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INVRODUCTION

Have you ever heard a couple of people talking to each other in Korean and you can
kind of understand what they are saying, but there are some things you just don't
get? Ever listened to a Korean drama dialogue only to become frustrated when you

can’t find a certain term or phrase in your dictionary?

More than likely, the words you were trying to find were slang expressions, and,
unfortunately, no dictionary can help you understand them. However, the staff
and teachers of TTMIK have come to your rescue with this book by combining
two volumes of their popular e-book series “Slang Expressions in Korean” into one

beautiful book.
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Learn 60 slang expressions, the meanings, various forms of conjugation, common

usages, and much more with “Korean Slang Expressions”!

Some expressions in this book have been in use for more than a couple of decades,
while other expressions are quite new. Regardless of how long each expression has
been in use, all of them are incredibly relevant today; especially among young people
and those who are familiar with the lingo used on the Internet. Just make sure you

are friendly enough with the person to whom you use these expressions, because the
majority of the examples and sample sentences in this book are given in HF2F (ban-mal),

or informal language, and can only be used with close friends.

If you would like to listen to the sample sentences and dialogues, please visit

http://www.talktomeinkorean.com/audio
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31 HHA HHR 86 46 Uzt 124
32 Hit2=0| /=0 89 47 Y= 126
33 BhA|CH 92 48 HZEtE! 129
34 W] CH 95 49 204 132
35 B8k X|Ct 97 50 ZZX} 135
36 b7 |C} 100 51 ®HE 138
37 At X|Ct 102 52 &QICH 141
38 M7IICH 105 53 Lt 144
39 MK 107 54 HC} 146
40 ‘A 110 55 ZE2|C} 148
41 OFH 112 56 ZLC} 150
42 Ok 114 57 =4 153
43 | 116 58 m|Ql 156
44 A%t 119 59 5™ 159
45 AX|0}, A%l 121 60 HEFCt 162




ZtX] is originally a Japanese word (Kanji/&% ) that means “feeling’, “style”,
or “atmosphere”. In Korean, however, it is used as an expression for a “cool
style” or to describe someone’s “attractive look”. When you see someone
who is very fashionably dressed or has a very cool hair style, you can use the

expression ZtX| L}C}.
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Infinitive Form

ZHX| Lich

Adverb Form

ZEX| LEA| + Verb

Adjective Form

ZFX| LF= + Noun

More Examples J .......

1. ZHX| LiCh

You look really cool!
2. 7HK| Lh=g|?

That looks so cool!
3. x| L=

Cool fashion/Cool clothes

[
.................................................................................................. Sample Dialogue J

2= o] 7f? Sdzi!
oftl? ZtX| LEX|?
0{, & ZtX| LE=H[? 0L A 44012

=ct, 22/ ¥ RO0[oF.

Are you going somewhere today?
You’re looking cool!

How do | look? Do | look stylish?

Yeah. Very cool. Where did you buy
those clothes?

| don’t know. They are my brother’s.



When two parties sign a contract, one is usually the client, and the other
is the contractor. In Korean, these two parties are expressed through the
names Z! (head, leader) and S (subordinate). Even outside of contractual
contexts, the words Zt and = are often used to describe an unequal

relationship.

There is no universal rule as to who becomes Z} or £ in a relationship,
but it is usually clear who is Z} or & in the given situation. The person or
organization that has the final say and can “fire” the other party is usually

considered to be Zt.

ZHE! refers to any characteristic behavior that Zt displays by overusing
and abusing power or authority. If an employer demands too much from

an employee and makes the employee apologize for things he/she isn’t

10 KOREAN SLANG EXPRESSIONS



N
(o)

responsible for, that can be considered ZtZ!. If a big corporation forces
small stores to buy only their products, that is ZIZ!. In retail, if a snobbish
department store customer makes an employee kneel down and apologize

for small mistakes, that’s also considered ZIZ!.

11



Conjugations and Common Usages

Noun Form Noun + Verb
az dHE(S) sl

More Examples

1. O|H IS off 7H2ks| 21t Qlo1R?
Why do you just sit back and watch this injustice?

2 st sAS Yotse,

| don’t work with companies that act like an arrogant bully.

Sample Dialogue

A: Lt 2= $|AF 20HE0]. | quit my job today.

B: T2} H™akr el What? Really? Why?

A: Bl AMAIZLH B RIS S|A. My direct boss was bullying me and

being too bossy.

12 KOREAN SLANG EXPRESSIONS



3 is a combination of Z from Z21 meaning “strong” and 3 from F£H
meaning ‘recommendation”. Thus, Z}3E means “to strongly recommend” or a

“strong recommendation”. It is mostly used on the Internet, but it is also used

1)

at times in everyday conversation.

8120| 2 BHY 13



Conjugations and Common Usages

Noun Form Noun + “To be”

2= 2x0l2

Adverb Form

1. ZdF0e.

| highly recommend it.
2. W7t Z3F5h= HoloL.

It's a book that I highly recommend.
3. H|7F 2=t 2ojol|2.

It's a place that | highly recommend.

More Examples

Sample Dialogue

A: 0] Z4 2l0{ ¥to{? 21M ZFZ=0F!!!l  Have you read this book before?
| highly recommend it!

B: ZIMp? L ME 2l0{?

Really? You read books, too?

0... | heard from a friend.

14
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7§02 is the combination of the words 7| (dog) and 11 (hardship), but it
has no relation to the word “dog”. In instances of Korean slang words such as
“JHX| 2 and “ZHA477]”, the word 7} intensifies the meaning of the entire word.
Therefore, 7| 12 is used to describe a situation where one goes through very

tough physical or mental hardship.

8120| 2 BHY 15
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Noun Form Noun + “to be” Noun + Verb
Ik 7Hdolct 74 4(2) siCt
................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. F L7 7433440]of.

When you leave your home, many hardships are waiting for you.
2. Omfi= HFEZHRI0IM IS SHX|.

Back then, there were no computers, so we had a hard time doing it.
3. HEES JOofH{{A 7104 3401

I lost my cellphone, so | had a really hard time.

[
.................................................................................................. Sample Dialogue J

A: HYHO{& xH 21012 Was your backpack trip fun?

B: ZZhof| 7jet2 2lo{H{2{A| 7§  1lost my bag during my trip, so | had
3H0q. a tough time.

AN
A: J8jA 712 3Ho0]? So, have you found your bag?

B: OfL|, &2 3tX]. No, of course not.
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77|C} is usually used when a younger person defies an elder or someone of a
higher rank in social status. 7} 7|C} can be used in a variety of contexts, from
younger siblings acting and speaking impolitely to older siblings, to lower-
ranking employees or military subordinates talking back impolitely to bosses
or superiors. The negative imperative sentence “7}7|X| O} is close to the
English phrases “don’t get smart with me”, “know your place”, or “who do you
think you are to talk to me like that?”. It is used either when the younger/
lower-ranking person is behaving rudely, or when the older/higher-ranking

person just wants to flex his/her position, rank, or authority on the younger

one.

8120| 2 BHY 17
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Another, but less common, usage of 7l|7|C} is when you procrastinate and
delay doing something until the very last minute, and you end up doing it
reluctantly. In this case, you can say “(2}) + verb stem + -(2)2{11 7§7|C}7} +

(A=20{|=) + another verb”.

7H7|C} was only considered to be a slang expression until 2014 when = 2!
0{&l (The National Institute of The Korean Language) officially recognized
707|C} as a EZF0] (standard Korean) word. With the first meaning
introduced previously (defying or talking back to older people), a more
standard expression used is L SLC}; however, with the second meaning

(procrastinating), you cannot use C{SLC}.
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................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. U X2 LIgHel 7471= 7Hop?
Are you defying me right now?/Are you getting smart with me right now?
2. W X7 |™ St
If you keep acting rudely like that to me, you will get into big trouble.
3. = etsiz{n 7H7 [t Z=2 7 Mo
| kept putting off doing my homework, so | ended up pulling an all-nighter
(staying up all night).

[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J
A: »A o7 5P QFEQ? Can't | clean later?
B: 77| K| 21 wka| SH. Don’t get smart with me, and do it
right now!
A:l... Okay...

gt=ol £ =3y 19



Literally translated, 7L}AL} (or 7L} 2L} means “even dogs or cows’, but it

is used to mean “anyone’ in a very negative or condescending tone.

JHLEAL} is used in a way to talk about how something is expected to be more
“precious” or “uncommon’, but in reality, that something is not at all that

uncommon or precious.

One strong theory about how the expression 7]|L}AL} came about is related
to the Korean traditional game £=0|. In 50|, there are four sticks (known
as 2), a game board/mat, and eight playing tokens (four for each team). To
move your tokens, you must toss the four sticks, each of which has a round
side and a flat side, onto a mat. The number of sticks that land flat side up
will determine how many spaces you can move your token on the game map.

