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Preface

Mistakes. Who needs them, right? Well, I'd like to think that we all do. Mistakes are
how we can learn and improve ourselves and our Korean. Nobody, no matter how
smart, has learned Korean without making a mistake or two (or a thousand--- myself
included). The downside of making mistakes is that they can sometimes be stressful,
demotivating, and even embarrassing. But the upside of making mistakes outweighs
the negatives — actively and regularly using the language will increase your Korean
abilities exponentially more than passively and quietly trying to progress. The more you
put yourself out there, the more you'll learn, and also, the faster you'll learn. Mistakes
are just a part of that whole process and are unavoidable.

However, nobody really wants to make mistakes — as long as they're avoidable. We
want to speak correct Korean in order to have more fluent conversations. That's where
this book will come in handy. While mistakes can and will happen (often), you can
prepare yourself by learning in advance what many of the most common ones are. In
this way, learning the most frequently made Korean mistakes will become your armor to
protect you before going into battle (figuratively, of course - nobody’s going to attack
you if you make a mistake). You can learn from mistakes without having to make them
yourself. It's almost like traveling into the future to find out what Korean mistakes you're

going to make and fixing them before they happen (no time machine necessary).

| remember making countless Korean mistakes myself back when | was taking my

first steps into the language in 2005; many of those mistakes were embarrassing to
myself and others (and occasionally humorous). Through studying, you'll gain your own
experiences and memories, and you'll be able to look back and be thankful for all of

your mistakes. Good luck in your Korean studies. I'm here if and when you need me.

— Billy Go

8 Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make



What a pleasure working together with Billy to create this book! As someone who loves
learning new languages myself, | can guarantee that this book will save you A LOT of
time and embarrassment.

We have compiled 100 of the most common mistakes that Korean learners make
when they either speak or write in Korean. Although it would be great if we could just
understand grammar rules the first time we learn them and remember every new word
we want to memorize, that is far from the reality for most people. It is only natural to
make a lot of mistakes as you start expressing your own ideas in a new language, so
don’t be afraid to make new sentences and possibly say something incorrectly. This
book will help you see what kinds of mistakes you might make in the future so you can
avoid some misunderstanding or embarrassment. We hope you enjoy learning with this
book!

— Hyunwoo Sun



How to use this book

® THEWRONG WAY 777 SRR
This is a typical example of : ‘
an incorrect sentence that CHAPTER
Korean learners might often o ‘
make. You can find mistakes - o . |
that you often make or | ®TI|EWRI;NGWAV o+ () THE RIGHT WaY |
topics that you're unsure of ‘ | M= Somsie ssots ‘E;O[.._.-' M 83015 Bo| Zopsle. | ‘
. “Ilike Korean a lot.” “I like Korean a lot.”
in the table of contents, and | s I
then study those chapters \ .. Wny T whons? | ‘
fl rst et a | Trfis sentence literally translates as ‘I like... Korean... A lot.” However, due to the |
’ ‘ w_x':rds being in the wrong order, it would more likely sound like ‘I a lot Korean like.” ‘
et | t.[) a Korean. |
Lt o L .: _______________ aJ
(©) THE RIGHT WAY |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

.. 5

ThlS IS Where yoU ” learn the Basic Structure Korean sentence structure goes like this: subject, object, then
correct way to say or WwWrite ‘ verb. In the English sentence “Billy likes music,” Billy is the subject, likes is the verb,

. - and music is the object. In Korean, this sentence would become “Billy music likes.”
the incorrect example.

‘ Ya)= gots FolR.
“Billy likes music.”

WHY IS THIS WRONG? -~ ‘

Locations Locations come before the verfj\Instead of “| go to school,” Korean

This will briefly explain would use I to school go.”

why the wrong sentence ‘ .
M st 7te.
to scl

is inaccurate and how to ‘ % go to school”
correct it. .
Adverbs Adverbs come directly before the verb. Instead of “l wake up early,” Korean
‘ would use “I early wake up.”
R NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN feon Leainers oke

Read this for more in-depth explanations and example
sentences related to the mistake. You might notice
some particles are written in parentheses, such as
(8) in the sentence “X{= 5t=(2) £0}3|2.” These
parentheses mean that those particles are often
dropped when spoken by Koreans.
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MP3

- Practice by listening
............................................................. ‘ tO a natlve Speakerls
A o 2ol pronunciation,

‘ ‘I wake up early.” ‘ and following along out loud.

T - ' . Note that incorrect examples
Adjectives Adjectives — descriptive verbs — come directly before the noun. This is
‘ the same as in English. ‘ are not prOVided.

‘ o2 2

“pretty clothes”

MP3 audio files can be downloaded at

http://TalkToMelnKorean.com/audio.

‘ Time Time comes at either the beginning of a sentence or right after the subject.
Instead of “l swim today,” Korean would use “Today | swim” or ‘I today swim.”

\ o5 HE 4232
e 05 2R,

‘ “I swim today.” ‘
When describing the time using multiple words, organize the words in order from

‘ largest to smallest. For example, “2:30 p.m. this afternoon” would be 25 25 24| ‘
30&, which literally means “today afternoon 2 o’clock 30 minutes.”

‘ These simple rules can be used to create longer and more complicated sentences. ‘

‘ M Qs MHol xHo|l= e M5 o1 Ao, ‘

“Tonight | want to slowly read an entertaining book.”

Meaning ‘I like BTS alot.”

©

Meaning ‘I drink a lot of water.”

BONUS EXAMPLES

This includes additional examples of the mistake. You
can use these to test yourself by trying to correct the
mistakes shown and to check whether you have fully
understood the chapter.




) © © © 0 0 0 0 0 0 00 0000 00000000000 0000000000000 000000000000 0000000000000 000000 000

CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| X= Zolslil2 st=01& ROl K= et=0{E R0| E0tei2. |
“ like Korean a lot.” “l like Korean a lot.”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| This sentence literally translates as ‘| like... Korean... A lot.” However, due to the |
words being in the wrong order, it would more likely sound like ‘I a lot Korean like.”

| to a Korean. |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Basic Structure Korean sentence structure goes like this: subject, object, then
verb. In the English sentence “Billy likes music,” Billy is the subject, likes is the verb,
and music is the object. In Korean, this sentence would become “Billy music likes.”

U= A4S ot L.

“Billy likes music.”

Locations Locations come before the verb. Instead of “l go to school,” Korean
would use “| to school go.”

Adverbs Adverbs come directly before the verb. Instead of “l wake up early,” Korean
would use | early wake up.”

12 Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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Adjectives Adjectives — descriptive verbs — come directly before the noun. This is

the same as it is in English.

oflE 2

“pretty clothes”

Time Time comes at either the beginning of a sentence or right after the subject.
Instead of “| swim today,” Korean would use “Today | swim” or “| today swim.”

“l swim today.”

When describing the time using multiple words, organize the words in order from
largest to smallest. For example, “2:30 p.m. this afternoon” would be @5 @5 2A|
30£, which literally means “today afternoon 2 o’clock 30 minutes.”

These simple rules can be used to create longer and more complicated sentences.

Ne 2= M0 Moll= S XS] 1 20
an

“Tonight | want to slowly read an entertaining book.”

Meaning ‘I like BTS alot.”

Meaning ‘I drink a lot of water.”
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CHAPTER

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
X 0]=0f ojofl. K= 0]=0f 2loi2. |
‘I am in America.” “l am in America.”

WHY IS THIS WRONG? I

Both RULC} (“to exist”) and -O|C} (“to be”) can at times translate as “to be” in English. |
Using the wrong verb can easily make your sentence unintelligible in Korean. This
sentence would sound like “l am (something) in America.” |

_— e e o o e o — — — — — — — — ]

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

QIC} (“to exist”) and -O|C} (“to be”) have completely different meanings in Korean,
but depending on the situation, can both translate to “to be” in English. An example
is the wrong sentence: “O|=20{| 0|0{|2.” Since -O|C} means “to be,” O|=20]| (“in

America”) and -0|0f|2 (“ am”) might seem to mean “l am in America.”

A better way is to think of Q!C} and -O|C} as translating more literally. Instead, you
can translate QILC} to “to exist” (as it already does) and translate -O|C} as “to equal.”

Whenever the meaning of “equals” fits in a sentence, use -O|C}. Otherwise, use Q\L}.

Also, remember that -O|C} has an irregular conjugation. It becomes -0|0]| 2 after a

consonant and -0| 2 after a vowel.

A= 0=l L.
“l, an American, exist.”

XM= 0]=20l0/0. @

“l equal an American.”

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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“l am American.”

A
I

‘This is an apple.

FIO FIO

Abt® 019
A2, ©

;f O
N

Zof Zopx|o 2.
Ziofl Zokx| oie. ©

“There exists (is) a puppy at home.”

The same difference applies to the negative forms of these verbs: Q1CH<RULC}) and
OfL|CH<OlCh.

X oj=el glole.

A= oj=elotL|oe. @

“| am not American.”

Meaning ‘lam a student.”

©

Meaning  ‘lam not a teacher.”

Meaning  ‘Cassie is now at school.”
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CHAPTER

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
Ltz ZX|(E) E0lElL. Lt ZXI(E) E0t8H. |
“| also like kimchi.” N UX|(E) E0l5HL2.

“l also like kimchi.” I
WHY IS THIS WRONG? |
L} is a casual way to say “I” or “me,” while the -0}/0{/0{ 2 form (in £0}3|2) is a |
polite ending. Speak casually, or speak politely; just don’t mix different politeness
levels together. |

_— e e o o e o — — — — — — — — ]

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Lt and X both mean “I” or “me,” but L} is used when speaking casually, and X is

used when speaking politely or formally.

The -0}/0{/012 and -(A)HL|C} verb endings are only used when speaking politely
or formally — such as when talking with strangers or someone older —and should
not be mixed with casual speech. In the same way, casual words (such as L})

should only be used with other casual verb endings.

When speaking with friends, stick to casual endings to avoid sounding awkward (and

use L}). For all other situations, use non-casual endings to avoid sounding rude.

If you're not certain whether it's appropriate to use casual speech with someone or
not, it's always better to be too formal than too casual. Use X| and polite or formal
speech (such as the -2 form) unless you're certain that it would be appropriate to
speak casually. With close friends who are younger than you, feel free to use L} and

casual speech.

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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Note that L} also appears in writing — such as in news articles or essays where the

reader is unknown — together with the plain form, which we’ll cover in a later chapter.

« BONUSEXAMPLES « + e e e s e ovovesesooacacsnsasaasoaosossscassasssssssssaassans .

MAEILCY.

Lt= X AEIO|OF. (casual) . ) o
Meaning | am Justin.

X = HAEIO[0]2. (polite)

EIQIL|C}. (formal)

Zt 7{0F. (casual) ,

Meaning ‘I am going/coming too.’
Z Hol. (polite)

Zt Z4elL|Ct. (formal)

Meaning ‘I like Korea.”

Z03lQ. (polite)

ofgtL|Ct. (formal)
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CHAPTER

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

oH3dstM|2. X & ZHstu2. oHASHMI. XM= MAsIL|CE |
oHAstMI2. XM= M2t |t

WHY IS THIS WRONG? I

At first glance, nothing is wrong with this sentence —it’s polite. However, if you |

were to give a speech in front of an audience, then this sentence would sound a bit |
too casual. Still, it's common for Korean learners to incorrectly speak this way when
giving a presentation or speech. |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

While the -(A)HL|C} and -(A) HL|77t verb endings are formal endings and are
much less commonly used than the normal -2 form, they’re still necessary at times.
These endings are useful when giving a speech, or when you want to sound extra

polite to a stranger or to anyone in a business situation.

Also, when you introduce your name formally, you should introduce your full name
rather than just your first name. And if you are introducing yourself to people who
don’t know you, ending the sentence with -2} 11 §tL|C}, which means “l am called:-+,”

sounds more natural than ending it with -2IL|C} (‘I am--"").

As -(A)HL|CHand -(A) HL| 77} are formal endings, be careful to avoid them during
any interactions with friends or close acquaintances, as they can make your

sentences sound awkward (or humorous when used intentionally).

The -(A)HL|C}and -(A)HL|7} endings are simple to make. Just take any verb
stem and attach -&L|C} if it ends in a consonant (-&L|77} for questions), or attach

-HL|C}if it ends in a vowel (-HL]|7} for questions). The only exception is that verb

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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stems ending in 2 must have the 2 removed when conjugating.

BCt - HALICHor HALITE
SiCh— BHLICH or BHLIT}
ALTh— ALICH or ALIT}

Note that the following “wrong” sentences are wrong when spoken in front of people at
a formal setting.

© ohdstML, ofeL. . Meaning Hello, everyone. [ am

©

Hyunwoo Sun.”
HISIN| 2, 01 2.

Meaning “Let me introduce myself.”

Meaning “Hello, 'm Hyunwoo Sun.”
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CHAPTER

20

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
X 0|2 ot 2. e U=oiE Testx| ool |
“| don’t study Japanese.” MNe dEHo|(E) 28 o5l

“l don’t study Japanese.” I
WHY IS THIS WRONG? I

One of the two ways of making a verb negative involves adding @t to the beginning, |
but the rules are strict about which verbs can use this. While S}C} (“to do”) can use
ot the full verb 25 S}C} (“to study”) cannot. |

_— e e o o e o — — — — — — — — ]

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

In order to make a verb negative, we need to look at whether it's an action verb (if it’s

about doing something) or a descriptive verb (if it's about describing something).

For action verbs that don’t end with -5IC}, we can make them negative in two ways
— either by attaching @t to the front or -X| 2L} to the verb stem.

7ICt “to go” — @t 7L} “to not go” / 7}X| Lt “to not go”
7I2X|C} “to teach” — 9t 7F2X|C} “to not teach” / 7FE X|X| %L} “to not teach”

Action verbs that end with -3}C} can become negative in only one way — by
attaching -X| 2L} to the verb stem.

IC} “to study” —» Z2ESHK| 2L} “to not study”
IC} “to cook” = QE|SHR| %L} “to not cook”

IC} “to exercise” = 25 5}X| &LLC} “to not exercise”

MO FO OH
ofn M 4m
[o] (o]l

ol

Since SIC} means “to do,” any action verb ending with -S}C} can therefore be

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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thought of as meaning “to do” whatever noun comes before it. For example, you can
also think of ZE3}C} (“to study”) as meaning “to do 25" (“study”). This means

that every such verb can be split at S}C} using the object marker.

_(J'I_l
[

!

£) I} “to study”
) SICF “to cook”

S) SICt “to exercise”

(
(E

Mo FO OH
o ™ qr
o
-T E -
!

Ho kO OH

_o'l_l
[
0H'|E-|II

1
T)ru

After splitting, we can make G}C} itself negative using @t or -X| QfL}.

H(E) et 5H1f
£(S) otxl &t

“to not study”

a1
[=)
ra
S

22(@) o sict
2|(E) stX| 94Tt
= “to not cook”

() ShX| &t
= “to not exercise”

This only applies when what comes before -G}LC} is a noun. For example, Z0}5}
C} cannot become Z0}= 5IC}, ASIC} cannot become A& S} and 24045

cannot become &0 E S|LC}.

Meaning  “You don't work today?”
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| HeMsRstetgloe #HO M= 2177} glolR. |
“Hyunwoo doesn’t have friends.” “Hyunwoo doesn’t have friends.”

| WHY IS THIS WRONG? I

| Some verbs can’t use 2t to become negative, and instead have their own negative |

verbs that you can use. UL} (“to exist”) is one such verb that has its own negative
| verb- Q1C} (“to not exist’ ). |

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Not all Korean verbs can use 9t to become negative, and a couple have their own

negative verbs instead.

To say that something “does not exist,” use QiL} instead of @t QIC}. The same

goes when using any descriptive verbs that end in -Q!LC}, such as X{0|Q)C} (“to be

” o«

entertaining,” “to be fun”).

ZHO| QU= A5} “a fun movie”
X{0|Ql= 23} “a boring (not fun) movie”

Saying O] ©t Ql= 243} (“a boring movie”) would be wrong.

2T} (“to know”) can become negative by using the verb @ 2L} (“to not know”).

Saying @F 20012 (“I don’t know.”) in response to a question would also be wrong.

22 Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make



-0|C} (“to be”) can become negative by using OtL|C} (“to not be”). In fact, t -O|C}
(read “OfL|C}") is where the meaning of O}L|C} originally comes from.

Also, note that while -O|C} can be used after a noun, OFL|C} is most often used

together with the subject marker (-O| after a consonant or -7} after a vowel).

So for the sentence Z22 M2t OtL| 0|2 (“It’s not a good idea.”), instead use 2 A
2to] OfL|ol2.

Note that this is only for OtL|C}, and the subject marker is not used with -O|C} this
way.

Meaning ‘1 don’t have that book.”

©

Meaning  ‘That movie is not fun.”

“I don’t know Hyunwoo's

Meaning ;
phone number.
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
0{7]0i] ZOIX[7} AMIL. 0{7]0i] Zotx|7t 2loiL.
I “There is a puppy here.” “There is a puppy here.” I

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

Honorifics shouldn’t be used when talking about things or animals. Only use

I honorifics when talking about another person who you want to show extra respect I
toward. Using 4| A|C} (an honorific form of IC}) for an animal could be offensive
I when you later use that same honorific speech toward an important person. I

S S

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Even when you want to speak extra politely, only use honorifics when talking about

someone else —not about things or animals.

AR X|Z A E AMK?

“Is the boss in the office now?”

There is an exception to this when something you're talking about is directly owned
by someone who you want to show extra respect toward. For example, you might
want to refer to your boss’s “hobbies” with extra respect, although a hobby is a
thing. When used in this way, the honorifics are not showing respect to the thing,
but to the person who the thing belongs to. However, in this case the honorific form
of RIC} becomes Y A|LCE not A A|C}. This is because | A|C} can only be used to

show extra respect to a person.

24 Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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S 7N 2?
SV O

“Do you have an umbrella?”

NEAM L2
T QUoMR?©)

— AA

“Do you have any concerns?”

« BONUSEXAMPLES « + e e e v e ovooesesooacacsnasacsccosossscascassssnssssaassans .

HOX|7} ot=

© ZOkx|7totute

Meaning  “(My) puppy is sick.”

OftH|2|7te Lt

Meaning  ‘The Americano is ready.
OMH|2|7He LERE

20| o8N Q
A == . TR ”
Meaning | like your clothes.

20| ofjttf 2.
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
ML, EolE72. Mld ot EEAL.
I “Teacher, I'll help you.” “Teacher, I'll help you.” I

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

Humble verbs work by making your sentence sound like you're lowering (or

I humbling) yourself down to someone who is higher than you to show extra respect. I
And not using humble verbs when you should be can leave a sentence sounding

I impolite. I

S S

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Unlike honorific verbs, humble verbs are used when talking about yourself — not
someone else. Luckily, there are not many humble verbs to learn. Let’s look at two —
C2|C}and E|C}.

EZ|C} This takes the place of Z=LC} (“to give”) when you (or the subject of the
sentence) are giving someone something — someone who you want to show extra

respect toward.

XN gL =S Eel1 Hoe.

“l want to give my grandmother some spending money.”

E2|C} also takes the place of Z=C} when used at the end of other verbs. This is
common when you are doing something for someone who you want to show extra
respect toward. EE2}EC} can become E22F E2|CY, 5l =L} can become 3l E2|LY,

and so forth.

26 Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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respect toward

H|C} This takes the place of HLC} (“to see”) when you (or the subject of the
sentence) are the one who will be seeing someone who you want to show extra

L 2A !

I'll see you tomorrow!

olit 2lA|2. (polite)

ot &

[=FON

Meaning
ZA&L|CE (formal)

I'll see you later.”

Meaning

Would you like something
to drink?”

Meaning

| helped out my parents

oo o0
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CHAPTER

28

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
L= o|N| 7HE EHL. O|H| 7t EHe. |
“You can go now.” “You can go now.”

WHY IS THIS WRONG? I
Most of the time, it's unnecessary to say “you.” Using L, &I, and other words for |

‘you” can often sound awkward and even rude.

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Only use words for “you” when appropriate. Here’s an overview of those words:

L1 Only use this with close friends who are younger than you. With others, it sounds
very rude.

ZFAM Only use this in these specific situations:

A. When you are addressing your spouse (commonly used among middle-aged or
older people).

B. When you have to or want to say “you” in an honorific or romantic way in writing.
C. When you are angry at someone and don’t mind fighting or arguing with that
person.

D. When you are talking about someone (who is not present) in an honorific way —

in this case, &1 will translate as “he/his/him” or “she/her.”

The most common way Koreans say “‘you” is by not saying “you” at all. Instead of

these two words, Koreans will use a person’s name or title.

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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When using a friend’s name, also add -O| to the end of their name if it ends in a

consonant. For other acquaintances, use M|.

Friend: 21 or A1Z10]

Acquaintance: 31 M| or A X1 M].
For anyone older than you or anyone who you need to show respect to, use their
title. Titles include everything from 5L}, &, &AL |, Mt} (for friends) to AFEHE! (for a

boss) and MA! (for a teacher).

In addition, when asking a question to someone, it can be assumed that you mean
‘you,” so saying “you” is often unnecessary.

Meaning  “You can eat first.”

©

“When are you going to go/

Meaning leave?”

Meaning ‘Do you like games?”
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| 4= 8= AfEojol2. T AfE sh= ALEHO[0l 2. |
“She’s a Korean.” “She’s a Korean.”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

I 1 and 114 are used when Koreans directly translate the English words “he” and |

“she” into Korean writing, such as in textbook example sentences. These words
| sound awkward if used in speech. |

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

To say “he” or “she” or just “that person,” use 11 A}2t which literally means “that
person.” If you are referring to a person who is close to you, you could say O| A[2f
(“this person”), and to a person who is away from both you and the listener but who
is still visible, you could say X Al2t (“that person over there”). If you want or need to
specify the gender, you can use '=tX} for a man and 03X} for a woman, such as 1 04
Xt A 2R} ete.

KN AtE et= A0 of| 2.

“That person over there is a Korean.”

X Xt st= AFEHO|0]| 2.
“That man over there is a Korean.”

If “he” or “she” is a person whom you and the listener both have to use honorifics to,
you should use 12 (“that person”), 0|2 (“this person”), and X £ (“that person over
there”) instead of 11 AF2H O] AF2E and X ALZL. If you want to or need to specify the

gender, you can also use '=FX} or 04X}, such as 1 O4XH=, X HALE, etc.
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N Oo{AtE2 =7MIR?

“Who is that woman over there?”

If you know the person’s name or title, you can use it instead.

B2 M Bt= AHEol0 2.

“Kyeong-eun is a Korean.”

Also, in many situations, you can simply omit the subject. For example, if you say
st=L AI2H0|0]| 2 about someone while already talking about them, the listener will
simply know that you are referring to him or her even without saying the words for

“he” or “She,”

If you are referring to a person whom you would use casual language to (2F2}), you
can use 7l (“that person”). 7 originally comes from a contraction of 1 O}0| (“that
kid").

7H et= AtEHolo 2.

You can also use Off (“this person”), which comes from a contraction of 0| O}0],
meaning “this kid.” Or if a person is away from both you and the listener but is still
visible, you could use X (“that person over there”), which comes from a contraction
of X 0}0|, meaning “that kid over there.” Again, if you want to or need to specify the
gender, you can attach '=tX} or 04k}, such as 1 '=FXIO}O| (or 1 '=HXIOK) and Of 04kt
0}0| (or O] OXtof).

Meaning  ‘He is my younger brother.”

© ol/Z/H A2 &l SA0l0|2.
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| SeiFde BMeY(0) Tt FAIR. |
“Busan Station, please.” “Please go to Busan Station.”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| If you were to say this to a taxi driver, it would sound like you were asking them to |

give you Busan Station. This is because M| literally means “Please give me.”

