the vowels/
JVUZVUHU[Z�[V�[OL�Ä�YZ[�[OPUN�[OH[�JVTLZ�PU[V�`V\Y�TPUK��=V^LSZ�HYL�OHYKLY�^OLYL�
you may just have to try to memorize them. However, once you memorize the 10 
vowels, the rest can all be read through combining vowels.

Some methods that I came up with to help you remember them:

ጇ
n

Remember that “g” and “n” are 
the picture frames

It looks like a wall where you 
“lean¹�VU�P[��3�PZ�[OL�Ä�YZ[�^OPSL�U�PZ�
the last letter in “lean”.

ጄ
Imagine a “g” drawn against the 
“ጄ” starting from the top right 
corner to the left

g

ጄ
g

ጇ

Look at them as if they were 
incompleted:

ld
ጊ ጌ

(SS�`V\�ULLK�[V�KV�PZ�[V�Ä�SS�PU�[OL�
missing parts

ጊD ጌL
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Think of 2 “J”s standing back 
to back

ጛJ J

ጛ
j

“ጚರ�is a special vowel where 
it could be “ng” or a silent 
sound depending on its posi-
[PVU��6US`�^OLU�P[�PZ�[OL�Ä�UHS�
syllable on the bottom, it 
would be pronounced as “ng”.

ጚ
ng/ø

hs
ጘ ጡ

This looks like a hat where the “
ጚರ�is a human face

 Associate it with “h”

This looks like a snake 
 Associate it with “s”

Associating it to an image:

ጘ

ጡ

This looks like a bottle / beaker 
 Associate it with “b”

This looks like a mouth and 
stands for “mouth” in Chinese

 Assosciate it with “m”

*Feel free to associate it with your 
own images

ጕ
b

ጔ
m

ጕ

ጔ
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ts

“Extra stroke = Sharper sound”
(Only in these cases)

Adding a stroke:
“ጄ” (g) + stroke =ጞ�(k)
ಯጊರ�(d) + stroke =ጟ�(t) 
“ጛರ�(j)  + stroke =ጝ�(ts)

k t
ጟ ጝጞ

ጠ

$VVRVLFDWLQJ�LW�WR�WKH�À�UVW�WKLQJ�
that comes into your mind:

1. A squished pie
2. The math symbol ���pi) on a line

 Associate it with p

p

“Doubling”
(Only in these cases)

Double the consonant:
ጄ�(g) + ጄ�(g) = ጅ�(k’)�
ጕ�(b) + ጕ�(b) = ጖�(p’)
ጊ�(d)�+ ጊ�(d)�= ጋ�(t’)
ጛ�(j)���+ ጛ��(j)�= ጜ�(ts’)
ጘ�(s)  + ጘ�(s) = ጙ�(s’)�

These consonants have a more 
tense sound value:

ጅ ጖

ጋ

ጜ ጙ

k’ p’

t’

ts’ s’ts
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ጜ ጙ

k’ p’

t’

ts’ s’

REVIEW (2)
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Review of all consonants:

10 Basic Vowels:

n
ጄጇ ጊ ጌ ጘ

ጕጡ ጔ ጛ ጚ

ጦጢ ጪ ጯ ጴ

ጣጶ ጧ ጭ ጲ

g d l s

h b m j o/ng

eo o u eu

i ae e we wi

a
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n
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a
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ጵ
iy

“eu + i = iy”

It does not make a “w” sound but 
the combination of ጴ�(eu) andጶ(i) �

“+ ጯ�/�ጪ�= + w” 
(Only in these cases)

ጪ�+ጢ�(a) = ጫ�(wa)
ጯ�+ጦ�(eo) = ጰ�(weo)
ጪ�+ጣ�(ae)�= ጬ�(wae)
ጯ�+ጧ�(e)�= ጱ�(we)

waewa weo
ጰ ጬጫ

we
ጱ

“+ stroke = + y”
(Only in these cases)

ጢ�(a) + stroke = ጤ�(ya)
ጦ�(eo) + stroke = ጨ�(yeo)
ጪ�(o) + stroke = ጮ�(yo) 
ጯ�(u) + stroke = ጳ�(yu) 
ጧ�(e) + stroke = ጩ�(ye) 
ጣ�(ae) + stroke = ጥ�(yae)

ጤ
ya

ጮ
yo

ጩ
ye

ጨ
yeo

ጳ
yu

ጥ
yae

ጵ
iiy
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yae

REVIEW (3)
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Review of all consonants:
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DAILY LIFE
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Sino-Korean CardinalsSino-Korean Cardinals

NUMBERS
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Native-Korean Cardinals

NUMBERS (2)
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 Try reading these vocabulary, see how many you can read and 
record your total score out of 12. The answers are on the next page. 
 Try reading these vocabulary, see how many you can read and 
record your total score out of 12. The answers are on the next page. 


�
(Mother)

��
(Fly)

�	
(Wife)

��
(Deep Blue)

��
(Apricot)

��
(Green Tea)

QUIZ #1
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*Refer back to page 3 for the table with the vowels and consonants 
to guide your reading. You must know the sound value for each vowel 
and consonant in order for you to break the word down and combine 
all the sound values.