Each combination of flat and round sides up has a name: if you get one flat
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side up, it is Ic; two flat sides up, 7l|; three flat sides up is known as Z; four
flat sides up is ; and no flat sides up is I1. Based on the names of these
combinations, the original expression was =L} 7}jL}, but it changed to L}
7HL} for ease of pronunciation. Since the second part of the expression, 7}{L|,

can also sound like 7{(dog)L}, people started saying 7{L}2L}, meaning “even

dogs or cows”.

This is a very strong expression which can sound very rude. By using this
phrase, you are basically comparing other people to common animals and

implying that he/she/they are not any different.

gt=ol £ =3y 21
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................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. Q&= FHLEALE X7 |7 2247t
These days, everyone says that he/she is a musician (and | think they are not
worthy of the title, and it is ridiculous).

2. JHLiALEChIONSH=O| eff L= OX} 217} eiS7k
Everyone (even the least attractive) is dating, but why do | not have a

girlfriend?
[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J
A: L} 7} &l 7{o}! I’'m going to be a singer!
B: 2F0|= 7HLEAL} 7H4 =ICy. These days, so many untalented
people say they will become singers.
A: gk 8igth eHoq? What did you just say?
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If you ask any native Korean speaker what 7j&t @ 27 means, most of them
will tell you that 7HEF means “a place full of dogs” (which is, consequently,
very messy), and 2275 means “5 minutes before”. While the explanation for
Q8™ is correct, 7| technically does not mean “a place full of dogs that’s a

big mess”.

There are two main theories about how 7|Zt @ 27X came to mean “mess’

or “chaos”. According to one popular theory, 7Tt (ZiR) refers to “resetting
the stage” in a Korean traditional wrestling match (M| £): when two people
fall to the ground at the same time and are arguing about who won. Another
popular theory is that 7H& (F#R) refers to free food distribution during the
Korean War when refugees would flock together in large numbers to receive
food. In both theories, 7)j2t @ 2 (five minutes before 7JEl) refers to the

moment where the situation is the most chaotic.

8120| 2 BHY 23



In recent times, however, since most people are used to the meaning of “7|{
(dog) + & (stage, plate)’, just the word 7JEt has come to mean “mess” or

“chaos”.

)
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=
(
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................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. 0|7 F7+ 2H=101? b Tl 2EHO0|Y).

Who made this? It’s a total mess.

2. ZME 30| To| =M 2HH JHEO] FH0iL.

During the concert, the power went out, so it became complete mayhem.

[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J
A: OJH| =3 ZA7] o{Hoqi> How was the soccer match
yesterday?
B: JJE0]|210]. RE| El O E0| 945 It was a mess. My team members
S W2 orsHoy. hadn’t practiced much.
A: OFgl|. That’s too bad.

gt=ol £ =3y 25



A or 111’A means “Let's go!” or “Let’s do it!” The word “11” comes from
the English word “go” (and it is repeated in this phrase), while “A” comes from
the Korean expression ““41’Al” which describes the way an object or a person
moves at a fast speed. If someone suggests doing something and you want to

express your agreement, you can say ‘11 1141”,
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................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. Z7p aadh
Shall we go? Let’s go!
2. 7R} 74X A
Let’s go, go!
3. HIrOH TN

It’s okay! Let’s go!

[
.................................................................................................. Sample Dialogue J

A: H{joupe ™Al Hog| JEXL. Are you hungry? Let’s go have
lunch.

B: 2.0} DA L|7FAF= 7{X|?  Yeah. Sounds good. Let’s go! It's
your treat, right?

A B4? OfL]. Lt = Q10]. What? No. | don’t have money.

B=0] 2 =3y 27



2= is the combination of “2 3 (princess) and “B” (disease). It is used to
describe a girl or woman who acts as if she is as precious and as pretty as a
princess and, therefore, should be regarded as such. The equivalent for males

is 2FX}H (prince disease).
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Noun Form

I3, Yxpy

Noun + “to be”

SFgo[c}, xpFo|ct

More Examples

1. 22| 9L ZzH Ha0|Q.

My older sister has a princess complex.
2. U X8 ZElof?

You think you're special or something?
3. 334 AN

She thinks she’s special.

22| oiL| w20 F 0jx|2
of. FH ZF15o|of

B: 2ff oftH|?

A: Lt 7120 BT LISt oty
Ct AlA.

B: 22| & Yxpolr|, 22| 3
oz Bh e E|Act

Sample Dialogue J .......

My sister is driving me crazy. She’s so
stuck-up.

Why? How so?

She only looks at her mirror all day long
and makes me do all the housework.

My brother thinks he’s so special, too.
Maybe she should date my brother.

29



2X}2t is short for 27{ 1= X}AZE, meaning “groundless (and, therefore,
inexplicable) self-confidence” or “baseless confidence’. It is a positive thing
to have an appropriate level of self-confidence, but when someone has too
much confidence and is “full of him/herself’, you can say that the person has

=

2X}Z can be about many things: looks and attractiveness, work skills, or
how well one will do a certain task in the future. 2 X}t is often used with the
verb B}, meaning “to be great” or “to be awesome”, to form Z2X}Zt L} (to

have an endless amount of groundless self-confidence).

22X} is similar to ] A| (pretentiousness), but the difference is that someone
who has 2 X}Z firmly believes in his/her ability, whereas someone who has

5] M| knows that it’s just a bluff.
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................................................................................................... More Examples J
1. Yz 3" 2Xzo| ofc|o|M 47| = 7of?
Where do you get such arrogance?
2. YEOgl= 2XZol2H?
Why such unnecessary and groundless confidence?
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J
A: AldZ2E ot &> You don’t study for your exams?
B: 2= o3| Ef. C} o} I don’t have to study. | know
everything.
A: Z2XPZO| X|LFEl 7{ OfL|oF? Don’t you think you have too much

groundless confidence?
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& means “shape” or “face”’, and it is usually used with another word rather
than independently. Z} means “price’, so 233} literally means “the price of
one’s face”. The word 223} is typically paired with the verb S}C} or ELC} to

express that someone is an “eyesore” or that a person is acting or being

“ridiculous’. Since this is an insulting expression, it is used in 2} such as ‘&

ZHIHY| P, “2ZE ST, or “22Z w1 QM.

33
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Infinitive Form Adjective Form
Bzt Bt
................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. LZt7ke7t 2 et B Ea |
You are going to be a singer? You are being ridiculous.

2. EUEX 2 X2 7}

Don’t be such an eyesore (in front of me) and go away.

.................................................................................................. Sample Dialogue J
A: L} 1000HOF HIF{F|, Lend me a million won.
B: ef? Why?
A: OX} R AHlolr|, T A} It's my girlfriend’s birthday, and | have
Z|of EH. to buy her a brand-name bag.
B: J|ZF=H Qi That's ridiculous!

B=0] 2 =3y 35



LtO|LC} is the passive form of SIC} which means “to fish”, “to hook’, or “to catch
(a fish)”, but it has also come to mean “to hook” a person or an opportunity.
Since $0|C} is conjugated in passive voice, it literally means “to be caught or
hooked” by someone, meaning that someone fell victim to someone else’s
“pait’. 5F0|C} is used more to express that a person was deceived, lured, or

duped into doing something through someone’s fancy remarks or trap.

Online news articles are notorious for having incredibly awesome titles or
descriptions just to get you to click on them. This is known as “click bait”

in English. In Korean, if you fell for the “click bait” and ended up reading a
ridiculously boring and dull article after clicking on the link with an over-the-

top headline, you can say “SQiCE.

36 KOREAN SLANG EXPRESSIONS
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Infinitive Form Adjective Form
Lot Hol=

LtO| (Past tense)

........................................................................................... More Examples

7| A &I Z0f & o]
| was deceived by the title of an article again!
TRH! & YHET A3t 0[0F7I2H0]. 2wt

I thought it was real, but it was a story in a movie. | totally fell for it.

........................................................................................... Sample Dialogue

: J 72} o °? How do you like that camera?

910-] Q. review.

CI20l= Z1H|2F= X{StEl| 20{  Next time, ask me before you buy a

H AN, camera.

c UM EZN Q. 7 2|5 It's really bad. | was deceived by a fake

38

38



HASIC} basically means “to be spacious”, but when used as slang, it refers to
how something, usually someone’s schedule, is not very tight or packed. '

SIC} can also mean “to be easy” when you talk about classes or jobs.

For example, a '&=15t 2~ can mean a class where you are not given much
homework, the exams are very easy, and you don’t have to do much to
prepare for future lessons. A '='25t 2t is a place where the workload is

not too heavy, there is not much pressure, and you feel very comfortable.
However, when 'Z'5|LC} is used to mean “to be easy’, it also has a somewhat
negative feel to it, which means that =1'23t £~ is actually a class where you
don’t necessarily learn much, and a '&'25t ZI1%t is a workplace that you don’t

necessarily care much about. The opposite of 'Z'=5}C} is often WAL},

8120| 2 BHY 39



SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS



Conjugations and Common Usages

Infinitive Form Adjective Form Adverb Form
didsirt gdst didst/
................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. O] =2 2| = gl s

This class has no homework, and it’s easy.
2. CI2F= A7F0| & 228l

| have a bit of room in my schedule next week.
3. st x|z0| B E2 21 ofLiof.