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Although Z=M| 2 is a common translation of “please” in many contexts, it can’t
always be used the same way that you use “please” in English because M| is
only a polite way of asking someone to give you something. Only use it when you
want to say “Please give me.”

Ol w2 A 2.

“Please give me a menu.”

2o FM2.

“Please give me more water.”

To ask for someone to “please” do something, you can attach Z=M| 2 to the end of
a conjugated verb. To do this, conjugate a verb and attach -(2)M| or -0}/0{/0{ 3=
M|2. If you use -(2)M| L, it simply means “Please do it,” and is just a polite or soft-
sounding way of ordering or commanding someone to do something. On the other
hand, if you use -O}/01/0{ Z=M| L2, it can sound like you are requesting someone to

do something for you, like asking “Please do it (for me).”
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SHSHAIR.

“Please do your homework.”

H =HE 8t FAHL.

“Please do my homework (for me).”

oM.

“Please take a seat.”

HOF FMIR.

“Please take a seat (for my benefit).”

ME Lo FHL.

“Please believe me.”

N 20| 7t =M.

“Please go together with me.”

If you really need to say “please” by itself, you can use H|&f (“please”). Note that |

Bt sounds dramatic — like you are begging someone — and is much less common.

M2 ZHX| o

“Please, don’t go!”

M d & E S0 FHL.

“Please, listen to what I'm saying.”

ET=
T M- « .
Meaning One moment, please.

© A 7|0t F=M|L.
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| LIE|0] & Ho| Hoi2. LtE[oj] B Ho| gHoiL. |
“One person came to the party.” “One person came to the party.”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| 2! means “one,” but it cannot be used with the counter ™ for counting people. |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

There are two number systems in Korean — pure Korean numbers and Sino-Korean
numbers. The number system you will use depends on what it is you are counting.

Here’s a quick overview of the pure Korean numbers 1 to 10:
Pure Korean numbers: StL}, &, All, 4ll, C}A, 0441, &, 015, O, &
To count people, use pure Korean numbers together with the counter 3. To say “five

people,” it would be CH4 ™. “Ten people” would be & ™. And “one person” is ¢+
—not 5tLt M. Let’s talk about why.

8I_I-l $l A1|l I_1|' ﬁ_?_
The numbers 1 to 4, and 20 change whenever they're used in front of a counter (such

as 3). All other numbers will remain the same, so while “20 people” is A5 &, “21

people” is A= St 3, and so on.
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Also, when you are counting a relatively small number of people, like five people or
up to a couple dozen people, you can also use the counter A2} instead of 3. But

for that as well, you can’t use the Sino-Korean numbers.

017[0fl 2 AR A0 2.
017[0fl ChA ALZE RLOR2. O
07|10 CHX & Ao 2. ©
“There are five people here.”

s oo BONUSEXAMPLES ¢ ¢« o e v oveeenneonuetieetennnnueenteintencentcancenncnns

AL gololl L.

Meaning  ‘There are four people.”

Hl Folo L.

“There are fifteen students

Meaning ,
in one class.

“Two people haven't come

Meaning ,
yet.
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| dE A Hole. 4 FH A 2ol |
“| want to buy two cups.” “l want to buy two cups.”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| When counting objects, you must use a counter. Which counter you use will depend |
on what you're counting. Not using a counter can make the sentence sound
| unnatural and incomplete. |

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Everything that can be counted has an appropriate counter to use. When counting

people, you used 3, and when counting objects, you can use 7§.

7l This counter is used for things in general which don’t already have their own
counter. Although this is a general use counter for everything, it should not be

used when there is a better counter available. It's used together with pure Korean
numbers. Remember that the numbers 1 to 4 and 20 will change when used directly

before a counter.

ORI 7H

“five chairs”

= Ml 7h

“three balls”

SR

“10 boxes”

36 Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make



“ TRACK

© © 0 000 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000 00000 e e 0o o0 00

7\' 13

Notice how what you’re counting comes first, followed by the number, and then the
counter. This is the same for all counters whenever you're specifying what you're
counting. Also, remember that if it's already clear what you're counting (for example,
“How many cups did you buy?”), then it would be unnecessary and repetitive to say

it again.

T k= 7 Mo L.
OFE 7 Moi2. ©

“l bought nine (cups).”

OX| ELIE & 7 M0 L.
“I bought 10 monitors yesterday.

KM XM 7H AAL

“I have three chairs.”

There is an exception for the number one (StLt) when used with this counter. It's
alright to simply use S}L without this counter when you want to emphasize that it's

only one.

There are many other counters — for counting everything from bottles (&), paper
(&), and books () to large appliances (CH) and more. If you're completely unable
to remember which specific counter to use in other situations, at least use 7H to

clarify you mean “thing” and to prevent the sentence from becoming too awkward.

« BONUSEXAMPLES « + e e e e e osovoscsooaascsnsssaasocososscassassssssssaaassans .

MM Qlofe

© MEM UL

Meaning ‘| have three presents.”
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CHAPTER

38

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
X Zl3t7t st Hak gloje. K= 517t 8 Fatoll gloje. |
“I have only one friend.” “l only have one friend.”

WHY IS THIS WRONG? |

This sentence grammatically makes sense, but sounds stiff and unnatural. 8 @0t |
means “only one person,” but -8t is only used in a few specific situations.

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Instead of -0, attach -H+0]| after a noun followed by any negative verb (e.g. QIC}, &2
2L}, ot 7IC} etc.). -540]| literally means “outside of” or “other than,” and when used
with a negative verb, it means “nothing outside of” — therefore translating naturally

as “only.”
In our example, we can change $F @0t to St 33H+0]|, and QULC} (“to exist”) to its
negative verb @I} (“to not exist”). Using -£40f| sounds more natural and better

emphasizes the meaning of something lacking — in this case, that there is only one

friend and not more. Here are some more examples:
AFZHS M| ZHEH0]| QF HA .
“l only ate three apples.”
=
“ only know how to speak English.”

-0t is still used in two situations. In these two situations, -E}0]| cannot be used.

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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First, -8t is used when telling someone to do something. These are called imperative

sentences.

SHLIPF TEN|L.

“Please choose only one.”

Second, -8t is used in sentences with “if.” These are called conditional sentences.

OfZ42t 5tH BLIR.

“If 1 only do this, I'll be done.”

-Ot can also be used in any situation (even the incorrect example), but only when

you don’t need to express that something is lacking.

In this sentence, you could say = F20f| 2= HH0]| ot 32 if you want to
emphasize that the only thing you do is work out on the weekend and that
something is insufficient or lacking because of that (perhaps you wish you could do
other things). However, because it uses -2t it is not expressing that something is

lacking, meaning that there’s nothing to complain about here.

“l only have 1,000 won in

Meaning ,
my wallet.

“Seokjin only knows about
soccer.”

Meaning
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
K= Y05 7Hx| 2 1o XK= AYo|E 7|21 2ol

“I have a cat.” “l have a cat.”

Fo

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

7}X|C} and ZFX| 30 QICt mean “to have,” so grammatically, this sentence means

I “I have a cat” and makes sense. However, Koreans don’t say 7}X|C} or Z}X| 11 Q! I
C} about living things in most contexts because 7}X|C} can only be applied to

I something you “‘own” or “possess.” I

S S
NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

To say that you have something, you can use either QIC} (“to exist”) or the verb 7}X|

Ct (“to have,” “to carry”).

Ne
Ne

“I have a cell phone.”

c

R

of
X

M T
no ©
H F0

oo

= 202

Using 7IX|C} has a stronger meaning stating that you actually own something and
might be carrying it on you. However, don’t use 7}X|C} when talking about your pets.
Instead, use the verb 7| 2C} (“to raise”).
Mz HE 7HR| 1 A
M= HE 7|1

a

“| want to have

0.
H02.¢

dog (as a pet).”
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=l 3t of2] 719,

“| have a dog.”

X3l T2 moo] ot 7192,

“We don't have a cat at our house.”

And you can also conjugate the verb 7| 2L} to 7|11 R/ L, which literally means

that you are "currently raising a pet.”

Me7H & ofe] 7|22 o L.

“I have a dog.”

Me i Eof2| 7|21 Ao L.

“| have ten dogs.”

“Do you have a pet in

Meaning .
your house?

Meaning ‘Do you have a pet?”

“Do you have a younger

Meaning sibling?”
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| SER0f| Zotx| £ 71 Aol SER0f| Zofx| = or2| loj. |
“There are two dogs in the zoo.” “There are two dogs in the zoo.”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| The counter 7 can only be used to count objects — not people or animals. Using |
the wrong counter can sound disrespectful (such as counting a person with the

| animal counter) or just plain awkward (such as in this example). |

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

As we learned previously, we can count people with &, a person’s age with 4,
and general things with 7l|. There are counters for counting everything imaginable,
but several of the most commonly used ones are also the ones most commonly

misused.

OF2] This counter is used for animals. It's used together with pure Korean numbers.
Remember that the numbers 1 to 4 and 20 will change when used directly before a
counter. Be careful to not use the counter & (“people”) when counting animals, as it

can sound like the animal you’re counting is a human.

ETIERIET

“four turtles”

a7|2| &t o2

‘one elephant”
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SCix| A2 Of2)

“twenty moles”

5t £ 02|18 7|21 Qo2

“I have two chickens.”

= & LA O] 2oL,

“| saw five bears today.”

“How many cats do you

Meaning have?”
ave?

“One of the chickens is
gone.”

Meaning

‘| saw a cat in front of the

Meaning h ,
ouse.
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CHAPTER

44

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
Megngs Eetaa XeetnZs & Rl |
“| don’t speak Korean well.” “| can’t speak Korean well.”

WHY IS THIS WRONG? I

Zt ot |2 literally means “doesn’t (do) well,” but 2k L2 (“doesn’t do”) has a

different meaning from “can’t.” What this sentence actually means is that you might

or might not speak Korean, but that you simply choose not to speak Korean well. |
Or since & can also have the meaning of “often,” it could even mean “I don’t speak
Korean often.”

_— e e e e e e e e e e — — = o o

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

The reason for this mistake comes from thinking in English. This problem occurs
most frequently in the present tense. “Don’t” can be used in English to mean both
“does not (by choice)” and “cannot.” However, in Korean, these will use separate

words.

We can use 9t and the ending -X| &L} to make a verb negative (depending on the
type of verb), and when used with an action verb, these forms imply that you're not

doing something by your own choice. These forms also do not carry the meaning of

“Can,t.”
320/8 BL ool
312012 BH5IX| ot

“l don’t study Korean (by choice).”

Using this form to say that you “don’t” speak Korean also means that you're not

doing so by of your own choice — whether you actually can or can’t speak it.

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make



To say “can’t,” you can use 2 (in the same way and situations as Q}) or the ending
-K| 23IC}

o
[

ol
=

-

AL.
FSA L.

n’t forget.”

- &2 Mo

[1

QJI
I w

ot o
—_ 1
HX %*Oh

2

ot =oIE 7102,
ERIFX| 42 Aol
“l won’t help you (by choice).”

2R Q.
EoFFEX| 2ol 2.

“l can’t help you (even if | wanted to).”
Note that if the verb is ZFS}C} (“to do something well, to be good at something”), it

doesn’'t become & ZSILC}. Instead, it becomes ZF 25}C}, meaning “to be not good

at something” or “can’t do something well.”

43
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| K= ofx| & 2ol o Foj ztolL. K= ofH| ‘& 21 Foj| ztol2. |
“Yesterday, | ate and then went home.” “Yesterday, | ate and then went home.”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| Grammatically, this sentence is acceptable, but it sounds a bit repetitive and |
awkward. When speaking in the past tense, only the final verb in a sentence needs

| to be conjugated to past tense. |

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

When using past tense, it's not necessary to conjugate every single verb in the
sentence to past tense. Only the final verb needs to be conjugated in order to sound
natural. Conjugating every verb is grammatically acceptable, but it can be repetitive

and unnecessary.

SHI(E) CH3Y
=H|(E) Ct of
“I did all of the homework and then met a friend.”

This applies not only to connecting sentences with the -11 ending, but also with
the -0}/0{/0{A{ ending. However, when using the -0}/0{/0{A ending, it is not
only repetitive and awkward to conjugate every verb to past tense, but it’s also

grammatically incorrect.

HiZF DO HaE 23 A
HiZF Db HA S 2 HANL

(3
| was hungry, s

o
)
—
©
c
S
o
=
®
)
=
<
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When the two actions listed in one sentence are not related to each other, however,

it is acceptable to conjugate both verbs.

ME0]|& H|7} oF 2t BAf= H|7F 0. ©)
ME0|= H|7F ot @1 Ao = HI7H R, ©
“It didn’t rain in Seoul, and it rained in Busan.”

“Yesterday, we saw a

Meaning ) o,
movie and went bowling.

“I watched the news and

Meanin
d went to bed.”

“Ilwasiill, so | couldn’t go
to work.”

Meaning
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| =2 x|, & #MHHAE) =2 AR5t U5t A () "ol
geloje. =2 UX|E oz #HAHE) Halola.

| “Today | ate kimchi, rice, “Today | ate kimchi and rice and a hamburger.” |

| a hamburger.” |

I WHY IS THIS WRONG? I

| This sentence grammatically makes sense, but sounds stiff and unnatural when |

spoken. Koreans almost always use a particle between nouns when listing things

in speech. Therefore, this sentence would sound like you were reading a written
| sentence. |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

There are three ways of connecting nouns in Korean:

-1}/2} This is the most formal and standard way to say “and.” Attach -2} if the

noun ends in a consonant, or attach -2} if it ends in a vowel.

i1} QkI}Q} it

“ham and onions and rice”

-5}l This is less formal, but fine for conversational usage. Attach -5} 11 directly
after the noun.
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-(0])2F This is the least formal way, and is mainly only used in casual speech.
Attach -O|2} if the noun ends in a consonant, or attach -2t if it ends in a vowel.

O ufe &

“ham and onions and rice”

Whichever of these three you choose, stick with one —don’t mix them.

All three of these can also be used to mean “with.”

Xzl et R0 S/U0 2.
“| played at the park with my friend.”

Aot Fst Ha 240

“| went to see a movie with my mom.”

One more way to say “and” is 12| 11. However, 12|11 is not often used to connect
nouns together, especially in spoken language. Instead, 12|11 is used at the start

of a sentence or phrase to mean “and,” “and then,” or “and also.”

a2 AH|o|2 g Z|AH Mo L.

“| bought cake and pizza.”

Written/Formal Spoken/Casual Meaning

“Add the onion and
2. carrot.”

SHEX|Z MIXZ M (E) ‘I need to buy toilet

AHOFEH 2. paper, detergent, and
shampoo.”
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| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
S2|7} 2k o zHo| A S 7ol 2. S2|7}F 2Lt xHo| LS 7ol 2.
I “It'll be fun when we meet.” “It'll be fun when we meet.” I

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

The grammar forms used to say “if’ and “when” can sometimes be similar when

I translated in English, but they have different meanings. This sentence would mean I
that it'll be fun at the exact time when you meet, and perhaps not after that, when

I you're talking and spending time together. I

S S

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Verb Stem + -(@)H

To say “if” and “when,” attach -©™ to the verb stem after a consonant, or attach -
™ after a vowel. Verb stems ending in 2, H, or & will drop those letters first. In
addition, verb stems ending in & will attach 2 before -84 (becoming -2H after the
verb stem).

This form is used for hypothetical situations — “if” or “when” something happens.

It does not mean that something will happen for sure, but only that it might, and is
used to talk about “if” or “when” it does. For example, ZE5}H could mean either “If
you study...” or “When you study...” You can also think of it meaning “Hypothetically,
let’s say that you study.”

Verb Stem + -(2)= i

50 Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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To say “when” (and not “if”), attach -2 [If to the verb stem after a consonant, or

attach -2 [I}f after a vowel.

This form is used to talk about the very moment or time that something happens.
For example, Z5 &t [Tl] could mean “When you study...” or “At the moment or time
that you study...” Because of this, the example sentence would be incorrect because

it's only talking about the moment when these two people meet (Bt} ITh).

However, there are many times when either form can be used. Just understand
that, although a sentence might grammatically make sense, its meaning could be

different from what you were trying to say.

AlZERAS g Xt

“Let’s eat when (at the moment) you have time.”

Azt Qlog u eixt

“Let’s eat when (or if) you have time.”

ol Z m...

“When (at the moment) | go home---"

Zof 7
“When (or if) | go home--"”

“Text me when you get

Meaning h )
ome.

“Please let me know when
Seokjin arrives.”

Meaning







o<

WHAT'S WRONG WITH THIS SENTENCE?

() See Chapter 26
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CHAPTER

21

r- - - =-=-=-=- === = = = = =7

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| M 7Hx] 24122 o] 5Hol2. M 7kx] 2412 2{o] 5ol |
“| tried three types of foods.” “| tried three types of foods.”

| WHY IS THIS WRONG? I

| Plural nouns are often not necessary in Korean if a noun is accompanied by a |

counting unit or words that indicate how many of something there are.

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Plural nouns can be made by attaching - to the end. 1QFO| (“cat”) can become 11

=

QFO|E (“cats”), and AtE} (“person”) can become AIRFS (“people”).

In Korean, it can be assumed that any noun is singular or plural just by looking at the

context. In most cases, it's not necessary to turn a noun into a plural using -=.

1NYO0| & 02| E RO L.

“| saw two cats.”

In this sentence, 112FO| must translate to “cats” and not just “cat” because there are
two of them. In addition, Koreans would never say 10| & OI2|E 2t0{R or 11

0| = Of2[E = RO
S=HM 27|21 E o L.

“| saw an elephant at the zoo.”

“| saw elephants at the z0o.”
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Here as well, unless it's absolutely important to say there were multiple elephants,
adding -= is unnecessary. It can probably be assumed you saw more than one
since you were at a zoo.

oH o] A| At %OI 2r0l22 (less natural)
el o|EA| Alho| 0tR? (more natural)
“Why are there so many shoes?”

So, when is -= even used?

When there are no other words that would indicate that the noun is plural in a
sentence (such as M| 7}X|, & O}2|, 2L}, etc.), and when it would be possible for

listeners or readers to misunderstand it as a singular noun, attach -=.

217] = ADIEEO| 07| AN L

Here is a popular smartphone.

27| A= A0IEES0| 07| AN L

Here are popular smartphones.

Also, it's natural to use - when talking about a noun in general — without knowing
how many there are. In fact, if you add the phrase “in general” after your noun when

translating it to English, and if it sounds better, then you can attach -=
Sh= AIZH2 O MZtsi 2.
“A Korean thinks like this.”

“Koreans think like this.”

ot A S 2 0|E A dZaliR.

“Koreans (in general) think like this.”

33
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CHAPTER

56

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
& x40l oHI5u|2! |
“How are you?” “Hello!”

WHY IS THIS WRONG? |
Asking & X|LH0{L2 to someone who you just saw yesterday (or very recently) |

sounds awkward, as it seems like you haven’t seen them in a while.

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Z X|LHC} (“to be well” or “to get along well”) is used to ask how a person is doing,
or how a person is getting along with someone. However, a much better translation

for ZF X|5HO{ 2 than “How are you doing?” would be “How have you been?”

In addition, using ZF X|LHC} in any conjugation is best for when asking how
someone is doing if you don'’t already know — unlike in English, where it’s normal to
ask someone “How are you?” even if you've just seen them yesterday. In Korean, this
expression is only used when enough time has passed for you to no longer know
how a person is doing or getting along with someone, or at least after a couple of
days.

Instead of asking & X|5HO{ 2, & X|LHL, or & X|LHM| L when not much time has

passed since your last meeting, consider saying QHAS}EM| 2 (“Hello.”) or simply 9t
I3 to a close friend.

Alternatively, you can ask them if they've eaten yet using BH(&) HLC} (“to eat a

meal”), which is a common greeting in Korea.

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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o HAN(R)?
A ALSHA 0| 27 (honorific speech)

“Did you eat?”

Meaning  ‘How are you?”
©® !

Meaning  ‘How are you?”

Meaning  ‘How are you?”

N

G

S22
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
Atabel, Blefstal ZAICh A, Blefst FHanter

I “Boss, let’s go have a meeting!” AFEE S|ol5t2] 7FA|Fl0| 22 I

| A, 2lelstE] ZHA S LI |

“Boss, shall we go have a meeting?”
WHY IS THIS WRONG?

L)

I The form used to say “let’s” in the example is only used when talking down to I
I someone else. This form should not be used in formal situations, and can also I
sound awkward when used with friends.

S S

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

I’ 3

There are several ways to say “let’s” in Korean. Overall, saying “let’s” is suggesting to

someone else to do something with you.

-(©)- A|C}H Even though this form has the honorific suffix -A|-, it is only used when
talking down to someone from a higher position (such as a boss to their employees)
or to someone close to you whom you cannot use casual speech toward (such as
an adult son to his mother). As such, it's neither polite, nor casual, and it should
therefore be avoided. To use this form, take a verb stem and attach -SA|C} if it ends

in a consonant, or attach -= A|C} if it ends in a vowel.

E|ZEAICH

“Let’s finish work!”

-X} This form is only used in casual speech. To use this form, take a verb stem and
attach -X}.
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4

4 ofxh

“Let’s eat!”

20| + -2 This form is acceptable to use in most situations outside of formal
speech. To use this form, add the adverb Z+0| (“together”) before a verb conjugated

to the - form. With close friends, you can remove the -Q.

Mz 2ol 2552,

“Let’s exercise together.”

-(©)z27H(2)? This form does not mean “let’s,” but instead, is a polite way to
suggest “shall we” do something or to ask “could something be” a certain way. To
use this form, take a verb stem and attach -27/}(R)? after a consonant, or attach
-27)HR)? after a vowel. The - can be removed for casual speech. If you are
talking to someone older or to someone in a higher position than yourself, you
should attach -A|- and say (Z0]) -(@)&7}2?

O|Z2= (Z0]) 7H&nte?
“Shall we go this way (together)?”

-(©)A710{27? This form does not mean “let’s” either, but instead, is a polite and
formal way to ask about someone’s intentions. A literal translation of this form
could be “Would you care to + verb, sir/ma’am?” To use this form, take a verb stem
and attach -2 A|Z10{ 27 if it ends in a consonant, or attach -A|Z10{ 272 if itends in a

vowel. If you add -&L|77}? Instead of -0{ 272, it sounds even more formal.

MASHAIZI 22
AABIAIE LI

“Would you care to have breakfast/lunch/dinner?”

“ TRACK
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CHAPTER

| () THE WRONG WAY () THE RIGHT WAY |
A: 2A|ZF o] DHLEXF. A: 2A|Zh | of| DHLEXE.

| “Let’'s meet in two hours.” “Let’'s meet in two hours.” |

| B Ja). Li=of Exp B: J&j. o]} X |

I “Ok. See you later!” “Ok. See you in a bit!” I

I WHY IS THIS WRONG? I

| LI=0|| means “later” as in “much later.” In the example, saying LFS0]| 2X} could I

cause the other person to feel sad because you would be replying that you want to
I see them much later instead of only two hours later. I

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Both L}=0]| and O|CH(Z}) mean “later,” but are used in different situations.

LI=0| This means “later,” often in the sense of “not today, but later.” In this way,

you can think of it as meaning “much later.”

LIZ0il CHA| 2M|2.
“Please come back later (but not today).”

O|tth(ZH) This means “later,” in the sense of “within today, after a short time.” The
7} at the end is optional, and adding or removing it does not change the meaning.

Oftck 7t CHA| M| L.