*Refer back to page 3 for the table with the vowels and consonants 
to guide your reading. You must know the sound value for each vowel 
and consonant in order for you to break the word down and combine 
all the sound values.

��
(Cherry)

��
(Fifteen)

�	
(Birthday)

�

(Woman)

��
(Pink)

��
(Milk)
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Namsaek
(Deep Blue
��)

Eomma
(Mother 
�)

Nokcha
(Green Tea 
��)

Pari
(Fly ��)

Salgu
(Apricot ��)

Anae
(Wife �	)

QUIZ #1 ANSWERS
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Beoji
(Cherry
��)

Sib O
(Fifteen
��)

Saengil
(Birthday
�	)

Yeoja
(Woman
�
)

Bunhong
(Pink
��)

Uyu
(Milk
��)

Score for Quiz #1: ____/12 20



COLORS
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FOOD & BEVERAGES
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FOOD & BEVERAGESFOOD & BEVERAGES
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FAMILY

25
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 Try reading these vocabulary, see how many you can read and 
record your total score out of 12. The answers are on the next page. 

QUIZ #2

27

��	
(Yellow)

��

(No)

���
(Wine)

���
(Grandmother)

 ��
(Girl)


�� 
(Salad)



���
(Elephant)

�
�
(Wednesday)

���
(Scarf)

�
�
(Citron tea)

���
(Gas Station)

	��
(Mother-in-law)

*Refer back to page 3 for the table with the vowels and consonants 
to guide your reading. You must know the sound value for each vowel 
and consonant in order for you to break the word down and combine 
all the sound values.
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QUIZ #2 ANSWERS

29

Aniyo
(No ���)

Podoju
(Wine ��
)

Halmeoni
(Grandmother �

�
)

So-nyeo
(Girl 
�)

Saelreo
-deu

(Salad 	��)

Norang-
saek

(Yellow ���)



Yujacha
(Citron tea
�
�)

Kokkiri
(Elephant
���)

Suoil
(Wednesday
�
�)

Juyuso
(Gas Station
���)

Mokdori
(Scarf
���)

Eomeonim
(Mother-in-law
	��)

30
Score for Quiz #2: ____/12



ANIMALS
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CLOTHING

33
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SEASONS/HOLIDAYS

35
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 = �+�+�
  � = n
  � = a
  � = m


 = n + a + m

 = nam

� = �+�
 � = j 
 � = a
� = j + a
� = ja


� 
	
= nam + ja + chin + gu

Namjachingu


 = �+�+�
 � = ch
 � = i 
 � = n

� = c+h+i+n
� = chin

	 = �+�
 � = g
 � = u
	 = g + u
	 = gu

 Before you move on reading Korean phrases with 4 
characters, let’s have a review. This is the detailed break down of 
consonants and vowels in the phrase ஆၴᆵૐ which means 
“Boyfriend” in English.

REVIEW
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��	�
(Jet Ski)

��
�
(Pineapple)

���� 
(I love you)

����
(Motorcycle)

��
�
(Sandwich)

����
(High School)

 Try reading these vocabulary, see how many you can read and 
record your total score out of 12. The answers are on the next page. 

*Refer back to page 3 for the table with the vowels and consonants to 
guide your reading.

��	�
(Jet Ski)

��
�
(Pineapple)

����
(I love you)

����
(Motorcycle)

��
�
(Sandwich)

����
(High School)

 Try reading these vocabulary, see how many you can read and 
record your total score out of 12. The answers are on the next page. 

*Refer back to page 3 for the table with the vowels and consonants to 
guide your reading.

QUIZ #3
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Godeung
-hakgyo

(High School
����)

Otobai
(Motorcycle
����)

Suoil
(Jet Ski
��	�)

Painaepeul
(Pinapple
��
�)

Saranghaeyo
(I love you
����)

Saendeuwichi
(Sandwhich
��
�)

Score for Quiz #3: ____/6

Godeung
-hakgyo

(High School
����)

Otobai
(Motorcycle
����)

Suoil
(Jet Ski
��	�)

Painaepeul
(Pinapple
��
�)

Saranghaeyo
(I love you
����)

Saendeuwichi
(Sandwhich
��
�)

Score for Quiz #3: ____/6

QUIZ #3 ANSWERS
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� 5V^�`V\�JHU�HKK�\W�`V\Y�ZJVYLZ�MVY�[OL�Ä�YZ[��ZLJVUK�HUK�SHZ[�
quiz you did throughout the book to see your level in reading Korean. 
If you successfully read all of the vocabulary, you are at the top level. 
The levels you obtain depend on your total score, now check to see 
where you are!

 If you were not so successful in reading Korean, no worries. By 
having this book by your side, it will be easy for you to become a Ko-
rean reader expert in no time!

LEVEL BOUNDARIES
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Batchim
Final consonant in a Korean syllable

Consonant
A speech sound produced by a constriction or 

closure at one or more points 
along the vocal tract.

Hangeul
The Korean Alphabet 

Sound value
Pronunciation of a sound

Syllable
Unit of pronunciation having one vowel 

sound, with or without consonants, forming 
the whole or part of a word.

Vowels
A speech sound produced by the open 

JVUÄ�N\YH[PVU�VM�[OL�]VJHS�[YHJ[

GLOSSARY
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