Easy workplaces are not always good.

[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J
A: OftH = AMXE 7{0f? Which class will you sign up for?
B: 0] 0] £ ofuf> dA3|CH. How about this English class? | heard

it's easy.

A: L MEsh {0 Lz AlEsta). If you’re going to sign up for it, | will,
too.

HERELESL a



LA comes from HE 4= Q1= AFX}RI2| B (a fourth-dimensional wall that
you can’t overcome) which refers to how one person is so much better than
another in a certain aspect that it is impossible to compare the two people. It
is thought to have come from a Japanese phrase which translates to Korean

as 2 4= 2l= ¥ without the “fourth-dimension” part.

When saying that someone is A} or someone’s ability is A, it means
that the person is so talented, skilled, rich, or above your level that you can’t
even dream of competing with that person. Some examples of A are

Michael Jordan in basketball, YouTube views for “Gangnam Style”, and Usain

Bolt in sprinting.

42 KOREAN SLANG EXPRESSIONS



You
Imheve

HECELEL 43



TN
(=N

)

Conjugations and Common Usages

Noun Form Noun + “to be”
A HAredo|Ct
................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. O] P=h= 0| L7 HAHO[EIM =5 HO| Y22 F 0|2,

This movie’s previous episode was so good that the sequel was disappointing.

2. ZQI0F M4 319 AIE HAE0|2l0l2.
Yuna Kim was above everybody else’s level before she retired.

[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J

A: o 2 HEEoHTI? Why aren’t you going to the gym these
days?

B: CI= AIRMSO0| LE &SHA| HAL  Other people are so good and above

Bi0|2}A... my level, so...
A: EX 255 £|ole? You can work out on your own!
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- 71C}is used to describe a very physically difficult situation. For instance,
construction workers’ tasks can be described as ' 7|C}. In addition, other

physically or mentally difficult things can also be described using “'c 7}C}".

45
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Noun Form Noun + “to be” Adverb Form
It L 7ICo|C LIICtZ + Verb
- 7}Clok
(Present tense)
L 7ICHRI0]

(Past tense)

................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. L=7|Clof
It’s tough labor.

2. k™ L7iCHo| L.
It’s really hard labor.

3. IO} IR 9lof Q.
This is nothing short of tough physical labor.
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................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J
A: L 85K What are you doing?
B: ZEM E0{. M MU TIE| SH=C|  I'm blowing up these balloons. | have

1007} £0{0} Ef. 2+ L 7}C}oE. to blow up a hundred of them for my
brother’s birthday party. It’s really

hard.
A: ZEMof| HiEH S = 7|4 101> Don’t you have one of those
o J=HA| =IIC= Sl machines for putting air into
balloons? Why are you so tough on
yourself?
B: J& 7|7|x Q01 There is a machine like that?
A: & 1 2HX or5o|Ct. What? You're pathetic!

gt=o £ 23T 47



=M0| is the state or action of someone who doesn’t do the things he/she
needs to do. If you “do” S™0|, it means that you are lazy and just fooling
around. The word is often put together with “IL|2C}". It sounds similar to ‘I
IHO|” but is different in the sense that “CHIHO|” refers to not doing work while

“=IHO|” refers to just being lazy.
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Noun Form Noun + Verb
o] S'Wo|(E) m|Ct
................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. &=To| J9HE|21 Y 8!

Stop playing around and do your work!
2. ='¢o| m|*x| Op

Stop being so lazy!
3. off 9ol mjfu lof?

Why aren’t you working?

[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J

A: O}, 0] t1d oix| C} BLYX]|? Argh... when am | going to finish all
these translations?

B: &, {37 LHUW}X| SOF E|=  Aren’t you supposed to finish it by
7-| OfLf? =tHO| I|RX| Qb w8k tomorrow? Stop playing around and
2| aff! just do it quickly!

A: SUHO|7} OfL|2} {5 HOFA| 22 I'm not being lazy. It's just too much. |
51710]. can't do it.

B: 2ol tHAL2 LIICtof T Sl.  Translating is supposed to be tough
and takes time! Just do it.

HER P 49



When two people accidentally make
eye contact, it is described as &=

0| OFFX|C} (eyes meet) in Korean.
However, when you shorten this

to say =0| BT}, or just = ST},

it normally has a more figurative

meaning.

+=(0[) StC} basically has two
meanings: “to understand/click with
each other”, and “to fall in love with
each other”. The second meaning is

used more commonly than the first.

When =(0]) BfC} is translated as
“to fall in love”, sometimes (but not
always) it can have somewhat of a
bad connotation, whereas A[2H0|
bHFX|C}, also translated as “to fall in

love”, is always positive.

*2=(0]) GtC} is slightly different to
the expression “to fall in love at first
sight”(3d:=0i| HISIC}) since =(0]) 5

L} is not just limited to the first time.
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(=(0]) &tTH

More Examples

1. 05 A2 A2|H|0[E{0l| A =0] SHokM AFA| 5oL,
Those two fell in love in an elevator and started dating.

2. HI7t EOI5HE O{X[7} | 2172 =0] StotM B=3H0i2.
My friend and the girl | used to like fell in love and got married.

3. 1 'EXh= CHE 0fXt2t =0] SH0FM OfLli2} 0| =30,

He fell in love with another woman and divorced his wife.

Sample Dialogue

A: T AFRHO{X| OH-F=r| B A} Those two met yesterday and they are

— M-

He= 7op? already dating?

B: 2. OI}XIO}A} &= SEQULE B} Yeah. Apparently they fell in love as

soon as they met.

A: €. el Wow. That’s crazy!
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CIOF means “sweet taste”, and £20t means “bitter taste”’. When used together,

the phrase describes the joys and trials/sorrows of life.

Since the verb L} is commonly associated with Bt to mean “to taste
something” or “to check the taste of something”, CIStS HL} and 2202 H
C} are frequently seen and heard, but more often than not, Etat and 220} are
used together in one phrase, such as in “CH 220k C} HCP (to taste both the
sweetness and bitterness [of life]). Another commonly used phrase is Q144

o] £20F= HL}, which means “to taste the bitterness of life” or “to experience

how bitter life is”.

*It is somewhat different to the English word 'bittersweet' used to describe
a mixed emotion towards one particular thing, since Ctot 220t refers to
both the many pleasurable (sweet) things and many painful (bitter) things

together.
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1.

SO IS 25 L 301R.

I've tasted the sweetness and the bitterness of life.

Ao|A 0 M HS5H2{H Eok £25¢ Ot 2ok S 2.

In order to succeed in the entertainment world, you have to experience

both the good and the bad.

More Examples J

[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J

0| ZofollM 23t x| HOfLt 51
0>

1511 40|, EISF 240 L} g
o, $2 20| o ¥2toje.

A — |

o}, 2| Lto| 7} o ZA| =AMl
(o))

iy

How long have you been working in

this field?

It's been 15 years. I've experienced

both the good and the bad, but there
were more good things that happened.

Wow, then how old are you?
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CIE describes the response message you receive from a person who you are
conversing with via text messages. ©I= is the combination of Ef&t (reply), or

Tt (answer), and 2X} M| A| K| (text message), or =X} (text).

................................................................................................... More Examples J
= CEENTE
Please send me your reply quickly.
2. X ge wosole?
Have you received my reply?
3. 220/ OfF|E ot ghoje.
The response hasn’t come yet.
[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J
A: O}, Eh= Oof=! o 201> Hey, have you received a reply yet?
B: EX}CIA| EL 277f? Shall I send her another text message?
A: OL|O}, OLF Ms}= &ff 1} No, just call her.
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Tt as a noun, means “carrot’, but since it shares the same beginning syllable
with &9 meaning “of course”, some people started saying & instead of &}
91 just for fun. The pronunciation of the two words is similar, and saying &t
instead of &91 is more common nowadays. Using &t in sentence forms, &}

L0]X| or E+20|Z, is also used by many people to mean “of course”.

Carrots are commonly eaten by horses, so people sometimes change 2! (lit.

horse food) to 20| X| to mean “of course”.
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Noun Form Noun + “to be”
= =h2o|Ct
CrAO| K| (HH2h

More Examples

1. 20|Z. X A= AfEholoL.

Of course. I’'m British.
2. sH=Y2 s

Of course I've done all my homework.
3. G2 eES U

Of course | can help you.

Sample Dialogue

A: A& ZHHO]? Did you do well on the exam?