“Please come back a bit later (and before the end of today).”
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One more thing to mention is RCt7}, which has the same pronunciation as O|LC}
7} but a different meaning and usage. O|IL}7} is commonly misspelled as C}7},
but these are two separate concepts. Lt} comes from QULH (“to exist,” or here
meaning “to stay”) and the -C}7} form, which is used to show that something is

happening right when something else happens.

1022 ACEIF LI AL

“Let’s leave after (staying) just 10 more minutes.”

«« = BONUSEXAMPLES =+« v+ e eeennnneeseesnnueeeeeneeeaeneeeaannesannnscannnsns .

ottt

LIEol| HsketA L. o|ch(ZH) MaetetA 2.
“I will call you later (but not today).” “I will call you later today.”

LIS0ll =M L. ojhZh) FML.
“Please give it to me later (but not “‘Please give it to me later today.”

today).”

LI=o| enfR? olH(7t) ente?
“Shall we do it later (but not today)?” “Shall we do it later today?”
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| OfX|| M7t X710 2. Ofd| M7t F=gloje. |
“Yesterday’s weather was cold.” “Yesterday’s weather was cold.”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| RIZIC} is usually used to describe things that are cold to the touch, but not the |
weather. This sentence would be like saying the weather is so cold that it could

| freeze your finger. I

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

There are two words for each “hot” and “cold” that you'll use depending on what

you're trying to describe.

EEZICH This means that some physical object is “hot” to the touch — such as a light
bulb, a beverage, or a car engine.

Hu|7t AR =AM 2 O 22 QIO 2.

“l am not drinking the coffee because it’s too hot.”

ECE This means that your body feels “hot” — due to the weather, the air, or from
wearing too many clothes.

Q= N7 AECHHY L.
“Today’s weather is hotter than yesterday.”

XHZICEH This means that some physical object is “cold” to the touch — such as food
that’s been in the refrigerator, ice, or a snowball.
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Q& OHEl0 X712 AT E O .
“| drank cold coffee this morning.”

ZL} This means that your body feels “cold” — due to it being winter, a cold breeze,

or from not wearing enough clothes.

OE2EHILHA=SE FRR.

“Summer is hot, and winter is cold.”

One exception is for EEZIC}. When the weather is scorching hot, it's okay to use EE
Z1C} to describe it. In this way, it’s almost like the weather is so hot that you can feel

it. This is not a common usage, but is acceptable.

HY AR ENHR

“It's such hot weather.”

Meaning  The weather is so cold.”

©

A Bfolf oF LEZER. : “It’'s so cold these days
Meaning that | don’t go outside.”
M ghof| oF LE7tR '

“It was so hot last night

Meaning , .
that | couldn’t sleep.
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
MI3EIAE el7 Aloje. MIZIAE M1 A0|Q.
I “| want to wear sunglasses.” “| want to wear sunglasses.” I

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

There are several verbs in Korean to use for “to wear” depending on what it is you

I are wearing. The verb QIC} (“to wear”) is only used for things that you wear around I
your whole body, such as pants and shirts. This sentence sounds like you're trying
I to put the sunglasses on your body, not your eyes. I

S S

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

The verb for “to wear” that you should use depends on what it is and where you're

wearing it. Here are some of the most common verbs you should know:

2IC} This is used for things that you can wear around your whole body — such as
pants and a shirt.

0] M= 2lof &2,
“Try on this shirt."

AL} This is used for things that you can wear on your feet — such as socks and
shoes.

=S AL,

“l wore my shoes.”

04 Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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AL} This is used for things that you can wear on your head — such as glasses, a
mask, or a hat.

WM 2A}AAH OFEQ.

“You shouldn’t wear a hat in the classroom.”

OHCt This is used for things that you can wear with straps — such as a backpack or
seatbelt.

AHHES Of FMIL.

“Please wear your seatbelt.”

J|C} This is used for things that you can wear on your hands — such as rings and

gloves.

£71240] SHYUM BXIS 2 47t glol2.

“My finger is big, so | can’t wear a ring.”

XIC} This is used for things that you can wear on your wrist, or attach to your body
— such as a watch or bracelet.

EIAAE MO

“I put on my wristwatch.”

2L} This is used for things that you can wear around your neck —such as a
scarf. Or alternatively, you can just use the verb S}C}.

BE2| FEL YWY 0P 2?
22| 5 Y 0P 2?

“Do you know how to wear a scarf?”

“ TRACK
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| Wi eioh= 22| & &SIM. < dol= 22|15 =M. |
“‘My mom cooks well.” “My mom cooks well.”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| Saying L 0} (or M| &40O}) is like saying “my mom and not yours.” Instead, the |
word 2] should be used with family members, which means that person is a part

| of your family. I

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

When you are referring to something or someone that belongs to you, you can use

the word LY (for casual speech) or A| (for formal speech).

Lif &1 o] Q1042
“Where are my shoes?”

O] AfEf2 A 2170 2.
“This person is my friend.”

However, when used with family members, or something that isn’t solely owned by

” o«

yourself, use 22| (‘we,” “our”).

23| oftth=--
“My dad- . .”

The same goes for pets, which are seen as being owned together with your other

family members (or whoever lives at your house).

00 Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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&, o
A| ZOtX]...
22| Zofxl.. ©
“‘My puppy...”

You could also use 22| & (“our house”) and the animal type for referring to animals

if you want to emphasize that the animal is owned by everyone in the house.

2| & ZOHx|...
“My house’s puppy---”
“‘My family’s puppy---”

And the same goes for your home (2| Z!), your school (2| &t11), and your
country (2| Lt2}).

M| Ligt= 20| ok ote.
*Qi| LlZh= £0| 2t 2te. ©)

“It doesn’t snow in my country.”

* Note the spacing and meaning difference between 2| LI2} (“my country”) and
L2|Lt2} (“South Korea”).

One more word is X{8|, another word for 2| used in humble speech — for when

you want to speak extra politely to someone. Its usage is the same.

223y
- %48

“‘My house--”

« BONUSEXAMPLES « + e e e e e osovoscsooaascsnsssaasocososscassassssssssaaassans .

Lt OHh= 71 AIA. . . »
Meaning My dad is over there.

© <2 ofr= X7| AN,
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CHAPTER

| GO THE WRONG WAY () THE RIGHT WAY |

| A: Qh 3| AIM|2. A: Qb 3| AM|2. |
“Goodbye.” “Goodbye.”

| 6.1y, ohasi A2 B: W, 25| HHI2 |

| “Yes, goodbye.” “Yes, goodbye.” l

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

oHAS| H|M| 2 means “Stay in peace,” so replying with this after someone says it to
| you would mean that neither of you are going anywhere. |

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

You can say goodbye with either @tLE5| A M| or 2t 3| 7IM| 2.

OHAS| M| is used when you're leaving and someone else is staying. This phrase

literally means “Stay in peace.”

OHA3| 7tM| 2 is used when you're staying and someone else is leaving. This phrase

literally means “Go in peace.”

Although both people can say QHE3S| 7}M| 2 to each other as they both leave, if one

person is staying, then the other person must use 9t 3| A|M|2 to him or her.

Note that both of these phrases are very polite, and you shouldn’t use them to close

friends. However, there’s a right and wrong way to make these phrases casual.
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Goodbye (“go well”).

H3| 0.

A0Y(R). ©
NZAR). ©
Goodbye (“I'll go first”).

e re

You can also just say 9t (“Bye!”) to someone who's staying, or any other greeting.

There is no single common casual version of 9t 3| A(M|2.

e BONUSEXAMPLES ¢« e o e o s oseosoccscosossoscsscosscssssssossosscscssssnsnsssss .
To the person who stays:

7tMI2. . i
Meaning Goodbye.

©

Meaning  ‘Goodbye.”

Meaning  ‘Goodbye.”




) © © © 0 0 0 0 0 0 00 0000 00000000000 0000000000000 000000000000 0000000000000 000000 000

CHAPTER

L

10

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
M olpletmj Zopol=Z Eofslle. XM dagd o 2= 2 Z0fsl2. |
“| like walking when I'm bored.” “l like walking when I'm bored.”

WHY IS THIS WRONG? I
Here, using Z40{7}C} (“to walk somewhere”) sounds like you enjoy walking |

somewhere and not walking in general. Perhaps you specifically enjoy walking to
school, but the sentence can be vague without stating that. |

_— e e o o e o — — — — — — — — ]

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

7ICt and L} can be attached to action verbs that show motion (such as walking,
running, or leaving) to show the direction that motion is going. With 7L}, it's used
to show that the motion goes away from the speaker, while 2L} shows that the

motion is coming toward the speaker.

we| S07HMIL.
“Go in quickly (there).”

e S0 2M|2.
“Come in quickly (here)

AL} (“to walk”) means “to walk in general,” while ZO{7}C} means “to walk

(somewhere).” In the same way, Z0{ 2L} means “to walk (here).”

Use verbs without 7}Ct or 2L} whenever you do not need to specify a location.

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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IR Z20Z #= A0 L?

“Can you walk to your house (there)?”

047 |7kX] ZO{2t01 Q2

“Did you walk all the way here?”

HIE Q=0 20 R?
“You walked in this rain?”

Meaning  “Shall we go walking?”

“How long does it take on

Meaning foot?”
oot?

Meaning  ‘My baby can now walk.”
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CHAPTER

12

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
A E B 20 S| A E B ZiCHEA|. |
“I'll go grocery shopping.” “I'll go grocery shopping.”

B: & 7h B: CHALp I
“Goodbye!” “Okay, goodbye (and come back again)!” I
WHY IS THIS WRONG? I
Saying “goodbye” with Z 7H L) or 2HAS| 7FM| 2 means that you don’t expect to I
see that person for a while. If your roommate is going to be returning shortly, this

phrase would sound awkward. I

_— e e e e — — — — — — — — — — ]

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

In Korean, telling someone to leave is often done by telling them to go and then
come back again. Only telling someone to leave means that you don’t expect to be
seeing them again soon. For example, if your roommate announces they’re going to
the grocery store, replying Z 7} means that you don’t expect to see them for a long
time.

If you want to tell someone to leave, but expect or hope to see them again soon, use

a different phrase.

CHARF L) This phrase literally means “go and then come back.” In more polite
situations, you can also use CHLA QM| 2.

In addition, you also say that you'll go somewhere and then come back when
announcing that you're leaving. This clarifies that you’re only going to be leaving for

a short time.

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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CHeSA 1!
“Goodbye (and I'll be back)!”

we| 2T SAL.

“'ll go and come back quickly.”

2T Eofl Uk 2A L.
“I,

Il go to a friend’s house (and then come back).”

« BONUSEXAMPLES  + » e oo ocvoecoecncccoeooccoscsesessosscasoscssnscscnoscsncssoses .
(To your father who leaves for work) “Have a good day at work!”
oI5| 7HMIQ. Meaning  (Lit. “Please go and come

© ohgs| CHAQMIS. back safely.”)

(To your parents when you leave for
school) 12 72 & LT Meaning  “I'm off to school!”

© stmchiaL

(To your friend who is going on
vacation) & 7} Meaning = “Have a nice trip!”

=+ A9}



CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| X2 AlZto| Holl2? X2 H Ao |
“What is the time now?” “‘What time is it now?”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| A|ZF means “time,” as in the concept of time or the amount of time you have or |

need. If you were to ask someone this, you’d better hope they’re a physicist.

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

To ask what time it is, you'll need to specifically ask what hour of the day it is. You

can do this using & (“how many”) and the counter A| (“o’clock”).

T A0 7

“What time is it?”

To reply, you can say the hour using pure Korean numbers and the counter A|.

1 o’clock = SF A|

6 o'clock = 041 A|

10 o'clock = & A|

Note that A| is the counter for “o’clock,” but A|Z} is a different counter for “hours”

(such as when you want to say you studied for two hours). These two counters

should not be mixed up.

74 Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make



. TRACK

© © 0 000 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000 00000 e e 0o o0 00

G

N
4

gh Ao L.

“I's 1 o’clock.

5t AlzHO[0]2.

“It's one hour.”

To say the minutes, use Sino-Korean numbers and the counter £.
1:30 > 1A| 302 (“BF A| &A1 £7)

5:54 > 5A| 542 (“CHA A QLAALEY)

12:02~ 12A| 22 (EF A| 0| &)

To say the seconds, use Sino-Korean numbers and the counter =.

10 seconds ~ 10x (“M £7)
“AFALAF X7

33 seconds = 335 (“AFAIAF X

Meaning ‘Do you have the time?”

©

“What time do you finish

Meaning ,
work?

“What time did you get

Meaning here?”
ere’
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| s F& Yoo s F& 29002 |
“What day is it today?” “‘What day of the week is today?”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| The adjective 22 (“what”) and & (“day”) means “what day,” but = doesn’t mean |
the day of the week — it’s just a day in general. Asking 52& F would be like asking

| what kind of day it was, as if the day was some sort of special occasion. |

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

B2 s still used to ask what day of the week it is, but only together with @ &! (“day
of the week”). You can use 22& 22! in whatever sentence structure you'd like to

ask the day of the week.

If you ask this, someone will likely respond with which day of the week it is.

L2300 L.

“Today is Tuesday.”

Let’s review the days of the week:

2l - “Monday”

Q! > “Tuesday”

2 - “Wednesday”
2! - “Thursday”

2l - “Friday”

HM og Jjg 4> for o
O O kO kO kO O

Q! - “saturday”
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222l - “sunday”

To ask which day of the month it is, use O{&l.

Q= A0 R?
“Which day (of the month) is it today?”
“What’s the date today?”

To reply with the date, use a Sino-Korean number together with the counter & (“day”).
_Ist — 1()E| ((i(DEl ()EI”

5th— 52 ("2 &)

31st— 31 (AAIY )

Vi Which day do you go to

© your ballet class?”

“On which day is the

Meaning )
museum closed?

“Which day is Christmas

Meaning ) p
this year?
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
QENE3A S0 HAS MU 2EXNE 5 3A/0| HAS .

I “Today | ate lunch at 3 o’clock “Today | ate lunch at 3 o’clock I

I in the afternoon.” in the afternoon.” I

I WHY IS THIS WRONG? I

| Time in Korean is organized with the largest units on the left and the smallest units |
on the right. When things aren’t arranged the correct way, a sentence can feel out of
I order. I

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Organize time from the largest unit (such as years) to the smallest (such as

seconds), going from left to right.
Saying the year, month, and day always goes in that order.

62 152 19861
1986 62 152 ()
“June 15th, 1986

Saying the general day (such as today or tomorrow), the time of day (such as the

morning or afternoon), and the hour always goes in that order.

LH 8A| X Hof| BHLE
LH XS 8Alof BHte. ©
“Let’'s meet tomorrow evening at 8 o’clock.”

o
)
o
il
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Note that the general day (such as today or tomorrow) will usually come toward the
beginning of a sentence, either before or after the subject. In casual spoken usage,
it can come later in the sentence, but it will sound as though the speaker forgot to

say it, and the sentence will sound much less natural.

X AlZH0] 212 2@=. (less natural)
XNe @= AlZH0] g1 2. (more natural)
“l don’t have time today.”

Saying the hour, minute, and second always goes in that order.

6A| 302 30=
“6:30 and 30 seconds”

“I was born on June 9th,

Meaning 1990."

©

“It starts at seven o'’clock

Meanin
Y in the evening on Sunday.”

“We have a meeting at 9

Meaning .
a.m. tomorrow.

L 2% 9Alofl 2|27t A L.
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| O X|! 0| 0] Hof|22 SHOHH X[ JEt0] OfEA| EIM| 22 |
“(Grandfather!) What's your name?” “(Grandfather!) What's your name?”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| 0|20]| $0]|2? does mean “What is your name?” However, this phrase is |

inappropriate to use toward someone much older than you. In this case, to a 0}H{
| X|, it would sound rude. |

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

There are a few ways to ask someone’s name, and the one you should use will
depend on who you are asking.

Jefol oA EMK?

“What’s your name?”

A&t is an honorific noun that means “name.” Using A4 &t instead of O| 2 (‘hame”)
shows extra respect toward the person who you're asking. However, only use A&t

for another person’s name, and not for your own name, to avoid sounding awkward.

N det= g 2.
Holgedzoe. ©
“My name’s Billy.”

=7 =|M| 27 literally means “How is it?” It can also be loosely translated to “Tell
me about.” In this way, you can think of this phrase as meaning “Tell me about your

name.” You can also use & 7| £|M|27? to ask someone about their family or

80 Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make



hobbies, among other topics.

O|S0| o{EH| E|MIK?

“What'’s your name?”

The phrase H{®EA| £|M| can also be used with O] = when speaking with someone
who you don’t need to show extra politeness toward. As this phrase contains the -Af|
& honorific ending, it is still polite in general, but should not be used to anyone who

is much older than you.

O|S0| o EH =HR?

“What’s your name?”

This uses T2 instead of E|M| 2, and should only be used in informal situations,

such as when making new friends or meeting people who appear younger than you.

O|S0| Ho2?
“What’s your name?”

This phrase is also acceptable to use in informal situations, but is slightly less

polite. This would be fine to use toward young kids.

O|Z0| #oF?

“What’s your name?”

Because this phrase uses casual speech, it should not be used toward anyone who
you want to show respect toward — even perhaps young kids, depending on the
situation. For this reason, this one is the least used of all the phrases. Only kids

would say this to each other.
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CHAPTER

82

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
X oy Holole. XK= 28 Holo2.
“I'm 20 years old.” “I'm 20 years old.” I

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

While H is used to count years, it can’t be used to count a person’s years —

someone’s age. To count age, the counter &F must be used together with pure I
Korean numbers. This sentence would sound like, “As for me, it's been 20 years.” It
would not mean that you are 20 years old. I

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

As we learned previously, there are two number systems in Korean — pure Korean
numbers and Sino-Korean numbers. Each system will be used for a different

purpose, such as counting people or objects.

To count a person’s years — how old they are — use pure Korean numbers together
with the counter 4. Remember that the numbers 1 to 4 and 20 will change when

used directly before a counter.

3 years old / 3&F (“M| &)
5years old / 54t (“CHA AF)
21 yearsold / 214 ("AE3H AP)
40 years old / 404 (“‘OtE &

Pure Korean numbers are most often used up until 40 (O}&) or 50 (#l). Beyond
that, it's common to simply switch back to the Sino-Korean number system — even

when counting years. However, when you do so, switch the counter 4} to a different
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counter Al|.

SOAEF (“—ﬂ AEI_” or MQA‘:I k””)

Also, note that Korea uses a different age system than the rest of the world —you'’ll
be either one or two years older in Korean age. To calculate your Korean age, take

the current year and subtract your birthday year. Then, add one year on top of that.

To count years (in general), use Sino-Korean numbers together with I (“year”).

3years /33 (“A ")

21 years / 2113 (“0|Al0| H”)

The counter & can also be used when talking about inanimate objects that are

a certain number of years old. When used in this way, attach the verb =|C} (“to
become”) and conjugate it. For example, if you wanted to say that a car is 10 years
old, you can say 0| XH= & 1 E10{ 2 (“This car is 10 years old.”). Or if you wanted
to say that it is a 10-year-old car, you can say 0|71 & I =l X}0i| 2 (“Thisis a

10-year-old car.”).

O] Zi=22 100 FH0o{ L.

“This building is 100 years old.”

0|A 5004 &l LIF0| .
“This is a 500-year-old tree.”

Meaning  “He/She now turned one.”




) © © © 0 0 0 0 0 0 00 0000 00000000000 0000000000000 000000000000 0000000000000 000000 000

CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| ojL|, # &ojol|2? L], AM7L 08| =M 22 |
“Grandmother, how old are you?” “Grandmother, how old are you?”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| It would be inappropriate and rude to ask someone who is much older than you their |
age using H AF

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

There are a few ways to ask someone’s age, and the one you should use will depend

on who you are asking.

AMZEHOEA MR

“How old are you?”

91M| is an honorific noun that means “age,” and shows extra respect toward the
person who you're referring to. Remember to only use 91A| when talking about

someone else’s age, not your own.

LtO| 7} O | E|MIR?
LtO| 7} O EH =2

“How old are you?”

Using LtO| (“age”) is a step down from 1|, but is acceptable outside of formal
situations and with people who are not much older than you. You can use {2 7| &

M| to be more polite, or {8 A| £ R, depending on how polite you want to be.
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& Ak (“how many years old”) is only used when speaking to someone who is much

younger than you. It should also be avoided in any polite or formal situation. As

such, it's okay to use when referring to younger children.

< BONUSEXAMPLES + « « e e s s sossoeoasesosssssceossesassossssoossasossssssannss .

Inappropriate/Impolite

FREHO| # &0|0R?

L[ LtO]7} 0{=0[0 2.

Appropriate/Polite

HRE AMZH{EA
E|MR?

L] M7 O{E0IMIL.

X 3| ZOHHX| M7}

oM.

Meaning

“How old are your
parents?”

“(My/His/Her)
grandmother is 80 years
old.”

“My grandfather is very
old.”
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CHAPTER

86

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
R g4 ok Lh= g 4 glch
‘I can do it “l can do it!” |

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

It's important to use the right amount of politeness depending on who you're talking
with or talking about —this shows respect. However, when speaking to or about I
yourself, there’s no need to speak respectfully, and doing so will actually cause your
Korean to sound awkward. I

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

When speaking to yourself about yourself (even when around others who might be
listening), there’s no need to speak using polite forms. This is because politeness

forms are used when speaking politely to and about other people — not yourself.

When you're walking down the street with someone whom you would normally
speak politely to, feel free to speak casually toward yourself about yourself. For
example, you might be walking outside in freezing cold temperatures, in which case
you can say to yourself, OF, ZIX}t ZLCH (“Ah, it's so cold!”) without worrying about

using the 2 form or some other polite form of speech.
Of, 1M =Y !
of, Zm &ECh ©

“Ah, it's so cold!”

Note that this is only when you're not speaking directly toward someone, or else it

could be understood that you're speaking to them and not to yourself.

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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Remember that X itself is also polite, so only use L} when talking to yourself.

X o} O|2{X|?
L} e 0|2{X]? ©

“What’s wrong with me?”

In addition, avoid using any honorific nouns when talking about yourself — whether
you're talking to yourself or with others. This includes the honorific nouns & (counter
for “people”), EH (“house”), A&t (“name”), and Q1A| (“age”), among others. For
example, although & and & are both counters for people, use only & when talking

about yourself or your group and & when speaking about others.

AR Z0IMR?

“‘How many are you?”

B: M| £0|2.
B: M| Ho|2.©
“There are three of us.”

Q#%Hﬂ I01Q.
3| 2 N7 YN O

“My house is over there.”

“ BONUSEXAMPLES « « ¢ o= e e evveoneennncenecennnnnneannconncenccenconnccncnns

X442 RL|meluct: )
Meaning My name is Jennifer.”

© H olg2 FLHL|c.

M7t el 0471 QUX|? “
Meaning Why am | here?”

© Uizt el 097] LXI?
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CHAPTER

88

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
o Mzt VEZ R TL
“What do you think?” “‘What do you think?” I

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

£ means “what,” but asking someone what they’re thinking with this word sounds

more like you're asking them “what” they're thinking about, and not what they think I
about something or what their opinion is. In addition, this phrase would also be an
unnatural way to say that as well.

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

To ask someone “what” they think about something — their opinion — you need to
actually ask them “how” they think about it. The word for “how” is O{*&/7{|.

O1EH| ‘4ztstM|?
“What (how) do you think?”

To be more polite (such as when not talking to close friends), you can also use S}A|
{2 atthe end. If you want to be more specific and ask what someone thinks about
something, you can add “about” before this form.

About: Noun + -0f| CH3H(M)

To use this form, attach -0f| CH3l(A) after a noun; the A is optional.

T Hstofl Chsi A O1EH| ‘l2tstM| 27
“What do you think about that movie?”

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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O| ofo|C|ofofl ChsH O EH| M ZtstM|R?
“What do you think about this idea?”

Another quicker way to ask someone what they think about something is to directly

ask them how something is.

How: Noun + O{IIj()?

To use this form, attach -O{II{(2) after a noun; you can remove £ when speaking

with close friends.

o]  ofuj 22

“How is this book?”

ol @t ofmhR?

“‘How is this movie?”

Note that HI(R) and O{[HA| L literally mean “how is it,” so the sentence O| Q5|
Ol 2 could also translate as “How about this movie?” — as in “Shall we watch
this movie?” Whether you’re suggesting to see a certain movie or asking about it will

be clear by the context.

Meaning  “What do you think?”

Meaning  “What do you think?”
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CHAPTER

90

(%) THE WRONG WAY
X=et=0|E 355t 2lo]2.

“| am studying Korean.”

(©) THE RIGHT WAY |
Lt= 8H= 01§ 3551 QUL

“l am studying Korean.”

WHY IS THIS WRONG? |

When spoken, this example sentence is perfect. However, when written in an essay, |
this sentence would be awkward and inappropriate.

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

When writing an essay or scribbling in your diary, use the plain form. The plain
form is used in several grammar forms, and is useful to master — not to mention
essential for writing down your thoughts. While the plain form would be too casual
if spoken (except to close friends in certain situations), it is proper when writing
something that has no intended audience. If you don’t know how to address the
people who will be reading your writing, use the plain form. This is why it's found in

news articles, essays, and reports.
Plain Form: Action Verb Stem + -(&=)LLC}
For action verbs in the present tense, take the verb stem and attach -= if it ends in

a consonant, or attach -L if it ends in a vowel. Then attach C}. Verb stems ending in
2 will also lose their 2.

o

1
L
n

b

2 oon 12
un 4c
_O'E
n
rn ok
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For descriptive verbs in the present tense, no additional conjugation is necessary.

ALt AULE
LS|

I=5tet - ZI=SHL

For all verbs in the past tense, conjugate to the 2 form in past tense, and remove

any additional 2 form conjugation at the end (such as -0}, -2, etc.). Then

attach C}.
TEsiC- TE0IR » B}
O{ECH— OISR — o RICt

-0|C}— 0| L or -RA0{L — -O|RUCt or -RACH
Note that -O|C} will become -O|R{LC} after a consonant and -QiLC} after a vowel.

For all verbs in the future tense, conjugate either the -(2) 2 Zd0|LC} ending (shortened

to -(@) = 7LC}) or the -ZIC} ending. No additional conjugation is necessary.

Qe|stt - 2[g A0\t L[ 7T}, or 22|52t

ML}~ HS A0}, HS 7T, or HZCY

One more thing: when used in writing, use L} instead of X]. Although L} is only
spoken in casual speech, it is required in writing. Using X| would sound overly polite

for writing where the reader is unknown.

K= TtAERS 2hS
Lt= DtAELS BHS

“| want to make pasta.

xRz

« BONUSEXAMPLES + ¢+ +++ccooeoooooaccacsacsaosoasosasossoscocococsoscsssassssssas .

When written in an essay:

Inappropriate X =<

Meaning ‘I went to school today.”

Appropriate L= @
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| HEEohuzsie SR 2 RYEILTE:) |
“| think it's good.” “I think it's good.”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| While this example would make sense, it's completely grammatically wrong and |
would sound strange. You'd need to use a different form of &L} (‘to be good”), such

| as the plain form, to express your opinion. |

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

To express your thoughts, use the plain form together with -1 and 2SI} (“to
think”).

plain form + -1 4ZI5IC}

To express your thoughts or say what you're thinking, first conjugate the plain form.

Next, attach -11 directly to the end of the plain form, and conjugate the verb 225t}

ZCtn M2fsiQ.

“| think it's good.”

QRS2 OtF Ehi s Q.

“l think today is very hot.”

0 AR BHEES EEICHT MR,

“I think that person can also speak Korean well.”

9?2 Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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Note that -O|C}(“to be”) is irregular and conjugates to -O|2} 11 after a consonant or
-2} 11 after a vowel when used with this specific form. The same is true of OFL|LC},
which becomes OfL|2}1.

ZS 7L E2 AlZfo|2tn MZts 2.

“I think Kyeong-eun is a good person.”

T AMEO| st o2t S R.

“I think that person is a student.”

T Afzho| Ha|akm Az

‘I think that person is Billy.”

1 ALZHO| 2|7} OfL 2t ‘4Ztsl
“I think that person’s not Billy.”

O A2 = AF2HO| & 2t AHZHEH Q.

“| think another person will do that work.”

M7t XL HE = AS 72t 426,

“I think | will be able to eat it all by myself.”

Meaning  ‘Ithink it's fun.”

Meaning ‘I think it's difficult.”







o<

CAN YOU SPOT WHAT'S WRONG WITH THIS SENTENCE?

K= ME22 XISKIE 22012.

) See Chapter 45
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

X X3 eh=oll 375t o2, X X =m0l 355t Q01

“I'm studying in Korea now. “l am studying in Korea now.”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| The particle -0f| can be used to show the location of something, but not where |
something happens. Instead, -0f| M| needs to be used whenever there’s an action

| verb. |

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

The particle -0 means “to,” “in,” and “at” in English.

Xz eh=0l 7t Ao,
“l want to go to Korea.”

Xa| Zofl= dEgnot o .

“There isn’t a refrigerator in/at our house.”

AR M= AR A0 L.

“Hyunwoo is in/at the office.”

This can cause some confusion with the particle -0 A{, which can mean “at.” -0{| A{
can be used to show the location where something happens. Use -0| A{ whenever

you want to show the location where an action verb happens.

R M= AFR AN 23 L.

“Hyunwoo works at the office.”

06 Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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HHSHE Ol A| ZAEE|Z AFO| 2.

“| bought a computer at the department store.”

Eo|M AKX 2.
“l did the dishes at home.”

Note that the action verb &} (“to live”) is an exception, and can use either -0f| or -

ofl A

I'm living in K orea.”

The particle -0{| A can also be used to mean “from,” although this usage is unrelated

to its confusion with -0{|.

XN Ol=0llM 2oL

“'m from America.”

SF ol M E7HX] HAHZH 2

“I ran home from school.”

Al 7t2? “When are you going

Meaning h o
ome?

© ol oix| 722

ofCioll SF3le?

Meaning  “Where do you study?”’
O{C|0lM =
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CHAPTER

98

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
ool ofL|0. |
“You're welcome.” “You're welcome.”

WHY IS THIS WRONG? I

F 0| 2 is an old-fashioned way to say “You're welcome.” There are better ways to |
say this.

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

There are several ways to say ‘you’re welcome” depending on the situation.

HOL0|2 This is an older expression that literally means “not at all,” and it is no
longer commonly used. You might hear it from time to time used by older people,
but it's not recommended.

OlL|0{|2 or OFL|OF These expressions both mean “No, it isn’t.” You can use O}L|
0|2 in any polite situation, and OfL|OF with close friends, but neither is formal. If
you are in a formal situation, you could say O}'zlL|C}, which is a combination of Of
L|C} and the formal ending -(A) HL|C}. Because it comes from OFL|C} (“to not be”),
it can be used whenever you want to politely deny what someone has said, such as
responding to compliments. In this way, it’s like saying “No, you don’t need to say
that.”

A HE ZAFRIL|CH

“Thank you!”

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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B: OfL|0f| 2.

“You're welcome.”

A SR LR EHBHA| 2!
“Your Korean is so good!”
B: OfL|0f| 2.

“Ah, no.”

22 This expression is not formal, but is polite. Its literal meaning is “what,” and it
can be used in a similar way as saying “No problem” or “It's nothing.” For example,
you could use this expression to respond to someone saying “thank you” after

you've done them a favor.

A Q5 EotF A 10 LS.
“Thanks for helping today.”
B: 2.

“No problem.”

”It's nothing.”

0§|0| This short sound can be added before OfL|0f|2, OL|Of, or 2 2. Adding this
will make the expression sound more friendly, but less formal or polite. As such, it

should only be used with friends and acquaintances.

ofjo], Ee!

“Eh, it's nothing!”

“ TRACK
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| X = 0|=0f 2 OHItEE 0|2 X = 0|=0 2 ofitET} Lo |
“I have a big apartment in America.” “I have a big apartment in America.”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| 21012 can't take a direct object of its own because it basically means “exist”. |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

There are two types of action verbs in Korean — transitive verbs and intransitive
verbs. These terms aren’t important to memorize, but it is important to know how

each verb can be used with particles.

Transitive verbs are all verbs in Korean that can affect a noun. These verbs use the

object marker, -=/Z, to show what noun they're affecting.

oI} %o eat”
| X7t HCt - “pizza eats (something)”
I|X}E ML} - “to eat pizza” @)

Ne Zxt o .

Ne DxE "Hole. ©
“| eat pizza.”

Intransitive verbs are all verbs in Korean that do not affect a noun. These verbs

cannot use the object marker, -2/E.

100 Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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QIC} “to exist”
I|XtE QLI - “to exist pizza”
I|X}7t QICH— “pizza exists” &)

Me DXE A0 L.
Nz DX A L.
“I have pizza.”

©

Again, you do not need to learn the terms “transitive verb” and “intransitive verbs”
— simply knowing whether a verb can directly affect a noun or not is enough. If you

know that, then you can know whether that verb uses the object marker or not.

Note that all descriptive verbs are automatically intransitive verbs, as they don’'t do

anything to nouns, and therefore, cannot use the object marker.

gt= EEH0HE 0.

st= calptEoke. ©
“I like Korean dramas.”

H=0E Y AOIAN !
$t=207F H2 xH0|U0! O

“Korean is really fun!”

Meaning  ‘There is a person.”

©

Meaning ‘I like Korea a lot.”




) © © © 0 0 0 0 0 0 00 0000 00000000000 0000000000000 000000000000 0000000000000 000000 000

CHAPTER

| GO THE WRONG Way () THE RIGHT WAY |

| ME2 XISKE 2f2. ME2 XI=XIE 2t Aloje. |
“| want a new car.” MZ2 XI=X17F 2t Aloje.

I “| want to have a new car.” I

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| 2ASIC} (“to want”) is not commonly used to directly say that you want something. |
Using this verb can sound like your sentence is a direct translation of an English

| sentence. I

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

2I5|ILC} literally means “to want,” but it can sound too direct. There is a much

more natural way to say that you want something. To say that you want to have
something, use 7}X| 10 A!Ct (“to want to have”). The verb 7}X|C} means “to have,”
as in “to have on one’s person.” This is also shortened to Zt11 AIC} very often when
spoken.

2 HFEIZ TN D Ao,
%%E1§7ﬁ Aojg.

IJ

“| want to have that computer.”

In addition to the object marker, -2/, it is okay to use the subject marker, -0|/7V,
to talk about what you want to have in front of 7}X| 0 AIC} or Zt11 AIC} Doing this

emphasizes what it is that you want to have.

O 7tH|2tE 211 Ao L.
O| ZtH|2t7t 2t Ao Q.
“| want to have this camera.”
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947k 243 40f2?

“What item do you want to have?”
To say that you want to do something, use a different form.
Action Verb Stem + -11 &IC}

To use this form, take an action verb stem (the verb which you want to do) and

attach -1 4L} to the verb stem. Then conjugate it.

MEE XSRIE A7IE iR
MER XSS AL H012.©

“| want to buy a new car.”

O}EO.IE HHO AIO-IO

“| want to learn Korean.”

R NS L 40Q.

“l want to meet Hyunwoo.”

So then when is the verb 2/S}C} used? While it's not used to say that you want to
have something, or that you want to do something, it can be used indirectly — as an

adjective.

M7t §5t= 2RE7H0{7| Yl R.

“The snack | want isn’t here.”

. TRACK
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| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| e ME2ES AISXIE Zod|e. M= ME2 XISXEQSIL. |
“I need a new car.” “I need a new car.”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| ZI Q3IC} is a descriptive verb, and therefore, can’t have an object. This sentence, |

while understandable, would sound awkward, like saying “l necessary a new car.”

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Il Q3IC}: This means “to be necessary,” and is not an action verb. It's not possible “to
be necessary” something. Instead, something can be necessary. It can be used with
the subject marker, -0|/7}, or another marker such as the topic marker, -2/+=, or -,

but can’t be used with the object marker, -2/ E.

S o
mF' ME!

ol
Ito fo

f
H

eed clothes.”

fgEe
20| LLs

“I

@

>

Xe "x 2T E 2R3
Me "git 27t Ee
“I need a boyfriend.”

Verb Stem + -0}/0{/0{0} E|C}
This is another common way to say that you “need” to do something. To use it, take
a verb stem and conjugate it to the  form, removing the . Then attach -Of E|C}

and conjugate it. Or alternatively, you can instead attach -OF S}C} and conjugate it
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(which is a bit more formal).

Mz MZ22 XSRS AMOFEiR.

“I need to buy a new car.”

| 710k B 2.
“I have to go quickly.”

= 4 Loliok =R

“Do you really need to work today?”

Zl 9 2 SIC}: This means “to require” and is an action verb form of & Q3}C}, but it's

not commonly used as it sounds a bit formal. It can be used with the object marker.

07|0| M XS 5l2{™ 5| =S =R 2 Sh|CL

“I require a license to drive here.”

Meaning ‘I need chopsticks.”

©

Meaning ‘I need water.”

Meaning ‘I need help.”

‘ TRACK
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| O[H| o{EAH 2> O[] ofHal > |
“What will you do now?” “What will you do now?”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| This is half a spelling mistake and half a grammar mistake. Because 0{"27{| means |
“how,” this sentence would actually mean “Now how?”

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

O*=A|(2) and O{&5(2) both have the same pronunciation, but different

meanings.

O{*=7|: This adverb means “how.” Originally, 0{"27{| comes from the descriptive verb
O{ZIC}, which means “to be how.” This descriptive verb is also where the adjective
O{tH (“what kind of”) comes from.

Of B 22

“‘How?”

O3l (2): This is an expression that literally means “What will I/you do?” It's used
in a similar way as saying “Oh no.” Originally, this comes from the action verb O{™H
SIC}, which is a shortened version of O{[H5}A| STt or %2 | 5T meaning “how

to do something.”

LN

“What will you do?”
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“What do | do?”

The point to take away from this lesson is that {2 A and {32 are both
grammatically accurate sentences, and it's important to be able to tell the difference
through the context (and spelling).

A:H|7F 0|2 E PSRN L.
“I made a cake.”
B: {E A2

“How (did you make it)?”

A:H|7FA0|3E PSRN L.
“I made a cake.”
B: {3l R.

“Oh no! (It's probably disgusting!)”

A: X{5| OF=0| ARl M HOFO 2.
“My son failed his test.”
B: & A R7

“How? (Did he not study? It's impossible.)”

A: X8| OFZ0| A0 M HOIFO 2.
“My son failed his test.”
B: {3l 2.

“Oh no! ('m sorry to hear that!)”

“What should we do if no
one comes?”
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CHAPTER
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(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
A: O{X| x| 5| SOt X|H A ZSOL7FM01L.  A: ON| X &] EOFHXPHIM SO0L7HA1012.

“Yesterday, my grandfather passed away.”  “Yesterday, my grandfather passed away.”

B B A SBLICH FOVIENE S
“I'm really sorry.” “I'm so sorry to hear that.” I
WHY IS THIS WRONG? I

Z|&8H|C} means that you're sorry and are apologizing for doing something. If you |
said this, it would mean that you were responsible for their grandfather’s death — if
so, then definitely turn yourself in. I

_— e e e e — — — — — — — — — — ]

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

There are several expressions to show that you're “sorry,” depending on the
situation.

Z|&5ICH and OJ2FSICE You can use either of these verbs to apologize for
something that you did. Technically, Z|Z&3}C} is slightly more formal than O] QST
because of this, these two verbs will be used when speaking at different levels of

politeness. Here are some of the most common usages:

o of

el il
L
il

[2alval
0

=)
3
I
- S
o <

o
e e
f0

=
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({11} ”
I'm sorry.

Simply saying 0|9t is the least sincere-sounding way of apologizing, and is closer to

just saying “my bad” or “oops.”

SZFO|Ct This verb can be used to express that you're sorry to hear about
something. However, as this verb is formal, it should not be used with friends or

close acquaintances. It's also not commonly used.

FLYLIC

I'm sorry to hear that.”

AHAO| ALCH This phrase means that one’s “grief” (&4l is “great” (ALC}). Itis a
polite expression that you can use when someone has experienced some sort of
loss, and means that their grief must be great (they must be sad). It can be used

together with honorifics when talking about someone else.

0{=3H(2) This phrase can be used with friends or acquaintances to express that
you're sorry to hear something. This comes from {E&S}C} and means “What will I/

you do?” In this way, it is used to express something similar to “Oh no.”

A: O AR KO Q.
“| failed the test.”
B: {3l 2.

“I'm sorry to hear that.”

e BONUSEXAMPLES « « e e e e e ccooeeccooocacsosacoascsnsassscssscoanssssccscsssss .

. L — F “ .
A NE 2=k of20[oL. A: “| work overtime today
B: D|oHEl 2. ElE7l01Q. ; as well.”

Meaning

B: “I'm sorry. You must be
tired.”
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(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
=7 #o]2? 7h #0122 |
“Who did it?” “Who did it?”

WHY IS THIS WRONG? I
=31 means “who” when used as the object of a verb. Here, the verb S}C} (“to do”) |
would be doing something to “who,” instead of “who” doing something, which would
make no sense without additional context. |

_— e e o o e o — — — — — — — — ]

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

=1 and =7} both mean “who,” depending on whether it's being used as an object
or a subject in a sentence — whether some action is doing something to “who,” or

whether “who” is doing some action.

%=1 This means “who” when it is used as an object. That means some action verb
is doing something to “who.” For example, when asking “who” something happened
to, =71 would be the object of that sentence. Or, you'd use =7 when asking “who”

someone met.

78 a0l e?

“Who did you meet?”

%7} This means “who” when it is used as a subject. This means that “who” is doing
some action verb. For example, when asking “who” did something, “who” is the

subject of that sentence. Or you'd use =7} when asking “who” met someone, when
not asking “who” was met. .=7} comes from L%=5% and the subject marker -7} (instead

of saying %=1 71).

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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71 22

“Who met (someone)?”

In the incorrect example, =71 10| 2 is asking “who” the action (SICt) happened to,
and not “who” was doing the action (SIC}). The sentence is therefore vague, as we

don’t know the subject who did the action or what the action was specifically.

HM=S F7HHE Ho?
MES S8t HoR?©)

“Who did you give the present to?”

« BONUSEXAMPLES  « » e e e e e oeeeeecccccccssonoacncoacsssssonnnnnnnsannscccsoes .

£ HANR? , . .
Meaning Who ate it?

© w7hegiole?

A A0R?
e Meaning  ‘Who is going?”
St Hole?

Meaning  “Who called you/us?”

e e o 00
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| 017 7L AN 07| &= AN |
“Who’s here?” “Is someone here?”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| If you were to walk into an empty house and say this sentence, it would sound like |
you knew that someone is here — not that you were asking if someone is here in the

| house. I

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

=7} is a combination of =31 (“‘who”) and -7}, the subject marker, so it would make
sense that 07| L=7} M| would translate as “Who is here?” However, =7} means
that you're asking “who” is here, and not whether someone (or anyone) is here. If
you heard some strange noises from inside of the house, you could ask =7} A M|
to find out who it was, but it would be more natural to ask if someone is there since

you don’t know if anyone is there or not.

Not only can =7 be used to mean “who,” but it can also be used to mean
“someone”. In this way, =5 can be used as “who” and as a shorter version of =%

7} (“someone”).

OfH| =7 BFHO 2.
“l met someone yesterday.”

In the same way as Y=L can be used to mean “someone,” 2| (‘what”) can also be
used as a shorter version of 27} (“something”), and 0{C| (“where”) can be used as

a shorter version of 0{EI7} (“somewhere”).
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o[o] & HANH L.

“| already ate something.”

ofcf Zh A ZotL.

“l think she went somewhere.”
Note that when using =7, &, and O{C]| in this manner, put emphasis on the verb in

the sentence. If you put emphasis on the words =3, B, or 0L, then it will instead

sound like you are saying the normal words “who,” “what,” and “where.”

2 302
“What did you do?”

0| 310{Q?
“Did you do something?”

e BONUSEXAMPLES « « e e e e e cceoooooooooossseannssaaceensssaascenssscsscanssans .

=71 2ACE20R? = QT 2H0{ Q7
“Who stopped by here?” “Did someone stop by here?”

SO0 ? SR ORNR?
“Who got hurt?” “Did someone get hurt?”

7L ER0R? £ 2R0R?

Who called out for me?” “Did you call out for someone?”

e e o 00
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| ol e aslole ol 24 gloj2. |
“This food is delicious.” “This food is delicious.”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| 0|24 means “this thing” and is a noun — it cannot be attached directly to another |

noun. This sentence would therefore translate as “This thing food is delicious.”

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Saying “this” and “that” depends on how the word is being used — as a noun or an
adjective. Adjectives are used directly before a noun, while nouns cannot be. Let’s

cover the three adjective and three nouns that we’ll need to translate these words.

O|: This is an adjective and means “this.” It's used whenever what you're talking
about is close to you — the speaker — but far from the person you're talking with —
the listener.

0| %32 FofH2.

“ like this movie.”
0|Z4/0|74: This is a noun and means “this (thing).” It's used in the same cases as O|.
Ol= Ot £0t2.

0|7 OFF ZE0tR. ©
“This is very good.”
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T1: This is an adjective and means “that.” It's used whenever what you're talking
about is far from you — the speaker — but close to the person you're talking with -
the listener.

w2t

[

“that idea (you have)”
7174/ 74: This is a noun and means “that (thing).” It's used in the same cases as 1.

a7 E2 4zl L.

“That is a good idea.”

X: This is an adjective and means “that.” It's used whenever what you're talking
about is both far from you — the speaker — and far from the person you're talking

with - the listener. You can think of it translating as “that (over there).”

X AtEh

“that person (over there)”

XZd/X74: This is a noun and means “that (thing)” or “that (thing over there).” It's

used in the same cases as A].

M7l 9z

“What is that (thing over there)?”

< BONUSEXAMPLES « + e e e v s s sooesessoacacsnsasaasoecssossscasacsssssssssaassans .

0|74 0| B =HR? . “Can | throw away this
Meaning ,
paper?

© 0l Z0| Hoi = &}2?

“Whose umbrella is that

Meaning ,
over there?
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(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
O| TR} X DfXIE HEN? 0| Xt s E27t2?
“Should we eat this snack or that snack?”  OfL|D X 2}X} H 277122
“Should we eat this snack or that snack?” I
WHY IS THIS WRONG? I

Saying “or” using -(O])L} can’t be used when you're asking someone to choose |
between several options.

_— e e o o e o — — — — — — — — ]

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

There are two distinct ways to say “or” in Korean, depending on how it’s being used.
Noun + -(O])L}

This form can be used to say “or” when you're making a suggestion to do
something. It cannot be used to ask someone to choose between two choices. This
is because -(0])L} means “or (something else).” If you were to try asking someone
to choose between two options using this form, don’t be surprised if they reply with
212 (“Sure.”).

A: O| KL} SHEHH THE7712?
“Shall we eat something like pizza or hamburger?”
B: J1212.

“Sure.”

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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To use this form, take a noun and attach -O|L} if it ends in a consonant, or attach -L}
if it ends in a vowel. You can attach another noun after this form — or not (since it's

not used for making choices).

o|7Lt T4
“this thing or that thing”

OfL|™
This can also be used to say “or” when you’re making a suggestion to do something.

m| X+ OFL|® B H27te?

“Should we eat something like pizza or hamburgers?”