B: ZHLO|X|. O[tHo|| 25 2ro| i Of course. | studied a lot this time.

oOT LS
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CHE} means “awesome’, “great’, “killer’, or “amazing’. It is often used when
you're dumbfounded by a situation, but it can also be used to say “‘CHEILFA|
2’ meaning “l wish you great success!” to wish someone good luck. The word
CH} is used often between friends and can also be seen on advertisements.
It is basically a noun and can be used with several verbs. “CJ{&} + O|C} (to be)’
means “to be awesome” and “Ci{E} + LIC} (to come out)” means “to become
successful” or “to be a hit (product)’. Sometimes, however, L2} can be used

as an adverb, as in “C{E} BQILC} (really cool)’.
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Noun/Adjective Form
Chet
Adjective + “to be”
cheto|ct

Chato|of
(Present tense)
CH=fo|A04
(Past tense)

Exclamation
CHet
Noun + Verb
CHekof) Lict
Chek(o]) E{X|C}

................................................................................................... More Examples

1. CHeh
Awesome!

2. CHErelgl?
That’s crazy!

3. 2FH Cheto|of.

It’s totally awesome!

4. 1 ApZhCjekShoy.

He became so successful.

5. CHet giglof!
It’s so cool!
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p L 3 0§7] S0P 2= Y F2
.

OF 1> it kA

<
d3f 2HM ZC}

2Ol EQ OFFol Chal & 74z,

2 et o E220 222
SLp?

[
.................. Sample Dialogue J

Have you heard? Today’s class has
been cancelled.

Oh, really? Sweet! Fantastic!

But | heard that the class will be held
on Saturday morning instead.

What?! That’s crazy. How can we
have class on a Saturday?
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£8 s originally a term used in video games. 5(f8) means “to get” or “to
gain’, and B! comes from O}O|&! (item). Just because you “get” an item,

however, doesn’t mean you have actually done SEl,

£Hl is only used when you’ve gotten something that is either rare or high in
value. For example, if you are looking for a particular piece of clothing or an
electronic device that you have really wanted for a long time, and you finally

bought it, you can use the verb SEIG|LC|.

Over time, SEl! has also come to mean that someone has gained something

through luck, but in a sarcastic manner.
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Noun Form Noun + Verb
= Sesict

More Examples

1. OfH| wis}H 2ATot 01+ SH!

| went to the department store yesterday and got this!

2. 7|cj ot 5t Qi 2 SEIGH0|Q.

A AN - [ A |

| wasn’t expecting much, but | really found a gem!

Sample Dialogue

A: O] X|O} of|euC}. This skirt is pretty.
B: 1X|? 5,0002!0] SE&li3H0]. I know, right? | got it for 5,000 won.
A: FIXE MICH! So cheap!
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ZHIHO| means “not doing” or “skipping” something that you are supposed to
do; mainly not attending a class in school to go do something else (i.e. go see
a movie or play pool). It is almost always used with the verb X|C} as in the
form of ZHIHO| X|Ct. When talking about school classes, 10| X|C} basically

means “playing hooky” or “wagging school”.

HERELESL 67



Conjugations and Common Usages

Noun Form

wol

Noun + Verb

Yol x|ct

1. ¢ WdoHol
| skipped my class.

2. 8hm WHO|HOIQ.
| skipped school.

3. WHOIXIx| O
Don'’t skip your classes.

More Examples

Sample Dialogue

Do you want to go watch a movie?

No, | have a class.

Just skip it.

No, | didn’t go yesterday, either.
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ZJ =& is the combination of the word 57| (mutt) and & (training).
There is a collective thought that crossbred, or mixed, dogs are less intelligent
than purebred dogs, which leads to the common belief that the training for a
mutt should be tougher and more repetitive than the training for a purebred
dog. Therefore, =7l| £ usually refers to the act of making someone do
something repetitively in an empty-headed way. When someone makes you
do things that seem meaningless, repetitive, or not very effective, you can use
the expression “S7l| £ A|F|C} . This is ONLY advised to be used to really
close friends or people younger than you. The actual expression you can use
is “E7H S A7 LR or “E7H S AHRY
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Noun Form Noun + Verb
SN = 70 E”-(2) A7ICt
................................................................................................... More Examples J
1. 1 3 A|F4?

(I|t.) Are you training me as a dog ?
Are you giving me mindless work?
Are you making me do this repeatedly?

[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J
A: X|7]|, 0|7 C} =ZHsH0]. Hey, I've finished packing this.
B: O}, 20 0|Z ot =Ai|. CtA| SHOF  Oh, I forgot to put this in. You need
2Lct. to do it again.
A X252 S5 EH AZ|LE? K] Hey, are you giving me dog training
= 0|7 M| H'IMH T A= 7{o}. now? I'm packing this for the third
time now.
B: OL|C}, O & AX}oj| DE27p2 No, should we put it in a bigger box?
A: L|7}3H. You do it yourself!
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0=, = [ri:al]
k= [real]

In Korean, when you want to ask “is it true that ---?”, you can use the word A}
Al (fact) in a couple of different ways: -3HCH= 7| AFAIO|OF? or -2H= 7| AFAIO]
Of? However, over time, young people started using the Konglish word 2|
(real), replacing the native Korean word Al4!. Nowadays, you will hear many

young people saying “-2}= 7| 2|2?” instead of the former two phrases.
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Coincidentally, the Spanish soccer team Real Madrid became very popular in
Korea, so many people started using the Spanish pronunciation of “real’, &|
2t instead of the English pronunciation, 2|2l. Some Real Madrid fans like to
point out that the “Real” of “Real Madrid” actually means “royal” and not “real
but most people don’t care about the difference or even the fact that 2{|&

came from a Spanish word.

Over time, 2|2} has also come to mean “severely’, “very’, “immensely’, etc.

PSR More Examples J

1. 07 | 27ICh
This is freaking hilarious!
2. O 2| Timt =hatal.

This is really certain, for sure.

[
PP Sample Dialogue J
A: L Y £ oiCt= 7 ZIMof? Is it true that we have no class
tomorrow?
B: 2.%9i0]. Yeah. We have no class.
A: B|d? Really?

»
’
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22 UL} or 2XIE ULt are used when someone has ignored either what
you have said, or a message that you have sent to them and they have not
responded. “AC}” means “to chew” in Korean, but in this context, it is used
to express that the opposite party is ignoring you and not responding. “Quit
blowing me off” or “Are you blowing me off?” would be similar English
expressions. The actual sentences you hear people say are “Lj & AIX| O} or
o} L 2} Hof?”
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e /N
(wsuc) (@xie ur)
N2 4

More Examples

1. U X3 L & &0q?
Are you ignoring me now?
2. o AtEH S AOf?
Why do you ignore what | say?
3. EX} X o}
Don’t ignore my text messages.
4. BRHUR| LD EEE L,
Don’t ignore my text messages, and write back!
5. L 2X} e »lo]>

Why do you ignore my text messages?

Sample Dialogue

A: Of, L 2lf Op7t Lif 2 At A 21012

Hey, why did you ignore my text

B: OF... L} HE{2]7} g10{M #E o]

RO
A: U X5 Mst =R

message earlier?

Oh... my battery is dead, so my
cellphone is turned off.

But your phone is ringing now.
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|2 is a combination of HIEF (mental) and =1 (breakdown, collapse) and
refers to how someone is frustrated and doesn’t know what to do. HI2 can
be used with a variety of verbs to form expressions such as HI£0| L} (lit.

Hl = comes; fig. to experience a mental breakdown, to panic), HI2 S =7)|C}
(to feel HIZ; to feel frustrated), and HIZO0|C} (to be HIE; to be frustrating; to

cause panic).

A similar expression to HI2 is {Z]20| 5} X|C}, which literally means
“everything turns white inside one’s brain” and your mind “goes blank.”
Some people argued that M= is a word borrowed from Japanese porn so it

shouldn’t be used, but the argument turned out to be groundless.
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Noun Form Noun + “to be” Noun + Verb
HS HlSol|Ct HS(0]) 2Ct
HSS Z7|Ct

................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. OfH| HEE, X|Z, 7+ Ct S10{H{2{ M 2 IS 2401

L
I lost my cellphone, my wallet, and my bag yesterday and fell into a total
panic.

2. g ol R B2 L7 AFE7F 0F LiM HFO0|of
| have so much work to do and my computer suddenly broke, so I'm
panicking now.

[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J

A Bl si? What are you doing?

B: ZErASHH mplo| LOf7tA HIE £F  The file | was working on got deleted,
0. so I'm freaking out right now.

A: K&+ ot 3Hoi? You didn’t save it?
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71 means “concept’, and F(#) means ‘none” or “nothing”. When you say
that someone has £ 7|4, it means that person has no common sense. If
someone is rude, senseless, and/or stupid, therefore causing harm to others

and hurting other people’s feelings, that person is S7{30|C}.

Often at times, =F (man) and L] (woman) are placed after 27 to form £7}
Lt and 27l L, which refer to a male or female who lacks common sense.
If typing the word “S27J" in the YouTube search bar, most of the search
results will be videos of people causing harm or inconvenience to other

people in public.

Along the same lines as 27}, there are more expressions which have been
formed very recently using 7. One example is 7|42 AAISICT (to lose
one’s common sense), and another is 7|3 CtEZ2H|CI2 HYUCT (to have

sent one’s common sense to the Andromeda Galaxy).
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Noun Form Noun + “to be”
2ond oot
................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. =2l olEA 2ol giLl?
Why are you so rude and stupid?