However, you can also use this when asking the listener to make a choice. To
do this, split the two choices into two separate sentences, using OfL| ™ at the

beginning of the second sentence (“Or---").

UK} HE7122 OtL| ™ SHH{H HE7IR?

“Should we eat pizza? Or should we eat hamburgers?”

« BONUS EXAMPLES ¢ + ¢+ e e oo soeoooooessonnsonsoonsssnsssosssossosssosnssonssss .

-(0N)Lt ofL|

39| 2=0|Lt LY E7tR? 3|o| @& &NtQ? OfL|H LHY &7te?

“Shall we have a meeting today or “Shall we have our meeting today or

tomorrow or something?” tomorrow?”
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CHAPTER

118

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
MejgiLich H F282. o7l X F2EilR |
“Excuse me! I'll place my order.” “Excuse me! I'll place my order.”

WHY IS THIS WRONG? I
Al EHLIC} is not a common way to say “excuse me” when you want to get |
someone’s attention, nor is it the most common way to say ‘excuse me” when

moving through a crowd. It can sound a bit too formal and unnatural. |

_— e e o o e o — — — — — — — — ]

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

There are several ways to say “excuse me” in Korean depending on the situation.

A EHL|CH This is a formal sounding expression, and is not commonly used in
restaurants or in public places when moving past someone. It can also be used at

the start of a longer sentence by saying /2| X| 2} (“Excuse me, but--"").

SEDEEINES

“Excuse me, but who is this?” (on the phone)

ZFA|BES  This literally means “for just a little bit,” and you can use it when trying to
make your way through a crowd or past someone. It is a polite expression.

X|LI7H4&LICEH This is a direct phrase that literally means “I'll pass by,” and can

also be used when trying to move through a crowd. It is a formal expression. It can

also be said as X|LI}ZAH|2 (“I'll pass by.”) in informal situations.

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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7|2 or 0§7|2 These phrases literally mean “Over there.” and “Over here.”

respectively, but they’re polite and common ways to say “Excuse me.” when you

want someone’s attention (such as when calling out to a waiter in a restaurant).

In Korea, you don’t need to wait for someone to come to your table at most casual

restaurants. Instead, you can call out to them.

Alternatively, if you know who you're calling out to specifically, you can use their

title. For example, if you know the restaurant’s boss, you can say A& (“Boss!

Excuse me!”) to get their attention.

Unnatural

AELck 25 4H

FHL.

AELich HRE &
2

HOHFEMIR.

2ELiCh oA

oA L.

Natural

0{7|2. 2 EH FML.

0{7|2. HiwE &

HOEMR.

X7|. 0|A

Bojeca|41012.

Meaning

“Excuse me. Could | have
some more water?”

“Excuse me. May | see
the meny, please?”

“Excuse me. You just
dropped this.”
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
H|7t 2tM 2LHE) 7HH 7 2. 7t L7 LLHE) 717 2.

I “It's raining, so bring an umbrella.” “Bring an umbrella because it’s raining.” I

| “Bring an umbrella because it’s raining.” I

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

I The -0}/0{/0§A{ ending only means “because” when showing a cause and effect of I
I something. It cannot be used when telling someone to do something, and sounds I
awkward if used in that way.

S S

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

There are several forms to say “because” in Korean, but each is only used in specific
situations.

Verb Stem + -0}/0{/0{ M

This form is used to show a cause and effect — something happens, and then
something else happens as a result. However, the -0}/0{/03 A{ form cannot be used
when making a command or suggestion. This is because, in those cases, there is no

cause and effect being shown.
2| T[2aHAM HL|(S) OtAI2 ZHXL
2| m|ZatL| 7t AL|(S) OtA ] 7HE O

“Let’s go drink coffee because we're tired.”

To use this form, conjugate a verb like normal to the - form, and attach -A{ (instead

of ). Then finish the rest of the sentence.
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H{ 7} OfitAM B 210f| 2t 2.
“| went to the hospital because my stomach hurt.”

Verb Stem + -(@)L|7}

Instead, this form can be used when making a command. However, it cannot be
used when expressing some sort of emotion (“'m happy because---” or “I'm sorry
because--*"); for those kind of sentences, use the -0}/0{/0§A{ ending.

SA U0 L.
SA et gjeteie. ©
“I'm sorry for coming late.”

To use this form, take a verb stem and attach -2L|7} if it ends in a consonant, or
attach -L|77} if it ends in a vowel. Verb stems ending in 2, H, or & will drop those
letters first. In addition, verb stems ending in & will attach @ before -L|7]} (becoming

L7} after the verb stem).

SX}74E SR 20| Tt

“Let’s go together because | get scared if | go by myself.”

i 2ol

This is the most standard way of saying “because,” and is also formal. However, this

form (like the -(2)L |7} form) cannot be used when making a command.

H|7F 210 Q7| Z0i| R4S 7™ 7HA| 2.
“Bring an umbrella because it is raining.”

. TRACK
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| Oftt i 20| S22 O[AL Z &~ Oftth &-20f| st = O[AL Z = |
R%t012. 290012,

| “I'could move to Korea ‘I could move to Korea I

| because of you, Dad.” thanks to you, Dad.” |

I WHY IS THIS WRONG? I

I Saying “because” using the 20| form implies that someone caused something, I

but not in a good way. It tends to be used with a person to say that someone did
| something negative (bad). Here, since the sentence starts with Ol Il Z0f, it |
sounds like you are going to blame your father for something instead of thanking
I him. However, the next part of the sentence is O|A} ZF 4= 2121012, which would be I
| something considered positive, so the sentence doesn’t sound natural. |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

In English, we can say ‘because of” someone when we want to thank them or owe
some accomplishment to that person. For example, you could say “l won because

of you” when you are thanking someone.

& 20 ®7t 0| .
“| won because of you, brother.”

However, using I 20| to thank someone sounds awkward — even if the sentence’s

meaning is innocent. It will sound like you are blaming someone, so it shouldn’t be
used after a person.
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Instead, to thank a person, use E/'20]| (“thanks to”) in the middle of a sentence, or

EHEO|LC} at the end of a sentence.

H ZT HE0 eh=0{E HiE o AAAL.

“I could learn Korean thanks to my friend.”

Ot Ml 520t

“It's all thanks to you, Teacher.”

: + - BONUS EXAMPLES

B3t EZ01 M Mo Q. . “Thanks to Kyung-hwa, |
Meaning ) .
got it cheap.

Azt W HZ20i| WA Mo L.

“Thanks to Seokjin, |

Meanin
Y appeared on TV.”

“Thanks to TTMIK, my

TTMIK [ 20i| K| .

Meaning . ,
° Korean has improved.
A

© TIMIKE20] H| 8=0{7t 5
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CHAPTER

124

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
CHAl ZEARRILICE ChA] BHH ZEALRELICE.
“Thank you again.” “Thank you again.” I

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

Using C}A| (“again”) shows that you're doing something anew or repeating

something again that you've done before. However, when you're thanking someone I
“again,” you mean to emphasize that you're really thankful, and not that you're

simply saying “thank you” a second time, so this sentence sounds awkward. I

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

CIA| 8HH means “once again” or “for a second time,” and can be used when
repeating some expression for emphasis. Although saying CtA| SHH ZFAFEHL|
C}is correct and means “Thank you again,” it sounds formal and is less common.
Instead, to thank someone for something, there’s usually no need to say “again” —

simply say “thank you” a second time.

Not only can C}A| be incorrectly used, but also can EE be for the same reason. CIA|

and EE both mean “again,” but are used in different situations.

CFA| This means “again,” and is used when you're repeating something (doing
something again) — perhaps in the same way as you've done it before or in an
entirely new way. This means that you're doing something not only again, but anew.
For example, you might need to make a cake again if you messed up the first time

and are going to start from the very beginning— C}A| BHS HO| 2 (“T'll make it

again.”).

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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CHA 23l 2741 2.

“'ll think about it again (from the start).”

EE This means “again,” and is also used when you're repeating something. In
addition, it can also have a slightly negative connotation to it, but this depends on
how it’s being used. For example, you might use EE if your mother asks you to clean

the bathroom again — EE 3lOfF £? (“I have to do it again?”).

A2l0] £ HufSHof.

“The plan failed again.”

LI ED o R?

“Are you watching the drama again?”

Another important difference between CtA| and EE is that EE can also have the
meaning of “additionally,” whereas C}A| cannot. For example, you could say EE Z=A|
R to mean “Please give me more.” But the same sentence with CtA| would sound
like you were saying “Please take this back, and give it to me again,” such as what
an adult might say when scolding a child and asking them to do something again

more politely.

Meaning  ‘Congratulations again.”

Meaning 'l am sorry again.”

Meaning ‘1 apologize again.”

CHA| BHH AtatEgL|Ct.
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CHAPTER

126

(%) THE WRONG WAY
X= 0|= AfEholol2.
K= Aoflojof|lM 2toie.

X e=01E 55t flol.

“’m American. I'm from LA.
I'm studying Korean.”

(©) THE RIGHT WAY

X 0]= AlEojol2.
2oflojoi[M 2to12.
et=01E 3575t 0|2
“'m American. I'm from LA.
I'm studying Korean.”

WHY IS THIS WRONG? I

The Topic Marker, -2/+, does not need to be repeated once the topic has been set.
Starting every sentence with X{+= sounds repetitive and strange, like saying “As for
me, I'm American. As for me, I'm from LA. As for me, I'm studying Korean.” I

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

The topic marker, -2/+=, is often misused or overused due to a misunderstanding of

its usage.

-2/+:To use the topic marker, attach -2 after a consonant, or attach -= after a

vowel.

The topic marker is used just like its name says — to mark the topic of whatever
you're talking about. That means that once the topic is marked (once), there’s no

need to repeatedly mark it again unless the topic is changing.

One way to think of the topic marker is to imagine a sign hanging above your head
at all times. Written on that sign is the current topic of the conversation or the
sentence you're saying. Whenever someone uses the topic marker, replace what’s

written on the sign with the new topic. There’s no need to use another topic marker

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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unless you're changing the topic of the sentence.

Zgre grglofe. 12|n Me.

“Kimbap tastes good (the “topic” sign now says ZI8H). And it (22} is cheap.”

Another way to think of the topic marker is to translate it as “As for---” or “When it
comes to---.” Think of A= as translating to “As for me:--,” and you won’t want to
use it more than is necessary. Using these terms can be useful because they also
show in English that you're changing the topic of what you're talking about.

ot

R 32012 WAlS| ZHEIT QlojR. 3122 HY ok

“As for me, I'm studying Korean hard. I really like Korea!”

fjo

Ol

« BONUS EXAMPLES ¢ « « ¢ e e oo eseeeosscacenssasensscssesasssccsssssccsssascnsss .

Unnatural

Me ML LT
MeE QofE Ho|n XM=
CHep Y LT

Of Pgh= &=l A
217171 2ote. 0| Pet=

ol=ollM= 7171 T L.

Natural

Me ML L
=l

chapaelLict.

0| Gal= gt=10i|M 217(7F
Hote. O|=0f|M = 217|7t
ol e.

Meaning

“I'm Jennifer. 'm 18, and
I'm a college student.”

“This movie is popular
in Korea. They say that
it's not popular in the
States.”

“It is said that chestnuts
are good for the
stomach. They are also
said to be good for the
skin.”
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
XK= dst=miojlol2. K= dskh mojloiL.
I “To me, that movie is fun.” “To me, that movie is fun.” I

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

It's not necessary to change the topic mid-sentence with the topic marker, -2/=. In

” «“

I the example, the topic is already set as | (“l,” “me”), so it would be better to mark I

243} (“movie”) with something else to describe it. Using two topic markers usually
I sounds repetitive and odd. I

S S

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Instead of using the topic marker, -2/+=, more than once in a sentence, Koreans
tend to omit the second marker (mostly done in spoken language) or use the
subject marker instead (mostly done in written language). The subject marker just

marks the subject of a verb, and does not set the topic of a conversation.

XM= 1 Ps RiO|QI0{ 2. (spoken style)
XN= 1 H517) "O|QJ01L2. (written style)

However, there are cases where you can find two topic markers in one sentence, and
that’s when you're comparing two or more things. For example, if you're comparing
two or more movies, you could say M= 1 ¥aF= X 0| L. In this case, the
emphasis of the sentence moves to “_1 Q&}= (= as for that movie)” rather than “X]
= (= to me).” When doing this, put more emphasis on the -= in 1 Q$}= to make it

clear that you're implying “That movie is at least fun to me.”
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Here’s another example:
KNeQEHUCE= AREHE M
M= QB2 HAFEE MO

“I bought a computer online.”

0.
8.

If you were trying to simply say “As for me, | bought a computer online,” then only
the second sentence would sound natural. The first sentence would only sound
natural if you were comparing buying a computer online with other places (such as
offline). In this way, you could use two topic markers to mean something like this: “As

for online, | bought a computer, and as for offline, | bought some clothes.”

e oo BONUS EXAMPLES « ¢ « e o e oot en e e eneeneeteateenteantaeaneaneeaneanneanaannans

Unnatural

O 7te= e=0llM=
21717} gith 2.

* It can sound natural if you
are comparing Korea with
another country.

AbHS wof ofi= 242 of

Zrie.

* It can sound natural if you

are comparing eating at night

with eating at another time.

Natural

0] 7} 3120]A 2177}
glche.

Of 7k et=0il M= 21717t
AR,

0| 7k==7t st=0ll M=
21717t it L.

Afbs ghofl 3= Zdof et

Meaning

“I heard that this singer
is not popular in Korea.”

“They say that eating
apples at night is not
good.”
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CHAPTER

130

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
X=e=0E SFE 5t 2ol K= et=0|E 355t Aol
“| want to study Korean.” “l want to study Korean.” I

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

Grammatically, the object marker, -2/&, is used to mark the object of an action

verb — what that verb is doing something to. The object marker can also optionally I
be used between Sino-Korean verbs that use S}C}. However, using both so close
together can sound repetitive and, therefore, unnatural.

-

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

There are many action verbs that end in -G}C}, and Koreans often attach the object
marker, -S/E, between them. For example, Koreans will often use 25 s}C}

instead of 223}t and AAE S}C} instead of & ASIC} especially when spoken.

However, if a sentence already contains an object (with the object marker attached

to it), it's better not to repeat the object marker again to sound more natural.

Ex)
I.

T
(¢]

3}

i

L.
[N Q)

he room.”

(=)
=
2
=

o i
30 Kl
>

0 oz
s
2

0L o

1

| am cleaning u

o
—

In fact, you can also omit the first object marker here, and instead, attach it between
the action verb (before -G}LC}).
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e 512012 ZRE 511 Ao
XMe ot=0{E SRSt H0R.©
XM= 320 ZRE 511 Ao . O
HS HAES 5110 QO R.

W 25t 02O
HFHAE 51D Q012. O

Meaning ‘Do you love him/her?”

Meaning ‘| forgave my friend.”

“I remembered Jooyeon's
name.”

Meaning

e e o 00
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132

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

X ol|A| sl FML. Xoj|lA = sl FHIL.

“Please tell me too.” X ste|| = sl =M. I
“Please tell me t00.” I

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

Certain particles can only combine in specific ways, such as -0{| 4| and -&=. — these

can only combine to form -0f| | I£.. While every particle works differently, some have I
strict rules, and breaking those rules can make the whole sentence sound unnatural.
This sentence would therefore translate like, “Please tell too to me.”

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Each Korean particle has its own rules for how to use it, and also how it can be
combined with other particles. Some can replace others entirely, or prefer to come
before or after others. Here are some of the most common combinations for the
topic marker, -2/+=, subject marker, -0|/7}, object marker, -S/5, as well as the
particles -, -2 and -0j| A|.

-2/+=+-0|/7}: These cannot be combined. Choose only one or the other. Unless
you need to emphasize the subject of a verb (such as when answering a question

about “who” did something), use £/+= instead.

X7t
|7t or K=

nl ”

-2/+= +-I£: These cannot be combined. Instead, use only .

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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P, ;\_ SR
XNk
NEE
HE©
“l also*-”

-2/= +-0f|A|: This becomes -0{|7{|=. Also, -StE| will become -SHE{|=.

K=ol A
XoflAlE ©

“Tome”

-0|/7} + -E£: These cannot be combined. Instead, use only .

LH7t=
LI=7}
L= ©

“l also-*”

-2/& + - These cannot be combined. Instead, use only .

AL
mA L)

“That (thing) too-**”

-2/Z + -0k This becomes -2t (more formal) or -2+ (more casual).

“ onIy like that person.”

133
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CHAPTER

134

(X) THE WRONG WAY

of aztict Siglol2

71 SklCt $Hoi e

X Eoll & 77t Hie?

“Wow! It tastes better than | thought.

Who said it doesn't taste good?
Can | take some home?”

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

(©) THE RIGHT WAY
oh Wzt sl 2!
=7} Skgickn o e

X Hol & 77t E|Le?

oh S RLt =02

71 Skgict 3o

M Bl & 77t =l &2

“Wow! It tastes better than | thought!

Who said it doesn’t taste good?
Can | take some home, right?”

These sentences are grammatically correct, but none of them really show any
emotion because they are using the basic sentence endings only. These sentences
would translate correctly in English, but in Korean, would sound boring and flat.

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

In English, we can add intonation or extra words to our sentences in order to show

our emotions. In Korean, you can add these sort of emotions to your sentence by

simply changing the verb ending.

To use all of these verb endings, attach them directly to a verb stem.

-H|(2) or -(2/%) O|(2)? These endings add a feeling of surprise to your

sentence.

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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Ex)
H|7t Ob= AI2HO| OFR & QlH|L. or M7t Ob= AIEHO| OFR E Gl=HIR7

“Wow, there’s nobody who I know.”

=0/ YL HAUUL. or SO| HH HU=HR?

“Wow, you two really look alike.”

-LH(2)? This ending makes a question sound softer. Therefore, it’s often used

when asking for something.

MEZ = LtR?

“Canlgotoo?

0{7| %M E|LtR?

“Should | sit down here?”

-X|(2)? This ending shows that you want the other person to confirm what you're

saying. Therefore, it can translate to “isn’t it?” or “right?” or even “huh?” or “eh?”

R7t BHSSt0l2. HRHZ?

‘I made it. | did a good job, huh?”

O] ZE 0L E[&?

“| can wear this coat, right?”

Expressive Meaning

MZHECH T 25H Q! “Wow, it's cleaner than |

thought!”







o<

DIAGNOSE WHAT'S WRONG WITH THIS SENTENGE.

2 2 St o0,

) See Chapter 66
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| dst XM= HelM S MY Eotsi2. sk M= HEME MY EoteliL. |
“| like purple the most.” “l like purple the most.”

| Ze: o Astue 2apg xY Z2:0L dst M= HEMM S MY |

| ZotaliL. E0tst=at |
“Ah, you like purple the most.” “Ah, | see you like purple the most.”

I WHY IS THIS WRONG? I

| If you were to reply with 48} M= HE}ME X £0}51L2, it would sound like |
you're simply repeating a piece of information — “You like purple the most.” One

| way toavoid this would be to ask it as a question: Of, 3} M= HEfMS MY E I

O}sl 22 (“Ah, do you like purple the most?”). However, just repeating information
I back to someone shows no extra emotion, and the listener might wonder why you
| are stating something that is obvious. Instead, it would sound much more natural
to add some emotion to show the listener that you've only just realized they like the
| color purple most, and are repeating it for that reason. |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

-(E=)2 This ending adds a feeling of realizing something to your sentence. For
example, if you've just noticed that someone already left, you might want to say “Oh!”
or “So...” or another similar expression to show that you've just realized that fact. To
use this ending, attach it directly to the verb stem. Note that action verb stems in the
present tense will use -=; and action verb stems ending in 2 will remove the 2
before adding -=2 2. For other tenses (such as the past tense), simply attach
-+ Q to the verb stem for both descriptive verbs and action verbs.
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X L7tea

“Oh, he’s leaving now.”

EETNELS]

“So you're an American!”

dxIE Eotst== 8.

“Oh, he likes kimchi.”

O|0| LI 2.

AA L

“Oh, he already left.”

‘ TRACK
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Note that -(&=)7EL} is another version of -(=)z 2 that has the same meaning, but

can only be used in casual speech. When used with action verbs in the present

tense, attach

adding -=L}.

E
ARt SoaH=ALL

“Wow, he really likes kimchi.”

« BONUSEXAMPLES « ¢ e e e coccooeccccoccccsnccnacnns

When you have just realized:

Oft off X} M= 717k =20l ,
Meaning

7b1k2 2ol At

© OHOX| M=

Meaning

-=LL}; action verb stems ending in 2 will remove the 2 before

“(To Yeji) Oh, you live
close!”

“(To Jooyeon) | see you
don't like flour-based
foods!”
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
AR ALBE) s 40| ARE AHLS) 5t 2loje?
I “Do you want to play computer games?” “Do you want to play computer games?” I

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

&L} means “to play,” but it’s not the correct verb to use when you are playing

I something. Instead, &L} means “to play” as in “to play with others” or “to hang out I
with others.” This sentence would, therefore, sound like “Do you want to hang out a

I computer game?’ I

S S
NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

There are various words for “to play” depending on what you are playing. Here are

the most common and useful ones:

SICE This means “to do,” and it can be used whenever you're playing a game or an
activity.

O AYS ot AlZE S 0.

—

“| played this game for one hour.”

74Ct This means “to bow,” and it can be used whenever you're playing a bow

instrument — such as a violin.

F7tHOISEIE B AR

“My friend plays the violin well.”
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Z|CF This means “to hit,” and it can be used whenever you're playing a string
instrument — such as a guitar or a piano (which has strings on the inside). Note that

string instruments played with a bow will still use 7{C}.

mjot=E & E OfMIR?

“Do you know how to play the piano?”

EL} This means “to blow,” and it can be used whenever you're playing any
instrument that can be blown into — such as the clarinet, the flute, or the trumpet.

This includes both wind instruments and brass instruments.

Me Lol ml2|E 2L

“| played a pipe next to a snake.”

91Z=5ICtH This means “to play,” and it can be used with any instrument. However,
this verb sounds a little bit formal (almost like saying “to perform”), so it’s best to

use one of the other verbs instead if you're able to.

H7ST} 87 7|E GIEE Fol2.

“| played the guitar together with friends.”

. “I play soccer ever
Meaning play y

Sunday.”
© : y

“I don’t know how to play

Meaning . ,
the piano.
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| HaL ZYe= 7t Hoje. M4k ZRCE I Hofslie.
“Chul-soo also wants to go to the park.” “Chul-soo also wants to go to the park.”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| Using 7}11 41012 about another person — a third person —is unnatural and |
grammatically incorrect. This is because using this form means that you're 100%

| sure what someone wants, and in Korean, that’s not possible to know. |

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

In English, there are three ways to speak about something — using the first person,
the second person, and the third person. These terms sound more complicated than
they are. The first person means that you're talking about yourself; you can say ‘|
want to go.” The second person means that you're talking about the person you're
talking about; “You want to go.” The third person means that you're talking about
someone else — not yourself or the person you're talking with. In this case, you can

say “He/she wants to go” or “Billy wants to go.”

In English, it's okay to use the same grammar (“to want to go”) with all three cases.
In Korean, whenever you're talking directly about another person’s emotions or
desires (wants), you'll need to use a different form when speaking using the third
person. This is because it's assumed that you can’t know for certain what a third

person feels or wants.

i 474 I 402 O

“l want to eat pork belly.”
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L A4 81 40§12 ©) (casual)
“Do you want to eat pork belly?”

D AfRRS A BT AojR.

“That person wants to eat pork belly.”