2. OfH| A7HRISH =, EHXI7L 2 70 0[2A 10=2 BHofl Zojl 2401
| went on a blind date yesterday, and the man was a total dimwit, so | came
back home in just 10 minutes.

[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J

A: OftH Al2to| o]At&i0|0f|2? What kind of person is your ideal
type?

B: EMZ{o}E|=r|, MZd2.. 27|  He has to be handsome, but as
ok ofL|T™H 2. for personality... as long as he has

common sense, it’s fine.

A M= ofuf? How about me?
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=

2 oo €} Ik

These 3 words are used to describe imported dramas from the United States

= = =

(O0]=2), Japan (2 &), and China (5=2) respectively. By using the first syllable of
the Korean name for each country, and the first syllable of the Korean word
for drama, E2}0}, these words are created. Imported dramas are slowly
becoming more and more popular with the younger generations, and anyone

under 40 years of age knows of and uses these words as common practice.
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................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. 2EM0|YME 0= FHE 3.
Can you recommend some American TV dramas to me that are interesting
these days?

2. QUE HEA A0 THHO|R.

| studied Japanese while watching Japanese TV dramas.

................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue H

A: L{ =0 E g8 Which American TV dramas are you
watching these days?

B: L} Q= 0O|EQotHT &lE HE=? |don’t watch American TV dramas
these days, but | do watch Japanese
ones.

A: Jef? 2= ZiR0? You do? Are Japanese TV dramas
fun, too?

B: *Ha} xj%= 7 ot There are a ton that are really fun.

*p.124
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HI7}X]| is a large plastic bowl or gourd, and in the past, it was an item used

in nearly every household for cooking. An old-fashioned and traditional H}7}
X| is made of wood, but these days, there are many Z2}AE! (plastic) HI7}X|
being used. This expression means “to be ripped off” or “to be charged more
than necessary” and originates from a gambling game that was introduced to
Korea about 100 years ago. The host of the game would place ten bowls, or H}
7}X], upside down on a surface and number the bowls one through ten. The
host would then think of a number between one and ten and have the players
(usually one or two) place their bets on the bowl they thought the host was
thinking of. If the players bet on the right bowl, they would win their money
back. If they lost, the host collected the money and all that was left would be
the empty bow! which was bet on. H}7}X| 2AL}, or literally “wearing a bowl”,

became a symbol of getting swindled by the host of the game.
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HEZER] EEH

................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. H}Z}X| 22 74 Z+otQ.
I think | was ripped off.

2. QIEHIo= AOIEM HIZHX|E oF & 4= 210{2.

If you look it up online, you can avoid getting ripped off.

3. #ef 2hAQIH|, HEZEX] MA] 32 J0)| 4{012.
It’s actually 10,000 won, but | was ripped off and bought it for 30,000 won.

[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J
A: O|7{ oj|eeCt, 0Ot =10 A0q? This is pretty. How much did you pay
forit?
B: 52H&l 50,000 won.
A: 58247 2FF HEZEX| AL 50,000 won? You were completely

ripped off!
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HH2~ as a general term, refers to someone who is jobless, while Bi X refers
specifically to a female who is jobless. Many people believe that the current
meaning of Y4~ () came from the fact that if you don’t do any work, your
hands () will be very clean and white (). There are also some who believe
that B~ should be written as F &, using the character &, meaning “head”.
This would describe someone who would only study, study, and study for a

big national exam until their hair turned white, yet failed in getting a job.

The expression Bi~Z1E} (g F#25F) is often used to refer to someone who is
jobless and doesn’t do anything meaningful. The Z1E} part is thought to have
derived from the name “Gandharva’; Buddhist spirits who are known for their
skills as musicians. When writing the name Gandharva in Hangeul, it is written

as Z1EHH}, and when paired with Bi4~ (), it could literally mean “white/
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clean-handed Gandharva”, or someone who is not doing any labor other than

something as “meaningless” as playing music.

As mentioned before, 812~ is a general term for someone who does not
have a job, either male or female. 8§ X, however, started being used more
frequently to refer specifically to women, since 84X means “swan” and
implies that a woman is more graceful about her job situation: more so than

someone who is referred to as a Bi4~,
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Lt 552 w0},

Starting today, | don’t have a job (anymore).

Ofd| #== gt 05t 410]L.

| want to stop being jobless now.

More Examples

Sample Dialogue

What do you do these days?

I’'m still jobless.

Still? For five years?
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Hif==0| refers to hardcore female fans who are crazy about celebrities. It

is a combination of the words U} and -2=0], which used to be a common
ending for female names in the past. li}2=0| definitely has a negative feel,
and it can also refer to how a hardcore fangirl would take offense at the
slightest criticism of her idol, or how she would go to every single concert
and buy every single piece of idol merchandise. Additionally, the word Hif
%=0] is used to condescendingly refer to a group of fan girls by people who

don't understand their enthusiasm or level of fandom. W}=0| has the same

connotations, except that it refers to a male fan and is used less commonly.
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................................................................................................... More Examples J
1. 2N O tte0l|7} FHof?
When did you become such a fangirl?
2. F7t B2tk dkeolQl A Ef iCt
Anyone can tell that you are a fangirl.
[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J
A: O{X| 2AME x{O]Q}A0{? Did you have fun at the concert

yesterday?

B: Hifz=0|SO0| {5 A2| &2{M 2|2 Fangirls were screaming too much,

£l01. so it was painful.
A: L{T wf=S0|&o}. You're a fanboy, too.
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kM| C} is used to talk about work in two different ways: when there is a lot of
work to do in a short amount of time, and also to describe someone who is

working very diligently.
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Exclamation Adjective Form Adverb Form
ik | kAl + Noun EAH| + Verb
................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. 0|7 L5 wk|C}.
This is too tough.
2. WH 5
tough class
3.
tough work
4. Qs b7 Ysfof &,
We need to work really hard today.
5. QZ 20| Ztuky|.
Work has been tough lately.
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[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J
A: QZ S|AF L off? How’s work these days?
B: 2% uiknf|. oH=l 11A|Of] 2L It's really tough. I finish at 11 o’clock

everyday.

A: ZIf kg ZAICE 21 S22 @ A|  That must be really tough. Then

of| st=dl? what time do you go to work?
B: 0f?...2...2A]. What? Um... 2 o’clock.

94 KOREAN SLANG EXPRESSIONS



kX |C} basically means “to feel irritated” or “to feel angry”. There are mainly
two theories about how 8 X|C} came to have these meanings. One theory is
that 8HX|C} came from the meaning “to have sexual intercourse” and became
another curse word related to sex. The other theory is that it came from ttf,
which refers to someone’s forehead or head and the way one may hit his/
her head on a desk, brick wall, or other

object out of anger.

Either way, regardless of the original
meaning, ¥ X|C} is used among young _z=
Koreans today to mean “to feel angry’.
It is, however, considered highly
inappropriate to use in public or in
front of people who are older than

oneself.
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Infinitive Form Adjective Form Narrative
x|t LS I}
................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. I % 20 2% w2

What are you so angry about this time?

2. 3 A0IZ o Wl 2o 0| W Hole.
If you are with him, you will often feel angry.

[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J

A: EH| ZX| okoto]? Didn’t you quit smoking?

B: ZRAUX|... 20| & tX|= 0| ! Idid... but when something upsetting

Lo A AN S =2V i
S = 1|l happens, | smoke.
A: B&elolh)? What’s wrong?
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8 means “cheek” and X|C} means “to hit”, therefore ¥ X|C} means “to slap
someone in the face”. The most commonly used phrase is ¢104|21/7}/2

Bl /etc... + U X| 7| 0| B8C} which means that someone is so pretty that their
mere presence would slap a celebrity/singer/model in the face or make them
shameful. It can also be used toward men, but the verb which follows i X|7|

would change and be something else like Z 2 Z4iC} or BIX|C}.
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Adverb Form

' XA

Infinitive Form

x|t

Adjective Form

x|

More Examples

1. H 217 S0l g W2 Aol i X|A| ot 2.
One of my friends is, truly, as pretty as an actress.

2. 1 0f0|= Lto|:= of 2l m{ot: &2i0] YE 0of

2wre

This kid is very young, but still has the piano skills of an adult!

Sample Dialogue

Wow. They are really good!

professional dancers!

Look at those kids. They dance just
as well as adults!

Yeah. They really dance as well as
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{7 |C} means “to brag” or “to boast”,
but in a way that makes a person look
very arrogant and snobbish. It is similar
to the English expression “to be on
one’s high horse”. | 7|C} is often used
in sentence structures such as “i{ 7| X|
OF (don’t brag) or “t#{7| 11 CIL|C} (to go

around bragging about something).

However, it{7|C} is sometimes also used
in place of H{E|LC} (to endure, to hold out) in slang expressions. For example,
instead of saying “Ot X} 11 BHE|C} (to endure and not sleep), some people say

“ot X} {7 |C} to mean the same thing.
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Infinitive Form

HH 7|t

Adjective Form
7| =

ZH AA M2 A 7|30 eh|EHE|?

More Examples

| saw him going around bragging about his new watch.

M= 3AI7EX] oF Kb BHZACIL| L2 Zf=a.

| stayed awake until 3 a.m., so I'm really tired.

A: =0 CtE M2 *H=d?

B: O{X| AH= 4A|7EX| | SHCHL i
Z40].
S

A: JajM C}3Hof?

[
Sample Dialogue J 4444444

You've got some serious bags under
your eyes.

| stayed up until 4 a.m. yesterday to
do my homework.

So have you finished it?
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Al1 means “accident’, and the verb X|C} is often used after A1l to mean “to
make” or “to create” a problem. In this context, A}1l does NOT necessarily
mean an actual “accident”, but rather a mistake or a problem that someone
has caused. In some cases, although not very often, A}l X|C} can also mean
that a girl and a guy sleep with each other under the influence of alcohol.
When you are talking about an actual car accident that someone caused, you
need to pair A}l with the verb L{C}.
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................................................................................................... More Examples J
1. EE AbD FO9?
You did something bad again?
2. O|tHofl= B2& At HOf?
What did you do this time?
3. 77| 7N AR X|X| OF.
Don’t make any mistakes there.
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J
A: L EE SERO|A AFD FX]? You did something bad at school
again, didn’t you?
B: OlL|2.2HL? No. Why?

A: MMLlo| oo 20 st 2 @2FE  Your teacher told me to come to the

O? £& Al #09? school. What did you do?
B: OfL| Ok & ZH OfL|3, SE|&FH  No, it’s just... it’s nothing big. | just

7 ZoiL. broke a few glass windows.
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AM7IICHis used to describe how someone pretends to have not heard you or
totally ignores something that you said. For example, if you tell some younger
children to do something, and they continue to play and totally ignore you,
then you can say “2i7J}X| OF . However, this word should not be used in front

of older people. Although it is written as “M7J}C}’, it is pronounced as “M7JIC}.
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................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. M7EX| op
Don’t pretend I’'m not here!

2. fAIEtS BEOE OLF MtQ?
| know you saw me. Why did you pretend to not see me?

[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J

A: OF L] O{HN| &} L} 20 &= M7k f? Hey, you saw me yesterday and still
pretended not to see me. Why was

that?
B: Of..L} O{H| A7{EIGHAH =, Oh, | was on a blind date yesterday.
A: ZCED AM7pLE? LY 7| &) sl ? You avoided me because of that? Do
| embarrass you?
B: 0]..&.. Yeah, you kind of do.
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MI7}X] is originally used to describe someone’s good manners or when talking
about what someone is made of. M7} X| ]C} is used quite often to talk about
someone who has no manners at all, however its opposing form, M{7}X| QIC}
is not used any more. Over the course of time, people started using the word
MZHX] to crudely refer to a younger person who doesn’t have any manners.

You cannot use the word when talking about, or to, someone older than you.
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Noun Form Noun + Verb
MZER| MZEX| 7k ATk
MZEX| 7} eAct
Adverb Form Adjective Form
MEZEX] GAA| M7 gl

More Examples J .....

1. 7 AIRES & WTER|7} S0l Q.

O O

He’s such a rude person.

2. O M7HX| eiA| Zstx| of.
Don’t talk in such a rude manner.

3. O}O|EO0| MZ7}X|7}Q101.
The kids are so rude.
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...................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J
A: L e op7t 2| LSt 22| Why were you so rude to my brother
MZEX| 917 2Hsho]? earlier?
B: L{U| 2utt7} O] A5t 2 (2) 5HLO0}.  Your brother was saying something
weird.
A: Betxa = What did he say?
B: Liu| @ubt7t L MpZEX] SicH. He says that you are rude and
careless.
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Mo s used to describe someone’s face that has absolutely no makeup on

it. It was first used on a comedy program and has become very popular and
widely used. It is a combination of the sino-Korean word “/” (4) and the first
letter “” from the word “2=” (face). When you say that someone’s A is
pretty, it means she is naturally beautiful and does not need makeup to look

good. It can be written as either 24 or A1,
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Noun Form Noun + “to be” Preposition + Noung
M/ Mdolct/dHolct AR /AR
(= without any make-up)

................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. O A2 Mo ot 2.

She looks beautiful without any makeup on.
2. MeHE JFMAZ CH4Q.

I usually don’t wear any makeup.
3. ML XA U012

Are you confident without any makeup on?

[
.................................................................................................. Sample Dialogue J

-

A: O{H| ZoM SLF2Ht=H|, 22 I met Yuna in the street yesterday,

O} = wSHZErO}. and | almost didn’t recognize her.

B: 9ff? Why?

—

2io|=g|? without her makeup on. She looked
like a totally different person.

A: 7H A XS EIHE QX CFE A} It was my first time seeing her

B: OF LT =ZH0l. L= X}Al @) Hey, you're no different. Are YOU

- AA
0> confident with your no-makeup

face?
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O} is a combination of O} %! (breakfast) and 4! (lunch). O} was probably
formed as a result of trying to come up with an equivalent Korean word for
“brunch’. Some people use the word ZX{ to refer to a meal that you eat
between lunch and dinner hours. Just like the words O}Z! and 4!, you can

use ML} with O}A, as in O} 2L} (to eat brunch).
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Noun Form

o

Noun + Verb

OFH(S) HCt

More Examples

1. 2| U Zo| o™ "3k
Shall we have brunch together tomorrow?
2. OfEZ 2{0{M OF%] Hi7} o .
I had brunch (late breakfast), so I'm not hungry.

Sample Dialogue

B: OfL|, OFE 2H0{Af bl oF 1}

A: 20| LE =X 2.

Okay. I'll go and eat by myself.

Do you want to have lunch together?

No, | had brunch, so I'm not hungry.
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Ot is an Internet term which is a combination of 251, the medical term for
“eyeball’, and & 7|, which translates to “moisture’. 9t is typically used with
O|C}, which means “to be”. It is used in a joking manner to tease someone by
insinuating that “you look like you might cry” or “you bring tears to my eyes”
after a regrettable or pathetic situation occurs. This is often used in a similar

fashion to the American slang use of the word “fail’.
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Noun Form Noun + “to be”
ot ot&5O|Ct
................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. okao|Ck
It’s pathetic.

2. 250|101
It was pathetic.

3. orgeold|?

It’s really pathetic.

[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J
A: 0|71 El2} o|7{ LH7} & A|ZH Z2{  Look at this! It took me over ten
M OH= 7|0} hours to bake these cookies.
B: OF50|CE B& 7|5 A A|ZH That's crazy! What kind of cookies do
O|L} Z2{M TtS0]? you spend ten hours to bake?
A: 2k oL} H} gkolo]. Have some first. They are good.

B: O|A| RO} ZIM}OFQi0]. 2 OF&  What's this? It tastes so bad! This is

0||_'_|-_ a total failure.
A g What...
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2tH} is short for OF2H}O| E, which derives from the German word “Arbeit”
meaning “‘work” or “effort’. Both 2'H} and O} 2H|}0|E are frequently used to
refer to a “part-time job”. People who do part-time work are referred to as “O}

EHI'olgACI;” or “OEFHI'ACI;”-

There are a number of verbs which are typically used along with 2H}, such as
SHHH(E) SIC} (to do a part-time job), ZHHE) 5L} (to look for a part-time

job), 2HKE) 521 7IC} (to go to one’s part-time job), 2HH} ZH2|C} (to be fired
from one’s part-time job), and 2H} ZLIL} (to get off one’s part-time job). O}

Z2H|O|E can be used for all of these examples.
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It is common to see young people have more than just one part-time job.
When counting one’s part-time jobs, although the most basic counter for &
H}is 7l (2HH} St 7l = one part-time job), some people also use the counter
El and the verb 5|C} when referring to multiple part-time jobs. For example,

someone may say, ‘2H} &= El EE|0{2”, meaning “I have two part-time jobs’.




Conjugations and Common Usages

Noun Form Noun + Verb
ot UHHE) SICt
2HHE) FoICt

2HHE) 5Ct

2HH7H St

................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. QF Lt M g FI0IM HF Z| 23,

| have three part-time jobs these days, so I'm really tired.

2. 5k Ql=o| oFgo == o7t elof.
I’'m looking for a part-time job, but | can’t find anything that | like.

[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J
A: @5 2} ot 7 Are you not doing your part-time job
today?
B: L} O{X| &d} &40, | got fired from my part-time job
yesterday.
A: EE =™ 7r0{? Did you drink and go to work again?
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44

247t is used to describe a beautiful face. It is the combination of & from &
= (face) and & which means “awesome” or “the best’. It can be used for both

men and women.
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Noun Form Noun + “to be”
U dFo|Ct
................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. 22| st gEol0.
She’s the prettiest girl in my school.
2. JME2 EHM PEo = RHRH0IR.

She was famous on the Internet as a pretty girl.

[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J

A: X OJX}0oj E204? x§7} L2| &t & Do you see that girl? She’s the
0|0k prettiest girl in my school.