Normally, a person’s emotions and desires can be described using descriptive verbs,
but you'll need to change that descriptive verb into an action verb to use it correctly

in the third person.
Descriptive Verb Stem + -0}/0{/0{S}C}

To use this form, take a descriptive verb (another person’s emotions or desires), and

conjugate it to the & form, removing the 2. Then attach S}C} and conjugate it.

Ch— &Tfsict
Ch— a2|9sict
7|BuC}— 7| b 5C}

7EX| 2 4lCh = Z1X| 1 A ofstet

|4

o e

Ne delQ. i M ZE 2.
ez s ME 7t Hofsie. ©
“| want to go. Hyunwoo wants to go too.”

Al

kJ

OrO|3 M & Bt= 2418 3O
00| 3 M| 312 S412 2ol
“Mike also wants to try Korean food.”

kd

12 12
s HZ H-

104
10§

2 o

2O

There is an exception to this. If you are 100% certain about a third person’s
emotions or desires, then it’s fine to not use this form. This could happen if you're

the writer of a book who's describing your characters.

. TRACK
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144

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
£IZX| oM. SI{3}X| DpMI2.
“Don’t be sad.” “Don’t be sad.” |

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

&L} means “to be sad,” so it's understandable that someone might try to say

‘Don’t be sad” by using the -X] OIN| 2 ending (‘Please don’t:-”). However, this I
ending is only for action verbs, and this is not a natural way to tell someone not to

be a descriptive verb.

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

I's grammatically incorrect to command someone using a descriptive verb. For
example, it would be incorrect to say “Don’t be afraid” by simply using the descriptive
verb 2MLC} (“to be scared”) as 241 X| OFM| 2. In order to change a descriptive verb
into a command — such as “do” or “don’t” — you first need to change into an action

verb.

Descriptive Verb Stem + -0}/0{/0{3|C}
Just as we learned before, to change a descriptive verb to an action verb, first

conjugate it to the & form (minus the ), and then attach S}LC}.

FMISHK 0N 2.

“Don’t be afraid.”

This form can create simple commands — “do” and “don’t” — but it’s limited in how

it will be used in natural Korean.

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make



Adverb + ZX| 2L}
To tell someone “not” to act or behave, take an adverb and attach =X| 2L}, then

conjugate it (such as to 2X| OtM|R). 2Lt means “to act” or “to behave.”

Z22otA 2X| OtM| 2.
“Don’t be rude.”

ZEA 2% 0.

“Don’t be mean.”

O|&5HAH =X DHMIR.

“Don’t be weird.”

There are a few exceptions. The verbs 3§ =3|C} (“to be happy”), Z1Z35C} (“to be
healthy”), and OFZL} (“to be sick”) are often used directly as commands, so much

that they’re considered to be correct phrases.

LA 2!

“Be healthy!”

OfZX| OMM| !

“Don’t be sick!”

=+« BONUSEXAMPLES = =« + e v covvennecsenncieccssnnnnecencsnnconnccnccnncones .

nl:[CIV]=F

Meaning  ‘Be thankful for it.”

© DolgstHe.
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
= HF ML FH0 2! HE O e Tl
I “Today’s so hot. It's 95!” “Today’s so hot. It's 35 degrees!” I

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

Korean temperature is said using Celsius. In addition, temperature is counted with a

I counter — just like everything else is counted. This sentence would sound like you're I
saying, “It's 95 degrees Celsius (all life is dead)” or randomly shouting the number

I “95” for no reason. I

S S

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

If you want to be specific when telling someone the weather, you can use a counter.

Korean temperature is counted with the counter &=

= This counter means “degrees,” and is used together with Sino-Korean numbers.

o|A =
“20 degrees”

A
“zero degrees’

Sf M2 2 A =L T

“The body’s temperature is 37 degrees at the moment.”

If you want to specify “below” or “above,” use 0|5} (‘below”) and O| A+ (“above”).
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RET 7|20| AHY £ o4 Holl2.
“Today’s temperature will also be above 40 degrees.”

In addition, Korea uses Celsius (not Fahrenheit like the United States). If you're not
familiar with Celsius, searching online when converting the exact temperature is

recommended. For a quick reference, you can remember this rhyme:

Thirty's hot and twenty's nice.

Ten is cold and zeros ice.

To ask the temperature (in degrees), use & before . This literally means “how

many degrees.”

52 R E0Q?
“How many degrees is it today?”

“What’s the temperature today?”

Meaning Today the high is 36

degrees.”
© : g

“Apparently, it's -7

Meanin
Y degrees today.”

“It's said that the
Meaning  temperature will drop to
-10 degrees tomorrow.”
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| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| X 2 g set 3R XM= M g set353ol. |
‘| studied for three months.” “| studied for three months.”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| £} (“month”) is a counter only used with pure Korean numbers. While & £ would |
make sense to someone who is listening intently, it sounds awkward and incorrect

| because it’s using the wrong number system. |

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Previously, we learned about how to count days using Sino-Korean numbers and
2! and how to count years with 3. Counters are a frequently misused concept in
Korean due to how many there are and how some of them can seem similar to

others. There are three counters you need to know when counting months:

£l This counter can be used to count “months,” and is used together with pure
Korean numbers.

— CF
T 2

“two months”

O &

“six months”

7HE This counter can also be used to count “months,” but is used together with

Sino-Korean numbers.

S e
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”

“six months

O MaH7HE
“23 months”

Feel free to use either = or 7HE!, but remember to use the correct number system

with each.

o
—tde
ot
bl

ful
e = o
2

lo
YN M on
on ofn M ro
o o om
29®
Q@ Q3 o
oo S
"@EP

ok o
3 %32 2

n
e

o
—
D

“I traveled for five months”
To simply say what month it is, use the counter & (“month”) together with Sino-
Korean numbers. Here are all 12 months of the year. Note the unique spellings (and

pronunciation) for the months of June and October:

212! January
0| 2! February

At2l March

12l September
A2 October
AlelLd November

4A10|2 December
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| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| 5 AIZk ekl 2Xp T AlZh =0 2Xp |
“See you in two hours!” “See you in two hours!”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| Ol means “inside,” but has a different meaning when used together with time. In this |
sentence, it sounds like you intend to see the other person before two hours has
| elapsed — not after. |

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Ot (“inside”) is normally used to show that something is physically inside of
something. For example, your car keys might be inside of a box.

Xt 7|7t &K et AN L.
“The car keys are in the box.”

Ok0|| In English, we can say “in” with an amount of time to mean “after” that amount
of time has elapsed. In Korean, it works differently. When used with time, 2F means
“‘within” — before an amount of time has elapsed. Saying 2A|Zt 9t0f| means “in less
than two hours” and not “after.”

“I'll do it within three days.”

0| This means “ago” or “before.” It is useful when you want to emphasize that
something happens before a specified time.
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SF AlZHHof| 2Hto .

“I met him an hour ago.”
0| This means “after,” and is a better way to translate “in” when referring to time.

2 M= 302 50| 8 21 Zote.

“I think Hyunwoo will come in 30 minutes.”

-7ItX] This means either “until” or “by,” depending on the context. If you wanted to
say that something should happen before, but no later than another time, you could
use this. For example, if you're working on a project and the deadline is next week,

then you have until next week to finish it (or it must be finished by next week).

CHS F7HX| Cf ZLHOf =1L

“I have to finish it all by next week.”

« BONUSEXAMPLES o « e c o e ooovecesasssoessssssssssssssssssoccscccccscassssss .
M| AlZE ot EN|L. Ml AlZHZ0f| EMIL.
“Please eat it within three hours.” “Please eat it in three hours.”

gt A|Zk otof| Li7tofF Ef 2. St AlZt 20f| LEZIoF =i 2.
“I have to go out within an hour.” “| have to go out in an hour.”

3 otof| =2Fet Ao 2. 3Y =0 =2 AHoj2.
“It will arrive within three days.” “It will arrive in three days.”
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(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
X{= O0jo|39| 2ifsHE| 20{%0]L. X = 0fo|32| &iste| S0{%tolL.
“| asked Mike’s older brother.” “| asked Mike’s older brother.” I

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

Family terms, such as @Hl} (“older brother”), are unique depending on who’s using
them and whom they’re in reference to. In the example, saying @8} to mean “older I
brother” would be incorrect even if you are a female because M} is being used in
reference to Mike. This sentence would sound like Mike is a female instead. I

_— e e e e — — — — — — — — — — ]
NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

There are two ways to use family terms, such as 2Hl}, 9L |, &, and SL}.

When talking about yourself — your @4}, 1L |, &, and =L} — you only need to
choose the correct term depending on your gender.

Males use the terms & (“older brother”) and Y=Lt (“older sister”). Females use the
terms 48} (“older brother”) and @1L| (“older sister”).

Here’s where it gets a bit more complicated. When talking about someone else, you
need to choose the correct term depending on that person’s gender — regardless
of your own gender. This means you should refer to a female friend’s “older brother”
as QU and her “older sister” as ?1L|. You should also refer to a male friend’s “older
brother” as & and his “older sister” as 5L}.

Note that this only applies when talking about that other person with the male or
female friend, and not when directly talking to the family member. For example, if

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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you're a male, then you still should use & when talking to a female friend’s “older
brother,” but you should call that “older brother” 2Hl} when mentioning him to that
female friend (if you met him and called him M}, it would sound like you were

imitating a female).

(Boy to Girl)
S| S0{%H01?
QS| 2018012 ©

“Did you ask your older brother?”

(Girl to Boy)
L= H sl e?
=@

“What does your older sister do?”

Note that both males and females can use S (“younger sibling”), =HS4H (‘younger

male sibling”), or 0= A (“younger female sibling”).

« BONUSEXAMPLES  « » e e e e e oeeeeecccccccssonoacncoacsssssonnnnnnnsannscccsoes .

YOl =oF0Q? “(Boy to Girl) “Did your

©) T =AFL?

Meaning )
older brother help you?

“(Girl to Boy) “Have you
Meaning  been there with your older
sister?”

“(Boy to Girl) “You really

Meanin
2 look like your older sister.”

QL2 BHO| HAUL.
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| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| XK= ddEe 21702 K= MdEstn FleiQ. |
“I'm friends with the teacher.” “I'm friends with the teacher.”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

I The word I8 isn’t thrown around as easily in Korean as it is in English. Although I
you can be friends with anyone, £l31 isn’t used with people who are much older

| than you. Calling a teacher ZI51 could sound a bit insulting. |

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

The word I3 (“friend”) is used with people who are both close to you (just like
“friend” in English), but only with people who are also the same Korean age as you.
This is related to Korean culture, where a person’s age can determine the way that
you speak to them, and people typically spend their free time around others who are

a similar age as them.

Therefore, for someone you are close with who's much older than you, it would be
preferable to simply say that they’re someone close to or friendly with you than to
call them £I3L. This depends on a case by case basis, but it’s better to be careful

than impolite.

M= AFRtE st RISHQ.

“I'm close with the boss.”

Alternatively, you can also refer to someone who is close with you using 18} before
their title, which literally means “close.”
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“close teacher”

Or you can use £I5}A| X|L|= before their title (like an adjective), which literally
means ‘“whom I'm close with.”

ZI5HA Xui= HdE

“teacher whom I'm close with”

If you are even closer with them, you can also use kinship terms such as 2Ht}, 1L,
3, and &L} In this case, it's not necessary for them to be directly related to you or
in your family.

FI5H oL

“female friend whom is older than me”

EI Lt

“female friend whom is older than me”

These days, as more Koreans are being affected by western culture, there are some
people who will refer to each other using %I even though they are not the same
age. However, this is still less common, and most Koreans will tend to use different
expressions in these cases, such as 12X & X|LHC} (literally, “to get along together
like friends”).

3| 2T AL,

“We get along together like friends.”
If you were to say this, it wouldn’t only mean that you were close with someone, but

also that the older friend has allowed the younger friend to speak with them using

casual language in order to be more comfortable.

133
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| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
| EE dsgle S, MRzl 2
“Chief, do you want to take a walk?” “Chief, do you want to take a walk?”
|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I
| The -(©)22 2 ending means “want to,” and is an informal grammar form (even |
though it ends with -Q), which can translate as “wanna.” This can sound too casual
| (and therefore impolite) when speaking with an older person at a formal setting. |

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

There are several ways to make suggestions in Korean, depending on the amount of
politeness and the meaning of the sentence. In English, we can make suggestions
by asking someone if they want to do something (‘Do you want to--") or by asking

with “shall” (“Shall we---"). Here are those two forms in Korean:

Action Verb Stem + -(2)2212?

This is a direct way to ask someone if they want to (or “wanna”) do something.
However, speaking directly in Korean, especially to someone older, can also be seen

as impolite.

To use this form, take an action verb stem and attach -S2[i if it ends in a

consonant, or attach -22| 2 if it ends in a vowel.

30| 20| B e L7

“Do you want to study Korean together?”
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Yt B ZEfe?
“Do you want to see a movie?”
In order to make it sound politer, you need to attach the honorific suffix -A|- to -(2)

22} 2? and say -(2)AI2| 27 unless the older person you are suggesting is one of
your close acquaintances whom you can call QHt}/Q1L|/&/5L}.

Action Verb Stem + -(2)z27}Q?
In English, “Shall we:**” isn’t such a commonly used way of making a suggestion,

but it is in Korean. In fact, using “Shall we” instead of “Want to” is a more polite way

of making a suggestion (such as when suggesting something to someone older or

someone who isn’t a close friend or acquaintance).
To use this form, take an action verb stem and attach -7/} if it ends in a

consonant, or attach -27/} 2 if it ends in a vowel.

0|7 = 7§ A2
“Shall we buy two of these?”

2 ERETIR?
re cold, should we close the window?”
XEE 8192

=
“Shall we do it starting from me?”

“Shall I go first?”

Meaning

Appropriate/Polite
“Do you want to use

se BONUS EXAMPLES
mine?”

Inappropriate/Impolite
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| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| K= dXIE E= ok ForsH|. K= XIS g2 et Fotsh=H|.. |
‘I don’t like kimchi much.” “| don’t like kimchi much.”

| |

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| When using the | form (in this case, £0}gtH]), the type of verb —action or |

descriptive — affects the conjugation. When conjugated incorrectly, it will sound
| unnatural. |

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

The G| form is useful for these two purposes: to contrast two sentences and to
explain something. This lesson won’t cover how to use the G| form in detail, but only
how it’s often misused.

Contrast: X|= ZX|E oF Z0st=0| PtE = UM L.

“I don’t like kimchi, but | can make it.”

Explaining: ZIX|Z QF Z0}5t=0|-
*) I don’t

“(So you see*- t like kimchi.”

The G| form conjugates slightly differently depending on whether the verb it’s
attached to is an action verb or a descriptive verb.

Action Verb Stem + -=0|
For action verbs in the present tense, take the verb stem and attach -=[|.
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sttt
2{Ct- 2

Fosict~ Eotstem|

Descriptive Verb Stem + -(2) L[|

For descriptive verbs in the present tense, take the verb stem and attach -20| if it
ends in a consonant, or attach - 0| if it ends in a vowel. Verb stems endingin 2, H,
or & will drop those letters first. In addition, verb stems ending in & will attach &

before L 0| (becoming &L| after the verb stem).
Sict- e
2Ct - i
FCt- z2g

One exception is the descriptive verb Q!LC}, which becomes Q!*=E]| (and not Y/ 20|).

For both action verbs and descriptive verbs in the past tense, conjugate the verb and

attach -=0| to the conjugated stem.

7tct

Past: {Tt — 4=

BCt

Past: {RICt — =0

When using the future tense ending -(2) 2 Zd0|LC}, conjugate the verb and attach
-LO| to become -(2) = ZdQIL|, which can be further shortened to -(2)2 710.

7tct

Future: ZH Z40|Ct— 2 ZdQIG| or 2 |

Bt

Future: |2 Z0|Ct = H 2 QM| or L2 74|

“ TRACK
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| TA|RE] 2A]0f 7{7] )12 7{0]|2. TA|R2E] 2A|77HX] 7| S 7o, |
“I'll be there from one o'clock to two “I'll be there from one o’clock to two

I o’clock.” o’clock.” I

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

Using -0| after 2A] means “at two o’clock,” and not “to (until) two o’clock.” This
I sentence would sound like saying, “From one o’clock, at two o’clock I'll be there.” I
| This sentence would sound vague and could be confusing. |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

To say “to” and “from” a time or date, use -FE{ (“from”) and -77tX| (“by,” “until”). Note

the order that these words go in — “from” comes before “to.”

LHHX| L =2E LE HolL.
QLERE LIENK| Y& Hole. ©
“I'll work from today to tomorrow.”

O{X| MAIEE] At 3A|7HX| E2IOLE #H0{ Q.

“l watched dramas from lunchtime yesterday until three in the morning.”

K2 E] SATK| Bt

“I'm busy from now until five o’clock.”

P2l 6ALE| 10K B 4+ /0{2.

“We can meet from the sixth to the tenth.”
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XNE SERE TEMA AlZE AN L.

“I have time from May until July.”

Note that it's not necessary to use both -£E{ and -77}X| in every sentence. Feel free

to use only one, or both, depending on the meaning you want to convey.

LHEDEX] SH=0l|l M & A0 2.
“I will live in Korea until next year.”

22U AlSfEH0IS.

“| started from Friday.”

piizartng We are open from Monday

© to Friday.”
= =

“I will be in Korea from

Meanin
Y January until March.”

“Our lunchtime is from

Meaning ,
twelve to one.

‘ TRACK
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162

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

H ol MES Fol. H ZlFolH| MES Fole.

“| gave a present to my friend.” H| zl15te| MES F0|2. |
“| gave a present to my friend.” |

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

-0f| means “to,” but not when used with a person. This sentence would sound

unnatural, since people need to be used with -0§|7{| instead. In addition, the particle I
9| also sounds like 0f] when spoken, so this sentence could be misunderstood to
mean “| gave my friend’s present (to someone).” I

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

To say “to” and “from” a person (or animal), use -0{| 7| (“t0”) or -O{| H|A{ (“from”). The
M in -0l 4| A{ is actually optional, so -0{| 4| can be used for both “to” and “from” — the

context of the sentence will make it clear which one you mean.

Xol[A =ML
“Please give it to me.”

Aot of|A HXIE 2HAN L.
Bt Nof|IAIM BXIE LAAL

“l got a letter from Kyung-hwa.”

-SHE]| (“to”) and -SHE{|A{ (“from”), which are used in the same way, are more

colloquial forms.

FI 78t 1 Aloje.

“| want to give it to my friend.”

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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When speaking about someone using honorific speech, use -7H| (“to,” “from”)

instead.

MY A L.

“| got it from the teacher.”

It's also common for Korean learners to misuse -0f|7{|/StE]| for locations.

x| 2ot

El B K
ol
&
N
[
H> HZ
>
50
ie]

0]

| 7t A1X| gkote. ©
't want to go to school.”

o
o
S

Meaning ‘1 will give it to Jooyeon.”

“l told a lie to my younger

Meanin
- brother/sister.”

Hotol EXF 2401 L.

oAnfol| A Xt HLHO{Q Meaning ‘I sent a text to my mom.”

L.

HOrEHE| 2XF ERH0L.
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| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| £ E HslEioa. Elste| HslEioi. |
“| called my friend.” “| called my friend.”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| In Korean, you can call to someone, but you can’t simply call someone using the |

object marker, -2/&. This is because Korean requires you to specify who you're
| calling by adding the word “to.” |

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Any Korean verb that shows communication (such as calling, telling, or asking)
needs to show the person who's receiving that communication with “to.” You can
use either -0{|A|, -StE{|, or -7H| depending on the level of politeness you want to use.
Simply using the object marker, -2/&, would be vague. In Korean, you don’t simply
“tell someone,” “ask someone,” or “call someone;” instead, you “tell to someone,” “ask

to someone,” or “call to someone.”

Xt 2ol FHL.

“Please tell it to me.”

OfX| Azl mSHe]| MSIEHO 2.
“Yesterday, | called (to) Seok-jin.”

FeHE 2R
“Who did you ask (t0)?”
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OfH| LM M3t ERIOR.
‘| called (to) my grandmother yesterday.”

CHE ALZHSHE| H| 2SS 0|0F7|oHK| OMM|R.

“Please don't tell the password to other people.”

Meaning = ‘Ask Yeji.”

©

Meaning ‘Tl tell my dad.”

Meaning  “Call Hyunwoo tomorrow.”

. TRACK
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166

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
15 HojA OF} & 4 giol2. {5 Z0{Af O ot oj2.
“| cant see it yet because it’s too far.” ‘| can’t see it yet because it’s too far.” I

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

This sentence is grammatically correct, but it sounds unnatural. While & 4= Q!

C} (“to be able to see”) makes sense, it’s not always the most natural way to say I
that something can’t be seen. There’s a shorter and more natural way to say that
something isn’t visible. I

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

The passive verbs for HLC} (“to see”) and =L} (“to hear”) are EO|LC} (“to be seen”)
and S2|C} (“to be heard”). Passive verbs don’'t use an object, so when using these
verbs, remember to mark the word they're referring to (such as using the Subject
Marker or others). An even simpler way to translate these words is “to be visible”
and “to be audible.” 20|C} and S2|C} can also be used instead of & 4= /Lt (“to
be able to see”) and E& 4= UL} (“to be able to hear”). They're shorter, have the

same general meaning, and are more commonly used.

ME oIzl 2 4= 10{2. (less natural)

“l can’t see the island still.”
AMO| Of=! oF H0{ L. (more natural)

“The island isn’t visible yet.”

‘| can’t see the island still.”

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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The difference between using 2 4~ QJC} or E2 4= QIC} and EO|C} or E2|Ctis
this: using 2 &= QICt and 2 4= UL} emphasizes that you are able (or unable) to
do something, while using the passive verbs EHO|C} and S2|Ct emphasizes that
the subject itself is what's visible and audible (or not). You might want to use E0|
Ctand S2|C} instead of & 4= QICt and 5= 2= QILC}if you don’t want someone to
think the reason you can’t see or hear something is due to your inability to see or
hear. In this way, using 2 0|C} and S2|C} can emphasize that it’s not due to your
bad vision or hearing.

Ol = += A0 L.

“Now | can see (but | couldn’t see or wasn’t looking before).”

O|X| E0{R.

“Now | can see (because it’s visible).”

H, 222 & 52 + 0.

“Yes, I'm able to hear the sound well.”

4|, A2|7H & SH K.

“Yes, | can hear the sound well (because it’s audible).”

M7 M d & A0
7| XM EHR?©)
“Can you see that island over there?

2| 2 = UL HE S2 = U= 7 OfL&?
| E2ILt? Mot S2l= 7 oL E? ©
ou hear the music? It’s not only me, right?”

S
o))
]

<

< BONUS EXAMPLES « « « « o « e 0o e oo eooecoaoeocesasacesessessesnsesscsnssncoss .

Unnatural Natural Meaning

=\ N E =N o] YU RPN ZM| 7} 2 ZHofA o “The text is so small that
2oL, HoiQ. | can’t see it.”
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168

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
HHZt sHsto12. £0| ot E0l2.
“‘My stomach is upset.” “‘My stomach is upset.” I

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

Body parts (such as your stomach) don’t have their own emotions. They can cause
pain, be uncomfortable, or make sounds, but they don’t have existential crises or get I
jealous. This sentence would sound like your stomach is actually upset at someone. I

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

SF7}F LIC} or SHLICH means “upset” or “angry,” but is used to describe emotions.
Body parts (as well as inanimate objects) in Korean don’t have emotions, so if you
want to say that your stomach is “upset,” you'll need to use a different word. You
can express this instead by saying that your stomach “hurts,” does not feel well, that

you're not digesting things well, among other phrases.

Hi 7} 2Ht 01 2.
HHZ}ofIte. &)

“‘My stomach hurts (is upset).”