B: ZH7} &*®o|2}? OF LU &t w0f] THAT's the prettiest girl in your
ol|28 o7} 2| Q10f? school? Are pretty girls that scarce in
your school?

A: °ff? of|ueX| erof? Lql| St = Why? Isn’t she pretty? Who's the

=

o 3g? prettiest girl in YOUR school?
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21X10} is short for “A0} ZI3L OFS”, and Y RI% is short for “O} XL b,
Mothers (especially in Korea) often like to compare their child with someone
else’s child, and for some mysterious reason, the other child always tends to
be perfect. Whether it is giving money to their parents, always being nice,
always coming in first place, always having the best test scores, or always
listening to what his/her parents say, the other child is always superior. The
words QZI0} and 2 EIH, respectively, refer to a man or a woman who is
perfect in many aspects; including looks, academic capabilities, career, and

personality.
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................................................................................................... More Examples J

[EY

7H= 2H Gzlotok. Xsh= Al 9101
He’s a totally perfect guy. There isn’t a single thing he isn’t good at.

2. O[H| EL L ¥zIZo|7L? R §10].
| didn’t realize it before, but you are good at everything. | hate you.

............................................................................................ | Sample Dialogue J
A: L} SH{=C) §Hz43h01! | was admitted to Harvard University.
B: 7 L &t AdzxIofL}? What? You are just perfect!
A: S}s}. OfL|OF Haha. Not really.
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22} is similar to the expressions O, O}, or ZA| which all mean “very”

or “quite”’. However, 22} is much stronger and considered crude, so it is not
advised to use it in formal settings or to people older than you. A word that
has the same meaning and the same level of casualness is Z2}. Both &2}
and &2} are used mostly by young people in their teens, twenties, or thirties

at the maximum.
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................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. Y2} oot

There’s so much of it.
2. gt EcH

The weather’s so hot!
3. at |

It’s so expensive!

[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J

A: O{EAM| 27 ofC|O}? Hello? Where are you?

B: LI X|Z =CH &=0| AF2F et 'm here in Hongdae now, and there’s

o}. a lot of people here.
A: J2f? L= M=Z0IH| 0{7|= & Really? I'min Sinchon, and there’s so
2} Af2Hako}. many people here, too.
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A js short for B SZ (sense of inferiority), and Z comes from Z4&}
(explosion). Although the entire phrase is technically &-SZt ZHt (explosion
of inferiority complex), 2 Z is used to describe someone who shows a lot of
jealousy or has an inferiority complex toward someone else. Many people
think 2= means Q2| Z (very + explode) or & HIO[A] ZH (be upset +
explode), signifying that they are just “angry”, and often at times, people will

misuse the expression. You can also use ¥ Z5|L} as a verb.

Additionally, if someone is using 2 Z about him/herself, he/she is probably

misusing the word.
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Young ja Lee

TR0 SHO| @A REL}? -, -

2% 353

Sinyoung Kim

EfYUHOF Ok THAI2 T2l 555
2% 355

Bocklim Ma

50| Hoa AL ZolZz?

2% 3:56




Conjugations and Common Usages

Noun Form Noun + Verb
= HEsIC}

More Examples

YEsfM gt L0|2A012. Z[SEILIC
| said it out of jealousy. Sorry.

W3 2H W W20 EEL L |lo].

There is no need to become overly jealous about such a thing.

Sample Dialogue

Li7t el dSZ2 l=dl? Why would

| really don’t like that guy.

Aren’t you just being jealous?

| feel inferior?
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1%+l js an expression used to criticize the things that lovers do to signify
their love. 2%} originally means “preserving food in salt’, but in this context
it has a totally different meaning. The term Q&S X| 2L} can be translated
as “to rub salt into the wound”, and it generally means that couples do
something in front of single people to show off their love for one another,
making single people feel very jealous and angry. The word Q%! refers to
the ACT of &%ZFS X| 2L}, and it can be used with the verb -O|C} (to be) or 5}
C} (to do).
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Noun Form

|
ar

Noun + Verb Noun + “to be”
PEE(S) slCt AZHEo|Ct

1. HZHE sHx| op

44444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444 More Examples J

Don’t show off that you are a couple!

2. QZFHE = Aoty

il

Stop showmg off that you are a couple!

3. 9f gyEmolop

Why are you trying to make me jealous?

A: LFLIR R} 3
Zo| Z#?

B: |_H OI-O."A-I CC O =|

[
........................................................ Sample Dialogue J

Jekodst = 740 I'm going to watch a movie with my

boyfriend tomorrow. Do you want to
come with us?

ZH2l Sl And are you going to make me
jealous again?

A: O3 L& o{X} £13 O|2{e}. Then bring your girlfriend, too.

B: L}OJX} X1 Q=7 LA 2| &1  You know | don’t have a girlfriend.

ZEo[o?

Why are you trying to make me
jealous?
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The original meaning of Q0] is “surplus’, but these days, people use the word
to talk about a certain person’s capabilities. When you refer to someone as
an 0§, it means that the person is not a “necessary” or “essential” person,
and is therefore considered “a surplus’. This concept is sometimes related to
young people without a job. You can also describe someone’s unnecessary (but

great) skills as 2101.

210 is often combined with other words to form interesting new expressions.
For example, EQ0] is a combination of EQ|E{ (Twitter) and 201, and refers
to someone who spends too much time on Twitter. 202 is a combination of
210§ and & (power), which refers to someone’s capability to do unnecessary

and seemingly meaningless work in his/her own free time.
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................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. L} 2P EQo] §o].

I've become a complete Twitter addict.

2. 2EAO7LEI7IES 7|1 0.

I’'m enjoying the feeling of being unnecessary and idle these days.

................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J
A QZ U ob 5l SEE OFS{A|  These days, | don’t work, and | don’t
2+x 2l0{x{2 X|LY study, so | am living like a completely

unnecessary and free person.

B: HEC}L LIT J2{1 4lC}. I'm jealous. | wish | could do that,
too.

A: ==ar 5| B X|AHL. Try that just for a week. You get tired
of it.
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Z7Z4 means “end” or “termination”’, and X} is a word which is often attached
to the end of another noun to mean a “person’. Therefore, ZZ X} literally
means “terminator” or “finisher”. Similar expressions in English are “killer”,
“top-notch”, “grade A, and “first-rate”. If you describe someone as a “SZ

XF of something, it means that person is at the highest level of achievement,
skill, beauty, etc., and that no one else can compare or is a fair match. Words
commonly used together with ZZX} are: 20| (body figure), AH! (specs;
academic or career background), and Z§M (fashion). Place ZZ X} after those

words to create S0l SZX}, A"l X}, and I|M SAKL
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................................................................................................... More Examples U
1. M HjE e 2o SZKo}.
That actor has a killer body.
2. Wt s S i SAXI £[o] F30{!
I'll display top-notch airport fashion today.
[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J
A: X 13 21 Al ZAXIOFL. He’s got the perfect specs.
B: OffH HHOJ|AM? In what aspect?

A: SHHE CHEtw LF2HTT, NASAOIAM  He graduated from Harvard, used to
ol

QISHA 1 X| 22 UNO|A] 5H. work at NASA, and now works at the
UN.
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HE has the same meaning as 7}M}, which means “fake item” or “forgery”.

The word 7}3} (which is less slang-like) is used more commonly by the general

public, and its antonyms are XIS and ZIx}.

Conjugations and Common Usages

Noun Form Noun + “to be”

="E "Solct

More Examples

1. O|7{ ®EO0|&?
This is a fake, right?
2. O|H =S otL[02.
This is not fake.
3. MEOol7{E27l0]|Q.
| don’t think | could tell that it’s a fake.
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[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J

A: 2} L 0|7 H|#t 7{ OfLF? L|7}  Wow! Hey, isn’t this expensive? How

0|Z O{™ZH| 401> did you afford to buy this?
B: O}, 0|7 ZtE0|0F. FIMt ZEX|? Oh, this is a fake. It looks real, right?

A: ®EO|2}D? XM HEX R HO| It's a fake? But it really looks like a
=g? real brand-name product!

B: L7} 220 MEL O} HEZR|S H  Even a fake product looks like a real
0| X|? one if | use it, right?

A: O}, *%&hL}. You're annoying.
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&1L} is usually used to describe someone or something which is very strict,
merciless, or doesn’t allow for exceptions. ZQiLC} is thought to have derived
from the expression 21 &1L}, which means “there is none (of something)’
or “to be completely absent”. Since the pronunciation of the second letter,
A, changes to ™ after &, people started saying 2HQIC}. The phrase then
changed to 2FPEQILC| for emphasis. Over time, the first letter was completely

removed and only ZQIC} remains.

You can use ZQIC} when talking about someone who is very strict and leaves
little room for error, or someone who doesn’t cut you any slack. When you
make a mistake, someone who is described as ZQIC} won’t let it pass and will

be merciless about your mistake.
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Infinitive Form

Adjective Form

Adverb Form

Zzelct Bole Zalo|
................................................................................................... More Examples J

L 0 MAH2 128 X|ZHHE Eelo]

That teacher is so strict that even if you’re just 1 minute late, he won't let it

pass.

2. 0| d&0[2tM d5HH 02

This is a live show, so if you make a mistake, you can

‘t undo it.

Sample Dialogue

time.

I’'m so sorry.

Please forgive me this

| won’t forgive you next time.

Yes. | won’t forget next year’s
1A wedding anniversary.
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L} is short for M5 L, which is used to express annoyance when something
does not go as well as you would like it to. When you are upset or annoyed,
the emotion can be expressed with the word M}=. The verb LIC} and its

variation L}|C} are used along with M= to give the full effect.
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Exclamation Narrative
Lt ot
................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. Of, ZImt L}
I’'m really pissed!
2. MELICH
I’'m so upset!
3. U o] Lt
I’'m upset because of you.

.............................................................................................. | Sample Dialogue J
A: O %ZLH I'm so annoyed!
B: 2f> Why?
A: ZIFLE0| C} M52 of diof None of my friends are answering

my phone calls!
B: L| M3IL|77} oF BEX]. L}2}E QF BE  It's because it's your phone call. |
7ict. wouldn’t answer it, either.
A: OF &L} L X2| 7] You're pissing me off. Go away.
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L} is often used to express that something is “great’, “wicked”, or
“awesome”. This word is thought to have derived from the meaning of “being
soaked in sweat” (from hard labor or hot weather) like a “pickled food is

soaked in salt’.
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Infinitive Form Exclamation Adjective Form
Art HCH e
................................................................................................... More Examples J
1. WCH
Sick!
2. 0|7 ZIW ML},
This is really wicked!
3. Ak 72t 2 ML}
His camera is awesome!
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J

A: Of, 0|7 B} 2tH =o1. Hey look! This is awesome!

: 8} 0| &=t Ftm|2tof?

2| FL 2|, 22 742401 0]
ZE AIZI H o™ TNt Hoj.

Of 2|, BHE{2| 7} Qi=H?

Wow. Whose camera is this?

It's my sister’s, but | snuck it out.
When you take pictures with it, the
pictures are really sick!

Hey, but there’s no battery in it.
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ZZalg|C} is used when someone is embarassed or has lost face. A more
standard way of saying the same thing is £ T1Z1LC} (to be shy, to be
embarrassed) or 2| S}C} (to be embarrassed), but in spoken Korean, ZZZi2|

C} tends to have a stronger nuance.

148 KOREAN SLANG EXPRESSIONS



................................................................................................... More Examples J
1. O, ZEH!
Gosh, this is embarrassing!
2. ZTaly| ef aae?
Why are you making me so embarrassed?
3. I ZEYAM Z3 302,
| almost died of shame!
[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J
A: O}, Z=he! I'm so embarrassed!
B: ef Jzl> What's wrong?

A: XIH7 Ef o °I'0-|| X|LFZICEZ} 1 was passing a girls” highschool on
LH0{ X 0]. 22 =S u3Ho]. a bike, and | fell. | almost died of
shame.

B: 17 149107 X|2 EQ|E{0|| AFXl Was that you? People posted
ZotEg). pictures on Twitter.

AA —
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ZZL} describes how someone’s vigor has been squashed out or someone is
scared of or feels threatened by someone else. Similar non-slang expressions
are Z4MC} and £ A{QJSIC}, but in casual conversations, ZL} is used more
commonly to mean “to be too timid to challenge someone” or “to be scared

by someone”.
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................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. ZX|0OH

Don’t be scared.
2. 2MM EAOIR?

Have you lost your nerve because you are scared?
3. LborZQo!

| wasn’t scared!

[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J

A: O|H| L&2| X}&{|o}. It's our turn now.

B: L} LC}=2o0f EfM oF Elp? Can I ride it in the next turn?

— =

A: Flof, L ZQt01? 0|7 SIL}E oF What? Are you scared? This is not
2M9. scary at all!

B: OIL|OF, Z7I =7} Z0}. 7FKH (7]  No, no. Who says I'm scared? Let’s
ofojofet~~~) go! (Aaahhhhh!!l)

152 KOREAN SLANG EXPRESSIONS



%t was used as a negative expression for elementary students to criticize
careless Internet activities, such as leaving malicious and irresponsible
comments, but it is now used as more of a general nickname for elementary
students. In a similar fashion, middle school students are =&, high school
students are 11, college students are L&, and company employees are

referred to as =G,
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................................................................................................... More Examples J
1L JAEe F £ Zote.
He really acts like an elementary school kid.
2. {7 2ol p?
Come on. You are being such a kid.
3. M EYSS UL
Kids are impossible to control.
[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J
A: 0f, Jy|C}. OY| E}2{ 7}k Oh, there’s a swing. Let’s go ride the
swing!
B: O L =CZlo|Lf? B2 TLof. Hey, are you an elementary school

kid or something? A swing?

A: Of OdY|= X=2atEfL? Come on, is riding a swing only for
elementary school kids?

B: 2. Yes.
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4| is a word based on a Chinese character (Eg) which means “abolish” or “ruin’,
and 2l (A) refers to “human” or “person”. Combined, | 2! (EE A ) originally
referred to someone who is in such a deep state of shock or sadness (due to
personal tragic events) that he or she doesn’t take proper care of him/herself.
Therefore, the image of a I{|2l is normally associated with unwashed hair and

face, dirty clothes, not eating well, and so on.

Whereas this original meaning is still used commonly today, sometimes
people also use the word to talk about someone who is very much into

a certain hobby or activity. For example, if someone is a big fan of video
games and spends the majority of his/her time playing games, you can say
that person is a H|[C| 2 7| 5|2l or “video game addict’. Even if that person

does not physically look unkempt, using Ij| 2| gives the impression that he/
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she loves video games so much that little time is spent on taking care of him/

herself.




................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. 22| 0|FA O{F2 CloflM A SHL7t EIxf 5|21 ZHot HolCt.

Playing games in a dark place like this really makes us look like gaming

addicts.
2. XNz ZANK| 2 HE melo|gloe.

| was a total web cartoon addict until last year.

[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J

A: Ol&E= Q= off 0|27 ¢i2to| ot Why is it so difficult to contact
? Minsoo?

B: 7H OfX} 1712t 3||0{X| 10 T|QIX{E]  After breaking up with his girlfriend,

X|LY. he lives like a totally dejected
person.
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5] is used in Internet games to refer to someone who doesn’t understand
the game and isn’t being very helpful. The word 5] is from the expression 5]
MAE|7], which means “useless rubbish”. 5{% is the incorrect way to say 5{%d,
but now, instead of 5|41 A2{|7]|, people are used to saying 5| *42{|7], and
from this, the word {7 is widely used. It is mostly used in a disrepectful way
to talk about how amateurish and unskilled someone is at a game or a sport.
A similar English slang expression is “noob”. While {7 is a noun, you can use

it as a descriptive verb, 5{ZSIC}, and the meaning remains the same.
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Conjugations and Common Usages

Noun Form Adjective Form Noun + Verb
|H &]™ st + Noun S| &=sICH
................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. N= e Al2do| 3{FES.
My singing is terrible.
2. X et 5ol 2.

I’'m so bad at it.

[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J

A: L4 7l =e2li5t= 7 S0{ o2 7 Have you heard her sing before?

L 2f Zimp S{-™SHED). She’s so bad at singing.

B: J2? LFste|= X}7| L2l 2 ZF  Really? She told me that she's really
stCHELD). good at singing.

A: OfL|OL. ZIxt 5{Z0]O}. No, she’s terrible.
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When someone is thirsty and drinks a lot of water very fast, you say ‘S

S £0|74{C}". That expression is shortened to E7{LC}, and the word 5{(/E),
meaning “empty” or “useless’, is added to S71C} to form S1E7{C}. When
literally translated, SIE7{C| means “to drink a pointless amount of water’,
and you can use SIZ71C} when someone makes fruitless efforts or is “chasing

rainbows”.

If you see someone who is trying to “hit on” someone who is already married,
or tries really hard to achieve something but never ends up getting what they

want, you can say “SIE7{LC}.

162 KOREAN SLANG EXPRESSIONS



[N
L.
W)
I3

[
0
///_.1 \

163



Conjugations and Common Usages

Infinitive Form Adjective Form
SEACE HAEA=

SIE 74 (Past Tense)

................................................................................................... More Examples J

1. SEFX| OF X AL EM ZE=3H01.
There is no point in hitting on him. He’s already married.
2. Aslof EQstH 10 3 SoF FH|M=0|, His] HA=F10{2.

I've prepared for three years to appear in a movie, but my efforts were

uselss.
[
................................................................................................... Sample Dialogue J
A: X O{X} of|ee X| OfL}? Don’t you think that girl is pretty?
B: SiE74{X| 0}. 22| Y£=Eo|oL. Don’t waste your energy. She’s my
sister-in-law.
A: B2 ¥ AU0{? What? You have a brother?
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