Also, Koreans tend to specify different symptoms by using different expressions.
For example, if you feel nauseous, you can say 0| @t ZLC} (“one’s insides are not
well”). Or if you have an upset stomach that causes you to continually run to the
bathroom, you can say H{EFO| LIC} (“to have an upset stomach”). Lastly, if you have

indigestion you can say 23}7} Ot E|C} (“digestion doesn’t work”).

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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£0| oF E0t
My stomach (inside) isn’t well
HHEH(O]) 501 .

| have an upset stomach.”
2SI QRN

The food isn’t sitting well (digesting)

« BONUS EXAMPLES « « « e e o oo oo eoooocosecococccssaasscsoasscsonsscsonassssssos
25} M BT SR,
© Fstwrts

. | heard that Kyung-hwa

Meaning )
20| ot ZCfQ has an upset stomach
B 7} SHobA] A

O

e ’My s.tomach,:s upset, so
ObA = I'll skip lunch.
O1X| &1 B2t 5f

Lo1Q.
OfH|FE £0] 2

. My stomach has been
Meaning
ot Z0te.

upset since yesterday.”
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(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
Y|, ChA] 2ret = 2l012. 4|, 1 2| stot. |
“Yeah, you can say that again.” “Yeah, you can say that again.”

WHY IS THIS WRONG? I
When you want to say something in Korean, such as an expression or idiom, focus I

on translating the overall meaning of the phrase and not its literal meaning. There

will rarely be an expression or idiom that can be literally translated in Korean and

still make sense. Saying this sentence would literally be telling the other person that |
they’re capable of repeating what they said, not that you agree with what they've

said.

_— e e o o e o — — — — — — — — ]

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Never literally translate from English (or any language) to Korean. Instead, focus on
the heart of what you want to say — the underlying overall meaning. Translating the
overall meaning will more often give you an accurate translation of any expression
that you want to say. In addition, translating an overall meaning will be much simpler
than trying to translate the literal meaning of something. Use literal translations
when searching for words in the dictionary, and focus on more natural translations

when speaking and writing in Korean.

In the example, the heart of the expression “You can say that again.” is that you're
wholeheartedly agreeing with the other person. To translate it naturally, focus on
that aspect of agreeing with them. If you do that, you can have several options, such
as 2Ot (“That's right.”), A2 212 (“It really is.”), among many others.

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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1ekolet7H7E LE| 1 /Lo e!
H|7} 23 aro] 21 Lol ©)
“It's raining cats and dogs!”

The heart of the expression ‘raining cats and dogs” is that it's pouring rain — so
much that it's astonishing. When trying to translate this phrase, focus on trying to

translate that it's raining a lot, not on what specific animals are falling from the sky.

Sl ESS R Red

RO
“Good night! Don’t let the bedbugs bite!”

The heart of the expression “Don’t let the bedbugs bite!” is that you're wishing the
other person a good night’s sleep. Therefore, you should create a natural translation
by simply telling them to sleep well.

AlZHo| Hotg.
AlZto] 2 7t. ©
“Time flies.”

The heart of the expression “Time flies.” is that time goes by in an instant when
you're having fun. Focus on time going quickly, not on it literally flying. There could
be many ways in Korean to say that time goes by quickly, and any of them should at

least make sense.

Meaning ‘A piece of cake.”

©

Meaning  ‘Don't pull my leg.”
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172

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
3 412 ojH0R CIENET o T
“Oh no! | forgot my umbrella.” “Oh no! | forgot my umbrella.” I

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

QILC} (“to forget”) is used to mean that you've forgotten something — specifically,

that you've forgotten about something. This sentence would sound like you've I
forgotten the word umbrella, or the existence of an umbrella, but not that you've
forgotten to bring an umbrella with you. I

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

QlC} and QO{HHZ|C} (“to forget”) can be used to say that you forgot about
something, but not to say that you forgot to bring or to take something with you.

=11 QCtand =11 7ICH If you want to specify that you've forgotten (left)
something at somewhere, use =11 2L} (“to put down and come”) or =11 7t} (“to
put down and go”). This comes from the verb =L} which means “to put down,” and
literally means that you put something down in a location and then went (7{C}f, 2L},
etc.) somewhere else, thereby forgetting it.

ol 7H=2 £ Yol

‘I left my card at home (and came here)

ofwoj| 7t s =1 20

“l left my bag at school (and came here).”

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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ot 7t Lt and 2k 7k ZFCE If you want to specify that you simply didn’t bring or
take something with you, use 9t 7}X 2L} (“to not take and come”) and O 7} 7}t
(“to not take and go”). This comes from the verb 7}X|C}, which means “to have” or

“to hold on your person,” and literally means that you didn’t take something with you

before you went somewhere else, thereby forgetting it.

TS ERTPIPE =Y

‘| forgot (to bring) my homework.”

AgE =2 2 7HegsL

“Boss, | forgot (to bring) the money.”

Meaning ‘| forgot my car keys.”

©

“l guess | forgot my

Meaning )
camera.

“You forgot your wallet on

Meaning ,
the table!
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CHAPTER

174

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
0|7 7|CiLl FM2. 0|7 7|slf FMIL.
“Please remember this.” “Please remember this.” I

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

7|210]| LIC} or 7| ALILC} literally means “a memory comes to mind,” and can’t be
used in a command. This sentence would sound like you're asking that a memory I
return to a person’s head, instead of asking that the person tries to remember that
memory. I

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

7|A5ICE and 7| LTt both mean “to remember,” but have slightly different uses

and meanings.

7|24SICE This literally means “to remember.” It can be used with an object marker,
-2/E&, to specify what it is that you can’t remember. It can be used to say that you
remember anything in general. However, it can sound a bit stiff (like it came from a
textbook).

T AEE 798l

“| remember that person.”

7|2LICEH This literally means “a memory comes (to mind).” It can be used to mean
that a memory comes to your mind, so you remember it. It’s not used with an object
marker, as LIC} is a passive verb; instead, you can use the subject marker, -0|/7}.

If you've suddenly just remembered something (or suddenly don’t), use this verb to
sound a bit more natural.

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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T AREO] 7[edLte.

“| remember that person.”

Cfol& 7[f0] e LtL.

“| don’t remember anymore.”

O|X| 7|23} (less natural)
O|X| 7|21L}. (more natural)

[13 ”»
| remember now.

However, 7|2ILIC} can’t be conjugated with -(2) 2 %= QILC} to say that you “‘can’'t’
remember something. It can only be used to say that you simply “don’t” remember.

£ 7loje 4+ glof2.

7t 71940l et LER. ©
FA7L7|Y9LER| gotR. ©)

“l can’t remember the address.”

Fa
Fa

Also, 7|2LICt can’'t be used when you're telling someone to remember something.

In this case, use 7|215}IC} instead.
HIZUH S 7| LI 2.
H|ZHS 7|A5HMIR. ©

“Please remember the password.”

Besides those two cases, you can use either 7| 43IC} or 7|2LIC} in any situation.

“| can’t remember his/her
face.”

Meaning
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
Ot 2 5tMI> otpEe 5 s>
I “What does your wife do?” “‘What does your wife do?” I

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

Korean uses different terms when referring to people who aren’t directly related or

I close to you. To be polite, you shouldn’t use OFLK (“wife”) when referring to someone I
else’s wife. There are different words for referring to your own wife/husband and

I someone else’s wife/husband. I

S S

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

There are different words for referring to your family members depending on

whether or not you’d use honorific speech toward that person.

OFH{X| — OFH{'! These mean “father.” When referring to your own father, you can
use either O}ttt (“dad”) or OtH{X| (“father”), depending on how polite you want to be.
When referring to someone else’s father who you don’t know, or when you want to
sound extra polite toward someone else’s father, use OFH{'=l. You should also use
this whenever you would use honorific speech to talk about that father — this same
condition applies to all other words in this lesson. You can also use €0t X| and &

OfH{=! (“grandfather”) in the same way.

0{0{L| — 0{0{'} These mean “mother.” When referring to your own mother, you
can use either 40} (“mom”) or {{L| (“mother”). Use O{{H! to refer to someone
else’s mother whom you want to speak extra politely about. You can also use &4

L| and &t (“grandmother”) in the same way.
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OF= — OF=%! These mean “son.” You can refer to your own son or the son of
someone whom you're close with using OFS. When you want to speak extra politely

about someone’s son, use O} ==l

L — [I}=! These mean “daughter,” and you can use &= when referring to your
own daughter or the daughter of someone whom you're close with. Use [CH=! when

referring to a daughter whom you want to speak extra politely about.

OFLH — OILHE These mean “wife,” and you can use O}LH when referring to your
own wife or the wife of someone whom you're close with. Use OFL & to show extra

respect toward any other wife.

L — LHHE These mean “husband,” and you can use '=HH with your own
husband or the husband of someone whom you're close with. Use '/ H & to show

extra respect toward any other husband.
=2 — Bl Although 822 means “parents,” you'll refer to your own parents as
2l The word 22 is only used to refer to “parents” in general, and not to any

specific set of parents.

There are other terms for different family members, but these are some of the most

common ones.

Appropriate/Polite Meaning

HHES2 OoC| AMR? “Where is your
husband?”

“You must be proud of
your daughter.”







o<

WHY IS THIS SENTENCE AWKWARD OR UNNATURAL?

) See Chapter 94
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
| ASHE2 M, g2 MoflA, |
ZAIELICH ZALEL(CE
| a0y wa| =2 |
| “Dear Kyeong-eun, Thank you. “Dear Kyeong-eun, Thank you. |
| From Billy.” From Billy.” |
| WHY IS THIS WRONG? I
| In English, we can address a letter with “Dear,” and end it with “From,” but Korean |

doesn’t use either of those words when writing letters. This letter would sound like
| someone used a translation machine or dictionary to translate it one word at a time. I

L - e e e e e e e e e e e e — 4

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

There are no rules set in stone for how to write a letter/e-mail in Korean, but here
are a few suggestions for how to start and end yours. In Korean, you can start your
written letter with the person’s name or their title, then attach -0{| 7| - or -7{| when

speaking honorifically.

Z4o0f

“Dear Chul-soo-~"

OFEHX|H|

“Dear Father:*”

Use the same sort of politeness that you would use if you were to talk with them,

or even a bit more polite depending on the purpose of the letter — avoid any casual
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speech (and the plain form) with anyone other than close friends.

When writing honorific speech, end your letter or e-mail with your name followed by
22l (“presenting”) or E2! (“giving”). For close friends (casual speech), simply use
your name only or your name followed by -(0])7}; attach -O|7} after a consonant, or
attach -7} after a vowel. This -7} is the subject marker, and is a shortened way of
saying ‘I am sending this--.” Alternatively, you could also end your letter or e-mail

with your name, followed by 4 (“writing”), when writing casual speech.

HAZE=E

“From Jessica”

AzElo|7}

“From Seok-jin”

Fst e

“From Kyung-hwa”

ze

“From Kyeong-eun”
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| QE|SiCi7L &71=tE =R, Q|37 &712HE HIlo2. |
“| cut my finger while cooking.” “I cut my finger while cooking.”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| Although X}2L} means “to cut,” it’s only used when you're completely severing
something. If you were to tell your friend this sentence, they’d wonder why you didn’t
| immediately go to the emergency room. |

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Be careful when using a dictionary to find words — make sure you fully understand
their meanings. For example, both X}2LC} and H|C} will appear in a dictionary as “to

cut,” while they have different uses.

XIELC} This means “to cut,” when you're completely removing something. As
such, it can also be used when firing a person (figuratively cutting them off of the
company). In addition, it tends to be used most often when cutting things with
scissors more often than with a knife. For example, you could use this verb when

getting your hair cut or when cutting a rope.

X2 HE|E X223 2 Ao L.

“I'm going to get a haircut now.”

TO| LT FHIM XS == QiR .

“I couldn’t cut the rope because it was too thick.”
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H|C} This also means “to cut,” and can be used both when removing something
(cutting a tree, etc.) or when simply causing injury to something by cutting it. For
example, you should use H|C} if you accidentally cut your hand while cooking, since
you've injured your hand and not cut it off. In addition, the verb H||C} is an active
verb since it means “to cut,” so it could sound like you purposefully cut your finger.
Instead, Koreans more often use the passive form of H|C}, which is H|O|C} (“to be

cut’).

Hofl = HRE MR HAAH L.

“| completely cut down the tree at our house.”

HEZ0f| E0] HIAN L.
“I've got a cut on my chin from the blade.”

ML} This also means “to cut,” but it is used most often when cutting things with a
knife, especially while cooking.

IS EA Eo FHL.

“Please cut the onions into small pieces.”

Wo| SR

“Shall I slice it for you?”

Meaning ‘I just got a paper cut.”

©

“Please cut it with

Meaning ) ,
scissors.
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CHAPTER

184

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

22 yasin Aol WD Mol |
“| want to clean my clothes.” “l want to clean my clothes.”

WHY IS THIS WRONG? |

A ASICH means “to clean” something by sweeping and wiping and vacuuming — |

such as your home. This sentence could sound like you want to perhaps organize

your clothes, or wipe them, and would sound unnatural. |

_— e e o o e o — — — — — — — — ]

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

There are several ways to “clean,” depending on what it is you're cleaning.

HASICE This means “to clean,” specifically by wiping, sweeping, or vacuuming. It's
used whenever you're cleaning a floor, a room, or an entire home.

2= H2g AU L.
“'ll do housecleaning today.”

LT This means “to wipe,” and is used whenever you're cleaning something by
wiping or polishing it — such as a table, a toy, or a surface.

X0l 22 MSS O =AM L.
“| wiped off all of the bird poop on the car.”

YT} This means “to wash” clothing. Specifically, it's used when washing something
by rubbing it in water, either by hand or washing machine.

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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“| washed the towel.”

MICE This means “to wash,” and is used when washing dirt or oil off the skin using

water.

Zof 2t &= AR L.

“l came home and washed my hands.”

ZtC} This means “to wash,” and is used when washing your hair.

M2 E AL AL

“I kept washing my hair.”

SlISICE This means “to rinse,” and is used whenever you're cleaning something

using water, especially in order to remove soap from it.

ol2= =0 2 AFML.

“Rinse the blanket well in water.”

M|==(£) SICl This means “to wash,” and is used whenever you're washing your

hands and face. As such, this verb can be used to simply mean “to wash up.”

=2 M52 5t LIZHo L.

“| only washed my hands and face before | came here.”

“Did you wash your hair

Meaning ) ) h
this morning?.

© OfElof 02| ZAR?
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CHAPTER

186

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
JENEIEERTVED ol gMe 1R 9. |
“This food is too spicy.” “This food is too spicy.”

WHY IS THIS WRONG? |
Each verb has its own conjugation rules, depending on the type of the verb and the |

verb stem. ML} (“to be spicy”) has specific rules due to the H at the bottom of the
verb stem, and conjugating it wrong will sound unnatural. |

_— e e o o e o — — — — — — — — ]

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Korean verbs conjugate differently depending on their type — action verb or
descriptive verb —and their verb stems. Most verbs, although they may be called
irregular, actually are very regular and conjugate according to rules. Some verbs

(such as ones with H) are often irregular.

Consonant H

One commonly misused verb type is H verbs — verb stems that end with a single
H. Before starting to conjugate a verb, first look at the verb stem, which is the
remaining part of a verb after removing the C} from the very end. For S}LC}, this is 5},

and for 7}2X|LC}, this is 7F2X|. If the verb stem ends with H, keep reading.

For the majority of descriptive verbs, remove the H and attach . Next, attach 1

(which will combine with 2 to become 9{). Finally, attach 2.

HLf— B - 0f - 01~ 0iRU(R)
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OISt OLSE — OFSC} - OFECHR — OFSLIR(R)
2L - 28 - 2 - 2aie - 22i9(R)

ALt 71gd - 701 - 2042 ~ 2A0IY(R)
E-E- 2o 520 29(©@)

MECH- ME — M2 - M22 - M2Y(R)

Yrt- g~ L - HRU(®)

Many action verb stems ending with & will be irregular. Most conjugate like normal
verbs, by attaching O} (for verb stems ending with | or L) or 01 (for all other verb
stems). Others will conjugate just like descriptive verbs (with 2|). And others will

conjugate by removing the H and attaching 2} (instead of 9|).

Lo (1) - ®OKR)
ACH—> A (1)~ LN(R)

B~ B~ F-F2-FU@

S-&-E- 2~ EK(R)
Other Irregulars There are other verbs using H that will be irregular, such as the

descriptive verbs &L} (“to be kind-hearted”), which becomes 112K L), and L} (“to

be narrow”), which becomes &0 ), among others.

« BONUSEXAMPLES « + e e e e e ssooesesooacacsnsasaasoeaosossscascasssssssssaassans .

L% AEolg.

©

Meaning  ‘It's so cute.”

“It was so cold that | put

Meanin
¢ on a long padded jacket.”
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| JzEEse HL 7|chshe! |
“I'm really excited!” “I'm really excited!”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| S E3IC} means “to be excited,” but it shouldn’t be used when you're simply looking |
forward to something. It means that you're excited and worked up — perhaps even
| aroused. |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

S525ICH Koreans use E23IC}F when someone is extremely excited about
something, perhaps to the point of overreacting — such as if they’re excited
romantically (aroused) or emotionally. Therefore, it is often used in negative

sentences.

%—E—éfxl OtM L.

n’t lose your temper (don’t get too excited).”

S2E|Ct This can be used when someone is extremely excited about something,
but in a positive way. Alternatively, you could use the expression A2{|C} to give off a

milder, more romantic meaning of feeling excited.

Ofl Z dZfstL| 7t 25 &0l of 2t

“| am so excited thinking about the trip that | can’t fall asleep.”

OltEt7} 1 At} BHet 74T HASE] Malle

“ am going to meet him/her later, but my heart is already fluttering (I already feel so
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excited)

7|CHEICE This means “to look forward to” or “to expect.” It’s typically only used in
the present tense. This form will not use the object marker, -2/&, when specifying

what you're looking forward to.

EMETIHE T | 2!

“I'm really looking forward to the concert!”

Also, note that you can use this form to say that you “can’t wait” for something

(because you're looking forward to it).

7|CHE == glo !
7|CH=f ! @)

“l can’t wait!”

7|CH3ICE: This also means “to look forward to” or “to expect.” It can be used in any
tense, except for the simple present tense, 7|C{3H 2 (which sounds awkward). This

form can use the object marker to specify what you're looking forward to.

Y zels 7|thsie
Y 2olg 7|5t oie. ©

ula

m looking forward to tomorrow’s meeting.”
LY ZRIS 7|HEAL. ©
“I will look forward to tomorrow’s meeting.”

7|CHHE BHE ROIQURI 49t0l2.

ML O = LS AL

“It wasn’t as fun as | expected.”

“ TRACK
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
o{x| CI2| & ol o{d| Ct2|7t R2{HoiL.
I “| broke my leg yesterday.” “I broke my leg yesterday.” I

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

THC} (“to break”) is used for breaking or smashing objects, but isn’t used when

I you've accidentally broken a bone. If you say that you broke your leg using {C}, it I
might sound like you took your leg bone in your hands and smashed it into pieces

I on the ground. I

S S
NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Although it would make sense to say that you broke a bone using 7 X|C}, it would
sound like your bone shattered into a bunch of pieces — not that it simply fractured.

Here are some of the ways to say “break” in Korean:

JHCE This means “to break” or “to smash into pieces.” It can be used with an object
marker -=/& to specify what you broke.

Q8|2 7Mole.

“| broke the glass.”

JHX|CE This means “to be broken” or “to be smashed into pieces,” and can’t be
used with an object marker. It is short for 7§0{X|C}.

FE7HHEAL.

“The glass broke.”
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HP{EE2|CE This means “to fracture” (such as a bone), and can be used with an
object marker to specify what you fractured.

AL He{ca|X| oM L.

“Please don’t break the pencil.”

S X|CE This means “to be fractured,” and can’t be used with an object marker.

2SSO F2RA L.

“| broke my arm while exercising.”

Meaning ‘I broke the cup.”

©

Meaning ‘I think my arm is broken.”

Meaning My toothbrush is broken.”
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CHAPTER

| (X) THE WRONG WAY () THE RIGHT WAY |
A: TV HE 7{ ot E0}51E? A: TV ot E0}51E?

| “You don’t like watching TV, right?” “You don’t like watching TV, right?” |

| B op|g. ot =o}sie. B: 1|. of SOl Q. I

| “No, I don't like it.” “Yes, | don't like it.” |

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

| In English, we can answer ‘yes” or “no” depending on the type of response we're I

| going to give — “No, | dislike it” or “Yes, | like it.” In Korean, negative questions |
are answered more literally than they are in English. Answering “no” to a negative

| question would mean you’re disagreeing with the other person. |

L - e e e e e e e e e e e e — 4

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

When someone asks you a negative question (one that uses @t or -X| tL}), respond
according to whether that negative verb is correct or not. For example, if someone
asks if you dislike something (44 0{3ILC}), answer according to the verb 41 0{3ICt
and not according to your answer. If you do dislike it, answer “Yes,” or if someone
asks if you don’t want to go somewhere (7}11 41 X| 9L}, then answering “Yes”
means you're agreeing you don’t want to go. If you answer “No,” it means “No, | do

want to go.”

A: HYf oF DI} R?

“Aren’t you hungry?”

B: OfL| 2. HYj oF 11t
B:4l. B oF DI, ©
“Yes, 'm not hungry.”
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A: 0| 23|22

“You are not good at English?”

B: OIL| 2. 232
B: . 2a12. ©

“Yes, | am not.”

A X|22 ot E771Q?

“Is now not okay?”

B: 4|. X|2 =HL.
B: L. X|22 ¢t = 71 ZotR. ©)
“Yes, | don’t think | can do it now.”

e BONUSEXAMPLES « « e e e o ccooeeccoooccssosacoascsnsasssscssscoanssosscscssnss .

A 941022
B: OtL| 2. Qi R.

A: “You don’t have an
Meaning  umbrella?”
A: 241017 B: “Yes, | don't.”
B: 4. gl .

A: “Yeji, you are not coming
Meaning  (with us)?”

A Of|X| M= 2k 727 B: “Yes, 'm not.”

B: 1. ot 7t2.

A1 07| S0{7HH QF EfQ?

A: “We are not allowed to
B: 4|. Hl.

Meaning  go in here?”
) A: 07| S0{7}H et =27 B: “No, you are.”
B: OIL|2. Ef2.
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| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| 0| AHEHS 0] Toj 2ol B2 AHEHE0] Tl 2oL |
“‘Many people came to the house.” Al2HS0| Zlof 2fo| 2o 2.

I “Many people came to the house.” I

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| Br0| is an adverb, and can only be used before a verb — it can’t be used as an |

adjective directly before a noun. This sentence would sound unnatural, like saying
| “People a lot came to the house.” |

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

There are several forms of the verb ZEC} (“to be many,” “to be a lot”), depending on
how it's being used:

PE0| This can be used as an adverb (directly before a verb).

ot O 2.
30| o, ©

“I like it a lot.”

rlo
ot

=0| X2 gloe.
=0| Ho| gloj2. ©
“There isn't much money.”

BE2 This can be used as an adjective (directly before a noun).
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“A lot of teachers don't like it either.”

2|7} 2o ZIRT7E U0 Q.
2H7IE2 ZATANL. O

“I have a friend with a lot of problems.”
BICH This can be conjugated as a regular descriptive verb.

A20| 42 Be.

220|142 Hole. ©
“There are too many questions.”

“There’s a lot of sugar in

Meaning
it.

“I get asked that question
alot”

Meaning

. TRACK
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| 0}717} E30] R 112{9fsH. O}7|7} 112 20| Rot2. |
“The baby is very shy.” O}7|17} 12| 0| EfL.

I “The baby is very shy.” I

| WHY IS THIS WRONG? I

| B 12C} means “to be shy” or “to be embarrassed,” but needs to be changed into |
an action verb — 52 112{|5}C} — whenever the subject (whoever feels shy or

I embarrassed) is a third person; this is the same concept we learned in Chapter 63. I

| However, this verb is only used when describing a moment or time when someone |
was shy or embarrassed. Instead, if you want to say that someone is a shy person in

| general, you need to say it differently. |

L - e e e e e e e e e e e e — 4

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

If you want to say that someone is a shy person in general, there are several

expressions that you can use:

E1g{20| 2Lt B8 is the noun form of 211Z1C}, and literally means
“shyness.” Koreans can say that someone “has a lot of shyness” when they are a

shy person.

Nz 81{Z0| =2 Holole
“l tend to be very shy.”

2E1g{ 22 20| EICt EICthere means “to feel,” so E118{2& 20| EIC} literally

means “to feel a lot of shyness” or “to feel shyness easily.” This expression is also

commonly used by Koreans.
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Me §n2{g8 B0l Et= Ho|ol|2.
“l tend to be very shy.”

You can also replace 21122 with another synonym of it, such as £A 22 or £&

2.

XNz £12{20| F2 HoloR

N 5#22{20| B2 Ho[oR
Ne +&530] B2 Holole.

“ tend to be very shy.”

LH2) 7I2|CE St means “face,” and 7}2|C} means “to distinguish” or “to be picky,”
so this literally translates as “to distinguish faces” or “to be picky about faces.” This
is most often used when someone, especially a baby, is shy around strangers. The
noun form of $H(&) 7I2|Ctis $7}2!, and people will also often say St7}210] A5}
Ct (literally, “one’s shyness is severe.”).

det=HE E2 IR,

“Kyung-hwa is not really shy (around people).”

Xl ofli= H7Hio] M3l .

“My baby is very shy around strangers.”

- BONUS EXAMPLES

Unnatural Natural Meaning

X ako| HngiQlst= XNe 211238 0| Ef= “I'm a very shy person.”
‘d40o|. dHolo.

k| H112{9|5t= H713{20| 22 0}0|0Q?  “Is this kid a shy
ofo|ol|?

person?’




CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| L. Zot. 4. £0t2./ 8. E0}L |
“Yes, that's good.” “Yes, that's good.”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| There’s more than one way to say “yes,” and using L| is polite. When using L] with |

casual speech, it will either sound impolite to someone who’s older or awkward to a
| friend. I

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

There are several ways to say “yes” in Korean:

4| This is the most polite way to say “‘yes”. Some people also say 0]|. Note that
replying with only “yes” and nothing else can sound impolite in some cases (such
as formal situations), so use it at the start of a sentence that fully answers the

question.

A C}3HO|Q?
“Did you finish it?”

B: 4. (less polite/formal)

“Yes.

B: 4|. Ct HO{ 2. (more polite/formal)
“Yes. | finished it.”
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2 This is the casual way to say ‘yes”, and should only be used when speaking
casually — such as with friends and close acquaintances. Alternatively, you can also

say 0f with close friends.

A {9i0f?

“Did you eat?”

B: | 00| =Y

“Yes, | already ate.”

B: 8. 0|0 HRAN. ©
“Yes, | already ate.”

e BONUSEXAMPLES « ¢ » e e o ccooeeccoooccssosacoascsassassscssscosnssosscscssnes .

When A and B are close friends:

A: A: “Did you arrive home

B ”

Meaning saf‘ely?
A ’ B: "Yes, | arrived home
B

safely.”

A: “Does this taste good?”

Meanin
g B: “Yes, it does.”

- 30| mj2s?

o [ R e 1B A: “Are you very tired?”

Meanin
- B: “Yes, I'm so tired.”




CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| K= et= AfE oL 2. K= st= AtEHo] otL[ol| 2. |
“'m not a Korean.” “I'm not a Korean.”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| OIL|2 means “no,” and is a single word you can use when replying to a question. It |
doesn’'t mean “not,” so this sentence would sound like, “l Korean person no.”

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

There are several ways to say “no” in Korean.

OlL|2 This is a polite way to say “no”. Note that only replying with “no” and nothing
else can sound impolite in some cases (such as formal situations), so remember

to answer “no” at the start of a sentence that fully explains your answer. In casual
speech, you can use OfL .

A: 0| Z0}512?

“Do you like this?”

B: OIL| Q. (less polite/formal)
“NO'”

B: OIL|R. ot Z0t3l| 2. (more polite/formal)

“No, | don't like it.”
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A: X| 2 Hptt?

“Are you busy now?”

B: OFL|. OF Ht}.

“No, I'm not.”

OILIC} This is a descriptive verb that means “to not be,” and is used after a noun to
say that something is not a certain way. It is not used to say “no,” but can be used
to specify what someone or something is not. It can be conjugated several ways,
including OfL|OF (for casual speech), OtL|0|| 2 (for polite speech), and Of'=lL|C} (for

formal speech).

A ZA| AR N0 2?

“Are you Hyunwoo by any chance?”

B: O}L| Q. OfL|0}| 2.

“No, I'm not (Hyunwoo).”

Be careful not to confuse OFL| 2 with OIL|0{| 2. OfL| 2 (or OFL]) is used to say “no”
to what someone has said, while OtL|0{|2 (or any of its other forms) is used to say

that something or someone is not a certain way.

mt2| ofL| 2! ZHolof| !
nlz| otL|of| ! Z=Ho|o ! @
“It's not a fly! It's a wasp!”

=+« BONUSEXAMPLES =« + e v covvconeceenneiecceonnnneeencentcsnnccnccnncones .

A 01 MO = EHR?
B: 0|7 M= 7{ o] Q. A: “Can | eat this?”
Meaning  B: “It's not something to
A: 0| HO T =HQ? eat.”
© B: 0|71 H&= 7 OtL| 0| 2.
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CHAPTER

202

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
X shdojol. X T ehdolol2. |
“'m a student too.” “I'm a student too.”

WHY IS THIS WRONG? I

-O|C} can be conjugated to the 2 form as either -0]0f| 2 or -04| 2, but it's commonly
misspelled in various other ways. Using the wrong spelling of words (such as -0| 0|
Q) can cause your Korean writing to look strange and unprofessional. |

_— e e o o e o — — — — — — — — ]

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

Many words in Korean are commonly misspelled — both by learners of Korean and
native Korean speakers. While most situations won'’t require perfect spelling (such
as writing messages to friends), some situations do, such as writing essays and

reports or for doing any work in Korean.

-0|C} Inthe & form, this conjugates as -O|0{| 2 after a consonant or as -0i| 2 after
a vowel. However, -0{| € is most often pronounced as -0{| 2, which is what leads to

this word being commonly misspelled.
0717t X3 &
0717t X3 &

“Here is my school.”

Z'Cl Inthe  form, this conjugates as ZtO}2. It’'s also commonly pronounced as
Z0l 2, which is a common colloquial pronunciation.

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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HFZICE In the & form, this conjugates as HI2}Q. It's more often pronounced as H}
2|, but should be written as HI2} 2.

o & E|Z HiEe.
HEHZHER O
I hope your test goes well.”

-(©)27|(2) This form is used when saying that you'll do something for someone
else, or when you're responding to something someone asked you. For this form,
take a verb stem and attach -27{|(R) after a consonant, or attach -27{|(R) after a
vowel. Due to sound change rules between 2 and #|, 7|2 is pronounced as 7H| 2.
However, it should only be written as 7| 2.

X2 Z2nL!
NEFy Q)
“I'm going now!”

E|C} In the 2 form, this conjugates as = 2.

ARE7I Q2.
HURE7LO ER. ©
“The computer doesn’t work.”

There are many more common mistakes, but these are some of the simpler ones.
However, you choose to use these words in casual conversation — just be aware of

their correct spellings and pronunciation when necessary.

e e o 00

203
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| =N SEA. ER2M S0 |
“Let me advise you as a friend.” “Let me advise you as a friend.”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

I This isn’'t only a small spelling mistake. Both -2M and -2 are real grammar I
forms, but have different uses and meanings. Using £l 2 actually means

| something like “through a friend,” not “as a friend.” |

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

The two similar-sounding forms -2 A{ and -2M have completely different uses.

-(©)2M Use this form to do something “as” someone; for example, “as a parent,”
“as a teacher,” or “as a friend.” To use this, take a noun and attach -2 2 A{ if it ends

in a consonant, or attach -2A{ if it ends in a vowel. Note that the A{ is optional.

Hoz M EolFoFEe.
“ have to help as a parent.”

TN A L.

“I'm worried as a friend.”

=S SESh= AFRLZM Olae 4= 0.
“l can understand it as someone who's studying Korean.”

-(©)=M Use this form to do something “with” or “by means of” something. To
use this, take a noun and attach -© 244 if it ends in a consonant, or attach -2M] if it
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ends in a vowel.

2N ZHY 7t g0l

“| can’t express it with words.”

-(©)o S =M Use this form to do something “through” or “by way of” doing an

action verb. For example, you can learn Korean “through studying.” To use this, take

an action verb stem and attach -2 2 2 M if it ends in a consonant, or attach-09 2

M if it ends in a vowel.

Note that -(2) 0 @ 2M] is mostly only used in formal Korean or written text.

O eto 2 ZHIE £ & AUSLICH

“By doing this, we were able to reduce expenses.”

Remember that this is only how to say “through” when using an action verb, not a

noun; for that, use E3l|(M) after a noun.

2T Sl SAAH L.

“I heard it through a friend.”

« BONUSEXAMPLES « + e e e e e ssooesesooacacsnsasaasoeaosossscascasssssssssaassans .

AAHL =
dgez

Meaning

© ¥

IR
Meaning

HOrZ A

“As a teacher, | cannot do
such behavior.”

“As your mother, let me
say one thing.”

e e o 00
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CHAPTER

2006

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
142 292 Ho| 221 Hoj. L% 292 Eo| gtoH FHo2.
“It's too cold. | want spring to come.” “It's too cold. | want spring to come.” I

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

The -1 4IC} ending can only be used to say that you want to do something yourself

or that someone else wants to. It can’t be used to say that you want someone or I
something else to do something. This sentence would sound like saying, “Spring
wants to come,” which is also awkward since seasons don’t have wants. I

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

To say that you want someone or something else to do something, combine the
-(2)™ form (“if” or “when”) together with ZZIIC} (“it would be good:-"). Together,
-(2)™M Z7iIC} literally means “If (something or someone does something), it

would be good.” This is a natural way to say ‘I wish---,” “ hope...,” or ‘| want---”" for
something to happen. The verb used with -(2)™ can be in the present tense or in

the past tense; both have the same meaning.

—
Hi5HsH ooy

2y
M
=

0| X5 B Z20 .

“I wish the class would finish now.”

A7} EolEE S|
“| wish my friend would help.”

Common Mistakes Korean Learners Make
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XetH| = O|oF7 o™ X L.

“I wish you'd tell me too.”

In addition to doing something using action verb, you can also use this form after
descriptive verbs.
L EMTEEUSH ZA0 L.

“I hope the weather is nice tomorrow.”

A7t oI UoB F20I2.

“| hope the movie is entertaining.”

Meaning ‘1 want it to snow.”

“I want to have a Korean

Meaning friend.”

Meaning ‘I want the rain to stop.”
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
| ZEHE 2ol ia doje At M 20| Higale:

“Do you want to eat together, Kyung-hwa?”  “Do you want to eat together, Kyung-hwa?”
I WHY IS THIS WRONG? I

| Grammatically, it's perfectly fine to ask someone if they want to do something using |
the -1 AIC} form. However, this form focuses on the action itself (that Kyung-hwa

| wants to eat), not that a person intends to (or plans to) do something. It would be a |
bit more natural to ask if Kyung-hwa is going to eat together with you than simply if

I she wants to eat. I

L - e e e e e e e e e e e e — 4

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

There are two forms for saying “want to” when used with an action verb. Although
both can be used in most situations, they’re slightly different. In some cases, one or

the other will be preferred.

-1 2IC}F This is the most standard way to say that you “want to” do something. It
can be used in formal and informal situations. Note that this is not how you can say
that you simply “want” something. To use it, take an action verb stem and attach -11

AIC} and conjugate it.

31=20{ 21 4l0f2.

“I want to learn Korean.”

0 241 Zof B3 Aloje

“l want to try (eating) this food.”
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In addition to the object marker, S/, it is also okay to use the subject marker, 0|/7},
to talk about what you want to do. Doing this puts more emphasis on what it is that
you want to do.

i AZAE 91 Ao
R AZiA0| 2 Moj2.
“| want to eat pork belly.”

-(©)z2l(2) This is an informal way to say that you “want to” do something; it
shouldn’t be used when you want to sound extra polite. This form also has one
more usage — when saying that you intend to do something or that you're going to
do something. For example, you can use this form when asking your friend if they're
going to a concert (if they intend to go). In this way, it is more than simply asking

if someone wants to do an action verb; it's asking them if they also will do that or
intend to do that. To use it, take an action verb stem and attach -22}() if it ends
in a consonant, or attach -22l(R) if it ends in a vowel. Verb stems ending in 2 will
drop the Z first.

st=0f Hf 22 2.
“I want to learn Korean.”
“l intend to learn Korean.”

“I'm going to learn Korean.”

LY ZME0| Zef?
“Do you want to go to the concert tomorrow?”
“Do you intend to go to the concert tomorrow?”

“Are you going to the concert tomorrow?”

s« o BONUSEXAMPLES « « + e e v e e vneeneeneeeteeneeaneantaieeneenneenesnneansannsns

Unnatural Natural Meaning

7{u| OfA|2{ ZHo| 7t | OfA|2] Z0| Zefe? “Do you want to come
A e? with us for coffee?”
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| S I HE2 EEEIUSLICE AERZAIE O HIE2 EREIUSLICL
“Unfortunately, that product is sold out.” “Unfortunately, that product is sold out.”

| WHY IS THIS WRONG? I

| There are two main ways of saying “unfortunately,” and 285}{| T is not |
commonly used. Since 343} £ sounds too dramatic, it's not the most natural

| way to express regret for something. |

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

There are two ways to say “‘unfortunately,” and both are adverbs:

£38l5}7| = This comes from the descriptive verb 2&5}C} which means “to not
be happy.” This is the antonym of = 3}C} (“to be happy”). Koreans typically use
the word &= (“happiness”) to describe a specific moment when they feel happy —
even for simple or trivial moments. However, Koreans don’t often use the word 23l
(“‘unhappiness”) when describing trivial sad or unhappy moments, and instead, tend
to use it for larger, more tragic events. Therefore, 23| 5}7| = sounds like something
“‘unfortunately” and “tragically” occurred, and you will likely only find it used in

writing.

BHPIIE I HME BE YSICH

“Unfortunately, he lost all his property.”

OFEFZA7| = This comes from the descriptive verb QtEFZICE, which means “to be
regrettable.” A natural way to translate this is also “to be too bad.” This is a much

more natural way to say “‘unfortunately,” as it shows regret about something. It can
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be used in any situation.

QIEFZAH = O] Yat= OiZIolof L.
“Unfortunately, the tickets for this movie are all sold out.”

SHERZH = O A FUHIL.

“Unfortunately, it turned out this way.”
OEFZL} can also be used by itself as a descriptive verb.

OERS.
“That’s regrettable.”
“That’s too bad.”

<+ o BONUS EXAMPLES « + e e e e e neneenee e teeeteetaetataieetatanaaneananaananns .
Unnatural Natural Meaning

=5 = X35| EO| OHEPZ A= X3| ElO| “Unfortunately, our team
lost.”

M E KM= s 77} “Unfortunately, | don’t
oo e & A 2 think | can attend today’s
(o]} . meeting.”

i o =i N =1n OFEPZAIE 1 Af2tut= “Unfortunately, | can't
12to| 9 B Q. 20| PFEH Q. reach him/her.”
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| XE 2lsiM =2 et ZEofsli2. Xe =2 et EoElL. |
“For me, | don't like snow.” “For me, | don't like snow.”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| This is a common mistake that can happen after learning the 2|3}{(A) form, and it |

has to do with literally translating English. This sentence would sound like saying “For
| the purpose of me, it was not very good.” |

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

The grammar form 2|5l{(A) means “for,” but it has a specific usage. It can’t be used
to translate the word “for” in every situation. @|3l{(A]) really means “for the purpose
of,” and is used when you want to say that something or someone is “for” something

or someone else.

LHE ARl E ?I6M XIS RE SR 70lR.

“I will study from now on for (the purpose of) the test next year.”

0] A2 XME flet Holl.

“This food is for me.”

When simply expressing your opinion, don’t use 2|3l(A). Actually, you don’t need to
use BtE|| or anything special. We learned that the topic marker, -2/+=, can be used
to mean “As for-*” or “When it comes to--” when used after a noun. It can also be

used just to mean “for” with a person - X|-= or L}= can also translate to “For me---.”
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R oHsiCtD MZts)R.

“For me, | think it's perfect.”

K= AH0|2 FAM|L.

“For me, please give me steak.”

Again, don’t use 2|3l{(A) for every situation where you'd say “for” It should only be

used to mean “for the purpose of.” Using it for other cases can easily be wrong.

O ®(Z) I3 A ZAFRILICE
O #(S) FMM ZAHEILICE ©
“Thank you for (giving me) this book.”

Alternatively, you can say “to me.” To say “to,” you can use -SHE{|= (or less

commonly, -0f| | =).

XNete|= O detvt dEolo 2.

“To me, that movie is a masterpiece.”

XNetElE HR A7Ise.

“To me, it's so cool.”

Ltete|= 0] 20| & 71.

“To me, these clothes are a bit big.”

“For me, | think it's a good
idea.”

Meaning

“For me, | would like to

Meanin
g have Chinese food.”
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| LI HAE SN It HAE sl ot |
XM= sHE 3o M= sHE e

| “did my homework while Chul-soo “I did my homework while Chul-soo I

| cleaned.” cleaned.” |

| WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

I Although -(2)MA{ means “while,” it can't be used with two different subjects. I

Saying this sentence would sound like saying saying an incomplete sentence —
| “Chul-soo, while doing cleaning:--. As for me, I did my homework.” I

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

There are two ways to say “while,” and both are important to know:
Verb Stem + -(2)MA

Use this form to say “while” when the same subject (person) is doing everything
in the sentence. This form is conjugated the exact same way as -(2)5, with
the addition of A{ at the end. Take a verb stem and attach -2 M A ifitends in a

consonant, or attach -M A{ if it ends in a vowel.

K= MZT M5t O[OF7[SHHM =H|E JHo 2.

“I did my homework while talking with Seok-jin.”

AO|CHS ORA|HM TVE HHO 2.
“| watched TV while drinking soda.”
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2L 2E SoHAM Bh=0{E SRR,

“| studied Korean while listening to the radio.”

A AOTH A EIT0 A EXHE LD 0 L.
“I'm sending texts to my friend while putting on my shoes.”

Action Verb Stem + -= S2K0f|)

Use this form to say “while” when a different subject (person) is doing something.
The 0f| at the end is optional. In addition, this form can also be used when the same

subject is doing everything, although -(2)8 A is usually preferred.

H7t#1 ls et SYE2 oM =1 A/UA L.

“While | was resting, my younger sibling was playing outside.”

M7t S m= S0l FLI7HEAHX|E 30

“While | was grilling pork belly, my sister did the dishes.”

BIiLRE == S et=0E SFI0R
“| studied Korean while listening to the radio.”

« BONUSEXAMPLES « + e e e e e ssooesesooacacsnsasaasoeaosossscascasssssssssaassans .

LTV 20 LH= 2 ' “While you were watching
Meaning TV, I finished my
© HTVEE St L - homework.”

=

“While you are getting
Meaning  ready to go out, I'll sleep
more.”
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CHAPTER

| (%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |

| O] {2 = HHitR. O] H{20]l= AIEHO| BiOt2. |
“This bus is busy.” “This bus is busy.”

|  WHYIS THIS WRONG? I

| HFHHLC} (“to be busy”) can’t be used for inanimate objects like buses. Saying that a |
bus is busy would sound like it has a life and is trying to find time to go to college
| white raising a kid. (You can do it, bus.) |

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

“Busy” doesn’t always mean “busy,” and there are several ways to say “busy”

depending on what it is that you're talking about:

HIBECE This means “to be busy,” and means that someone has a lot of things they
need to do. It’s only used when talking about a person (or an animal that has a lot of

things to do).

XZ2 LT . LY 2he &~ AS7Q?

“I'm too busy now. Could we meet tomorrow?”

AR M7HHRE XS 5130 U0 Q.

“Hyunwoo is pretending to be busy.”
AFZHO| BECL This literally means “there are a lot of people,” and is a common way

to say that a location is “busy.” It can be used whenever there are a lot of people

anywhere.
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SCHoll= gy AFZo] Bote.

“There is always a lot of people in Hongdae.”

017] AZfOl T oMM XLt == Gl L.

“There are so many people here that | can’t even get through.”

SZISICE This means “to be complicated,” and is useful for describing locations
that are so busy and so crowded that they become complicated to get around in.

This could be a road/street, a subway, or a transit station.

0| Ze 1R RS,

“This road/street is too crowded.”

X5HE2 SHEHM 0. O HAIS Bl ZAR.

‘| don’t like the subway because it’s busy. I'll just take a taxi there.”

=HIC} This means “to be crowded,” and is used to describe that there are many
people or vehicles moving around in a small space. You can think of this as meaning
“to be bustling.”

0{7]= o2t ZH L.

“It's only bustling here in the nighttime.”

From time to time, you might hear Koreans describe certain places, such as stores,
as HFHELC}. This is because they are picturing the people inside of the store or what

they are doing, rather than the store itself.

HRE Al 7HH SR L.
“If you go to a busy restaurant, people are not kind.”
= A2 B2 A 7 SR .

“If you go to a restaurant with a lot of people, they’re not kind.”

21
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CHAPTER

100

218

(%) THE WRONG WAY (©) THE RIGHT WAY |
CHR M S 2 =0 2 Lzt CE M S2IEl0) 2 LIZHCH

o2, OERZ|S. |
“It's too bad he can’t go to the Olympics “It's too bad he can’t go to the Olympics I
because he got injured.” because he got injured.”

WHY IS THIS WRONG?

OFZIC} can translate as “to be too bad,” but when you feel bad that something bad
has happened to someone else, use QFEFZL} instead of OF&IC} I

S |

NEVER MAKE THIS MISTAKE AGAIN

OF&lCHand QtEFZIC} both can translate naturally as “to be too bad” — as in the

expression “That’s too bad.” — but each verb has a different nuance:

OFZICEH This verb can be used when something feels unsatisfying — perhaps there’s
something missing or lacking, and you're frustrated by that. For example, you might
feel O&lCt when you have to submit an assignment that you could have done better

on if you had more time.

AZIO| H A O ZE 4= A=H|... OF+ /L.

“I| could have done better if | had more time. It’s too bad.”

OIEFZC} This verb can be used when you feel sad (or pitiful) about something.
Therefore, you could use this verb when you feel sad about hearing that something
unfortunate happened to someone. However, when something bad has happened to

yourself, it is more natural to use OlC} than QFEFZICY
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H7H == = 9loIM QFERZLH|R.
‘| feel so sad (and frustrated) that | cannot help you.”

Natural

FH N Z0| R 7HM

Ot {2

ME W7} STfBHCHE
o712 SoL okulg.

&

_EE)_100

Meaning

“It's too bad that | can’t
go with Jooyeon.”

“| feel sad to hear that
Seokjin is sad.”

“| feel sad that you
haven’t tried such a tasty
thing.”

. TRACK




MP3 audio files can be downloaded at
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http://TalkToMelnKorean.com/audio
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